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PREFACE 

This  story  of  the  political,  commercial,  economic,  and  social 
development  of  Houston,  Texas,  from  1836,  the  da  to  of  its  founding, 
to  the  time  of  annexation,  has  been  written  in  the  hope  that  a 
history  of  one  eoEEaunity  in  the  Republic  will  throw  some  light  on 
the  history  of  the  country  as  a  v<hole.  The  evidence  seems  to 
indicate  that  the  history  of  Houston  is  peculiarly  the  history  of 
the  Republio  on  a  small  scale,  in  that  all  of  its  E»jor  interests 
had  a  parallel  in  the  major  interests  of  the  young  nation,  and  that 
in  the  way  the  town  solved  its  problems  say  be  found  some  oxplana- 
tion  of  the  efforts  of  the  nation  to  solve  those  which  it  faced* 

The  practical,  businesslike  beginning  of  the  town,  the  indi- 
vidual and  collective  enterprise,  and  the  shrewtl  foresight  and 
energetic  use  of  the  moans  at  hand,  are  significant  as  an  indication 
of  the  beginning  of  the  factors  which  have  enabled  Houston  to  take 
first  place  among  the  cities  of  the  state  in  size  and  oonnoercial 
importance* 

To  Dr.  William  C*  Binkley  I  am  deeply  grateful  for  assistance 
5n  selecting  the  subject  and  for  his  helpful  guidance  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  thesis*  7.  wish  also  to  acknowledge  my  appreciation  to 
Hiss  ISartha  Schnitzer  of  the  Eouston  Public  Library  for  her  in  ores t 

i 

and  her  assistance  in  locating  material.   To  the  Many  other  persons 
who  have  contributed  in  various  ways  to  the  completion  of  the  thesis 
I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks. 

iv 


f  hr  ruO       PCLAT^JL^ 


• 


V 

CONTEWES 

r  Page 

X*     Barrisburg  County,  t&©  BaeXcground  of  Houston,  Texas  •••••*••     1 

n»     Establishment  and  Sarly  Tevelo^Bicmt . 7 

XXX*     Political  Bevelopeient  and  Growth  ••••••••••••..••••••••••••.   36 

XV*     -conomio  and  Coimaereial  Develorsnent.  ...*.. .......    ..........  66 

V*     Cultural  Influences  and  Group  Orgenisati ons*.. •••••••...... JUO 

VI*     Development  in  Sanitation  and  Order*. ..»••••. •••.........•••I/O 

bibliography. ..138 

Vita......* . * 192 


■ 


- 


• 


Please  do  not  write  in  this 
book  or  turn  down  the  pages 


C  APTER  I 

HAEBISBtmS  COUNTY,  TEE  BACKGKOtmB 

OF  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

In  1336,  Juan  K.  Almonte,  an  officer  in  the  Mexican  Army,  roade 

a  statistical  report  on  Texas  in  which  he  described  the  various 

1 
geographical  and  governmental  divisions.   In  this  report  he  stated 


1 

Juan  H«  Almonte,  "Statistical  Report  on  Texas,7'  in  South- 
western  Historical  Quarterly »  XXVIII,  197, 


that  the  Department  of  . razos  was  what  was  generally  Lnown  as  Austin's 
Colony  and  mentioned  Harrisburg  as  one  of  its  chief  cities.  Some 
time  between  the  gathering  of  facts  for  this  report  and  October,  1835, 
the  municipality  of  Earrisburg  was  created  from  part  of  the  lepart- 
ment  of  Brazos.  Probably  it  was  organized  after  the  dissolution  of 
the  Texas-Coohuila  Congress  in  April  of  that  year  and  was  not  recog- 
nized officially  until  the  ^ormation  of  the  Texas  provisional  govern- 
ment. In  the  Journals  of  the  Consultation,  convened  at  Tan  Felipe* 

October  1G,  1835,  are  listed  the  members  who  presenbod  their  certi- 

2 
ficates  of  election.   The  governmental  units  are  here  spoken  of  as 


2 

R.  P.   N.  Gammel   (ed.)f   Tho  Laws  of   Texas,   1822-1897     (.Austin, 
1898),   I,  508. 


* 


2 

municipalities,  end  Lorenzo  de  Zavala,  Clement  C,  Iyer,  and  William 
P.  Harris  are  listed  as  the  members  representing  tho  Municipality 
of  Harris  .-urg.  This  is  the  first  reference  that  has  be  m  found  con- 
cerning any  kind  of  county  organization. 

On  December  3C,  1335,  !£•  P.  i%rris,  the  delegate  from  Harris- 
burg  to  the  General  Council  of  the  Republic  of  Texas,  presented  an 
ordinance  and  decree  defining  the  boundaries  of  the  Municipality  of 
Earrisburg  as  follows: 


Beginning  at  the  entrance  of  Clear  Creak  into 
Galveston  Bay,  running  up  said  creek  with  the  line  of 
the  Municipality  of  Braaoria,  and  with  said  line  to 
the  razos  river;  thence  up  said  river  to  bhe  upper 
line  of  a  league  of  land  granted  by  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment to  Isaacs;  thence  along  said  river  to  the 
North-East  corner  of  said  league;  thence  northwardly 
to  include  the  settlements  on  Spring  Creek,  to  bhe 
southern  line  of  the  Municipality  of  V&shingtonj  thence 
eastwardly  along  said  line  of  the  Municipality  of 
Washington,  and  so  far  eastwardly  as  bo  intersect  the 
line,  dividing  the  Department  of  Brazos  and  Saeogdoehesj 
thence  southwardly,  along  said  line,  to  Galvesbon  Bay; 
thence  to  the  place  of  beginning.' 


3 

Gammel,  Laws  of  Tescas,  I,  1022, 


Included  also  in  this  ordinance  is  a  section  making  the  town 

of  Harrisburg  the  place  for  transacting  the  judicial  and  municipal 

business  and  for  depositing  tho  archives  of  the  municipality.  The 

ordinance  was  passed  by  the  Council  on  the  day  of  its  presentation 


and  approved  by  Governor  Henry  Smith,  January  1,  1338. 

On  December  13,  1835,  the  general  council  of  the  Provisional 
Government  of  Texas  passed  a  resolution  calling  a  convention  of 
delegates  from  the  municipalities  of  the  three  departments  to  meet 
on  the  first  of  the  following  March  clothed  with  full  power  as  to 
the  form  of  government  to  be  adopted*  The  Municipality  of  Harris  burg 
sent  Lorenzo  de  Zavala  and  Andrew  Briscoe  to  represent  it.  On  March 

17,  the  contention  adopted  a  constitution,  which  changed  the  polit- 

4 

ical  divisions  known  as  municipalities  to  counties.   An  act  of  the 


4 

Ga/mel,  Laws  of  Texas,  I,   1074. 


Congress  of  the  fteoublic  of  Texas,  dated  December  20,   1836,  provided 

5 
for  organizing  local  county  government.       Two  days  later  an  act 


5 

Ibid., I      1208. 


provided  that  the  county  seat  of  Harrisburg  County  should  be  Houston 

also  that  Galveston  Island  should  be  included  within  the  limits 

6 
of  Harris  urg  County.   On  December  28,  1839,  Congress  changed  the 


6 
Ibid.,  I,  1234. 


- 


namo  of  Harrisburg  County  to  that  of  Harris  County.   By  various 
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Ibid,,  II,  222. 


subsequent  acts  of  Congress  and  the  state  legislatures  creating  and 

defining  the  boundaries  of  the  counties  adjoining  it,  Harris  County 

has  been  reduced  to  its  present  size. 

p  It   is  said  that  the  'irst  settlor  in  the  county  "was  a  surveyor 

named  _E=M©r-,  who  in  1822  lived  alone  on  the  extreme  ond   of  Morgan*  s 

3 
Point.   John  Iiams,  with  his  mfe  and  two  sons,  settled  in  1322  near 


8 

C.  Anson  Jones,   "Extracts  from  an  Historical  Sketch  of  Harris 
County, H  in  Burke's  Texas  Almanac  end  Immigrant's  Hand  Book,  1879, 
pp.   7*4-83. 


the  mouth  of  Cedar  Bayou  where  a  league  of  land  was  granted  him, 

this  beinc  afterwards  the  home  of  Sam  Houston.     In  1323,  Mrs,  Jane 

ilkins  with  her  two  daughters  and  her  son-in-law,   Dr.  James  A.   E# 

Phelps,   settled  on  Bu'falo     avou  in  what  mis  later    -nown  aff  "Frost 

9 
i'own,"   in  the  limits  of  the  present  city  of  Houston.       This  is  claimed 


9 

Spanish  Land  Grant  Records,   II,   532  and  446,  and  Jones, 
"Historical   Si-etch,"    in  Burke's   Tex  s  Almanac,   1879,   p.   77. 


xo  htva  .>«9:i  one  eoniost  settlement  at  the  point  where  ixuueton  now 


- 


stands.  It  was  made  independently  of  any  colonial  grant,  as  Stephen 

F.  Austin  had  not  at  that  time  come  to  any  understanding  with  the 

10 
Mexican  government  concerning  the  granting  of  land.    Later*  -  rs. 


10 
J^dele  B.  Looscan,  "Harris  County,  1822-1845,"  in  Southwestern 
'"istorical  Qur rteriy,  XVIII,  137. 


Wilkins  petitioned  for  a  rrant  of  two  leagues  of  land  on  the  east 

11 
bank  of  the  Brazos  Kiver  and  was  granted  her  petition. 


11 

Spanish  Land  Grants  Eecords,  translation,  596. 


On  Julv  2C,  1824,  John  Austin,  mentioned  in  Stephen  P*  Austin* 3 

12 
will  as  "my  friend  and  old  companion,"   vns  granted  two  leagues  of 


12 

Deed  Records  of  Harris  County,  T,  342-343. 


land  on  Buffalo  Bayou,  "at  the  place  where  the  two  main  branches  of 

13 
said  bayou  come  together." 


13   ' 

Spanish  Records  of  Harris  County,  B,  128. 


The  townsite  of  Harrisburf';  was  laid  out  about  1G26.  John  R. 


'- 


6 

Harris  had  settled  there  in  that  year,  and    the  town  was  named  for 

14 
him*         It  was  located  at  the  junction  of  Buffalo  and  Bray's  bayous 


14 

Loosean,  "Harris  County,"  in  Southwestern  Historical  Quarterly, 
XVIII,  200, 


which  vm.s   considered  the  head  of  navigation,  and  soon  became  important 

as  a  depot  for  supplies.  The  building  of  a  steam  saw-mill  further 

increased  the  value  of  the  town  to  the  settlers  of  that  part  of  the 

country.  After  the  constitutional  convention  adjourned  at  Washington 

on  khreh  17,  1836,  President  Burnet  and  his  cabinet  retreated  to 

Rarrisburg,  and  this  ms  the  temporary  capital  of  Texas  until  the 

day  before  the  arrival  of  Santa  Anna.  The  Mexicans  burned  the  town 

and  it  was  not  again  laid  out  until  July,  1839,  after  which  it  had  a 

15 
revival  of  business  and  was  for  some  years  a  prosperous  town. 


15 

Dermot  H.  Hardy  and  Ingham  S.  Eoberts,  Historical  Review  of 
£outh-£ast  Texas     (Chicago,  1910),   I,   297. 


CFAPTEr  II 
ESTABLISHMENT  AND  EABLY  DEVELOPMENT 

of  wmmn 


John  Harris  died  on  August  21*  1829,  and  his  isate  was  in 

1 
litigation  until  1838.   In  1836,  the  final  settlement  of  the  law* 


1 

Loosean,    KHarr is  County,12  in  Southwestern  IFiistorical  Quarterly, 
XVIII,  200- 201. 


suit  which  involved  the  title  to  the  land  on  which  Harrlsburg  was 

built  seemed  so  remote  and  the  destructio     of  the  town  so  complete 

that*  in  spite  of  its  superior  advantages  for  the  location  of  a  city, 

the  founders  of  Houston  decided  to  begin  a  new  town  in  its  vicinity. 

These  founders,  Augustus  Chapman  Allen  and  his  brother,  John 

Mrby  illen,  eame  from  lew  York  to  Texas  in  1832,     r£hey  settled 

first  at  San  Augustine  and  then  moved  to  I%eogdoches  in  1833,  rixore 

they  became  interested  in  land  speculation,     hen  the  war  broke  out 

neither  brother  joined  the  Texan  army  nut  both  were  active  in  securiag 

2 

funds  for  the  government  and  the  army.   In  August,  1836,  they  bought 


Amelia  W.  Williams  and  Kugene  C.  Barker  (eds.),  The  Writings 
of  Sam  Houston  (Austin,  1933—),  II,  footnote,  131. 


7 


a 

from  Mrs*  T.  P«  L.  Parrott*  formerly  the  wife  of  John  Austin*  the 
south  half  of  the  lower  of  the  two  leagues  of  land  granted  to  John 
Austin*  near  the  head  of  tide  water  on  Buffalo  Bayou.  The  &QQ&  is 
dated  August  27,  1838,  and  was  recorded  on  November  8,  X837.  The 
consideration  expressed  was  five  thousand  dollars.  Tho  deed  declares 
in  accord  Y/ith  other  deeds  of  that  day*  ftthat  the  above  price  is  the 
just  value*  and  should  it  "be  hereafter  worth  more*  she  makes  a  dona- 

t 
i 

tion  of  the  excess  to  the  purchasers*  be  it  .ore  or  less." 


■/I 


s 

Deed  Records  of  Harris  County,  A,  157-158, 


On  August  SO*  1836*  tho  C olograph  and  Texas  Register*  then 
published  at  Columbia*  carried  an  advertisement  of  the  town  of 
Houston.  This  msterpiec©  of  boosting  servos  as  evidence  that  real 
estate  promotion  is  not  a  new  art. 


The  Town  of  Houston  situated  at  the  head  of  navi- 
gation on  the  T^est  bank  of  Buffalo  Bayou*  is  now  for 
the  first  time  brought  to  the  public  notice  because  un- 
til now,  the  proprietors  -snore  not  ready  to  offer  it  to 
the  public,  with  the  advantages  of  capital  and  improve- 
ments. 

The  town  of  Sous ton  is  located  at  a  point  on  tho 
river  which  must  ever  command  the  tirade  of  the  largest 
and  richest  portion  of  Texas.  By  reference  to  the  ioap 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  trade  of  San  Jacinto,  Spring 
Creek*  Sew  Kentucky  and  the  Brazos  above  and  below 
Fort  Bend  must  necessarily  come  to  tills  place  and  will 
at  this  time  warrant  the  employment  of  at  1  ?ast  one 
million  dollars  of  capital*  and  when  the  rich  lands  of 


- 


0 


this  country  shall  be  settled  a  trade  will  flow  to  it, 
makirsg  it  beyond  all  doubt,  the  great  interior  commer- 
cial emporium  of  Texas* 

The  town  of  Houston  is  distant  15  miles  from  the 
Brazos  I  iver,  30  miles,  a  little  north  of  east,  from 
San  Felipe,  80  miles  from  Washington,  40  miles  from 
Lake  Creek,  30  miles  South  West  from  Hew  Kentucky,  and 
15  miles  by  water  and  8  or  10  by  land  above  %rrisburg* 
Tide  water  runs  to  this  place  and  the  lowest  depth  of 
water  is  about  six  feet*  Vessels  from  Hew  Orleans  or 
Hew  York  can  sail  without  obstacle  to  ti  is  place,  and 
steamboats  of  the  largest  class  can  run  down  to  Galveston 
Island  in  8  or  10  hours,  in  all  seasons  of  the  year* 
It  is  but  a  few  hours  sail  down  the  bay,  where  one  may 
take  an  excursion  of  pleasure  and  enjoy  the  luxuries  of 
fish,  foul,  oysters  and  sea  bathing*  Galveston  Harbor, 
being  the  only  one  in  which  vessels  drawing  a  large 
draft  of  miter  can  navigate,  must  necessarily  render 
the  Island  the  great  naval  and  commercial  depot  of  the 
country* 

The  town  of  Houston  must  be  the  place  where  arms, 
ammunitions  and  provisions  for  the  government  will  bo 
stored,  because,  situated  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
country  it  combines  security  and  means  of  easy  distri- 
bution and  a  national  armory  will  no  Boubt  vory  soon 
be  established  at  this  point-* 

there  is  no   place  in  Texas  more  healthy,  having 
an  abundance  of  excellent  spring  winter,  and  enjoying 
the  sea  breeze  in  all  its  freshness,  !o  place  in 
Texas  possesses  so  many  advantages  for  building, 
havlag  Fine,  Ash,  Cedar  and  Oak  in  inexhaustible  quanti*» 
ties j  also  the  tall  &&<5.  beautiful  Magnolia  grows  in 
abundance.  In  the  vicinity  are  fine  quarries  of  stone. 

Katnre  appears  to  have  designated  this  pla  ee 
for  the  future  seat  of  government.  It  is  handsome 
and  beautifully  elevated,  salubrious  and  well  watered, 
and  now  in  the  very  heart  or  center  of  population, 
and  will  be  so  for  a  length  of  time  to  come*  It  com- 
bines two  important  advantages t  a  communication  with 
the  coast  and  foreign  countries,  and  with  the  different 
portions  of  the  Republic*  As  the  country  shall  im- 
prove', railroads  will  become  in  use,  and  will  be  ex- 
tended from  tbis  point  to  the  Brazos  and  up  the  same, 
and  also  from  t-  is  up  to  the  headwaters  of  San  Jaei.to, 
embracing  that  rich  country,  and  in  a  few  years  the 
whole  trad©  of  the  upper  Brazos  will  make  its  way  into 
Galveston  Bay  through  this  channel. 


10 


Preparations  are  now  making  to   erect  a  -miter 
Saw  Mill*  and  a  large  Public  Rouse  for  accomodation 
will  soon  be  opened*  Steamboats  now  run  in  this  river 
and  will  in  a  short  time  commence  running  regularly  to 
the  Island* 

The  Proprietors  offer  the  lots  for  sale  on  moder- 
ate terms  to  those  who  desire  to  improve  them*  and  in- 
vite the  public  to  examine  for  themselves. 

Signed 

A*  C.  Allen  for 

A.  C.  &  J.  K.  Allen. 


It  appears  that  the  Aliens  had  planned  their  city  and  noised 

abroad  their  intension  to  develop  it  before  the  do®d  to  the  land 

had  been  signed*  Mrs*  Bilue  Harris  says  there  were  circulars  and 

drawings  sent  out  which  represented  a  large  city  containing  churches* 

a  courthouse*  a  market  house*  and  a  square  of  land  on  which  to 

locate  a  capital  in  ease  the  seat  of  government  should  be  located 

4 
there*   She  says  that  in  June*  1836*  excitement  about  that  city 


4 

Mrs.  Dilue  Harris*  "Ihe  Reminiscences  of  Mrs.  Dilue  Harris*" 
in  The  Quarterly  of  the  Texas  Historical  Association,  IV,  179-182* 


of  Houston  was  so  great  that  some  of  the  young  men  in  her  neighbor- 
hood, hBT  brother  among  them,  visited  it.     "After  being  absent 
some  time  they  said  it  was  hard  work  to  find  the  city  in  the  pins 
woods;  and  that*  when  they  did  it  consisted  of  on©  dugout  canoe, 
a  bottle  gourd  of  whiskey  and  a  surveyor's  chain  and  compass,  and 
■was  inhabited  by  four  men  with  an  ordinary  camping  outfit*"     !Ihe 
proprietors  seem  to  have  made  their  plans,  advertised  their  hopes 


•  ' 


• 


XX 

as  realities,  and  then  set  about  making  them  such,  in  a  very  suc- 
cessful way* 

The  Telegraph  of  Boveinber  19,  1836*  carried  the  notice,  *We 
have  at  length,  and  almost  without  the  use  of  mathematical  instru- 
ments, completed  a  plan  of  the  city  of  Houston  x^iieh  can  be  seen 
at  the  senate  chamber*"  £his  first  map  ibs  made  by  Gail  and  Thomas 
II*  Borden  in  18 36,  and  what  is  believed  to  be  the  original  map  now 
hangs  in  the  history  collection  of  the  Houston  Public  Library* 
Buffalo  Bayou  formed  the  northeast  boundary  line  of  the  town,  and 
the  plot  extended  southwest  from  the  stream  six  blocks  and  par- 
alleled the  bayou  twelve  blocks*  Water  Street  followed  along  the 
south  bank  of  the  stream,  and  all  the  other  streets,  with  two  ex- 
ceptions, had  their  present  names*  South  of  ?ater  Street  came 
Comma  ree  Street,  then  Franklin,  Congress*  Preston,  and  Prairie. 
The  p resent  Texas  Avenue  formed  th©  south  line,  though  it  was  not 
named  on  the  map*  Westward  from  the  present  Crawford  Street, 
the  order  is?  Hilton  (now  La  Branch),  Bbmer  (now  Austin),  Caroline* 
San  Jacinto,  Fannin,  Main,  Travis,  Milam,  Louisiana,  Smith,  Bra2os, 
the  west  line  being  what  is  now  Bagby  Street.  There  are  sixths-two 
whole  andifraetional  blocks*  Block  34  is  designated  as 'Congress 
Square, n  block  SI  as  "Court  House  Square,*  the  south  half  of  block 
68  is  marked  "Church  I  ©serve,*1  and  the  south  half  of  block  55  is 
*  School  House  Square*1™  The  courthouse  of  Harris  County  has  always 
stood  on  block  31,  as  ^as  the  original  plan*  The  "Church  reserve* 
is  th©  plot  on  which  the  first  vhro&  Methodist  Church  btdldiqgs 


• 


s 
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wore  consecutively  built,  but  the  Chronicle  building  now  stands 
on  this  square*  The  "School  House  Square*1  is  where  Christ  Epis- 
copal Church  now  stands  and  where  its  predecessors  stood*  The 
"Congress  Square**  lias  alvmys  been  the  market  and  city  hall  site 
until  the  new  city  hall  was  completed  in  1939*  It  appears  that 
the  original  plan  vms  altered*  for  on  the  nap  is  \vritten* 


"£he  original  plan  of  the  town  of  Houston  as  sur- 
veyed by  Messrs*  G*  &  ?♦  H*  Borden  ms  altered  pre- 
vious to  the  sale  of  any  of  the  lots  and  those  ^sho  have 
purchased  have  and  will  continue  to  do  so  according  to 

the  plan  of  the  town  as  it  is  herewith  presented  and, 
I  est  1  upon  the  witnesses  to  testify  to  the  same* 

Houston— Jany— 18  th  1837 

Witness 

James  S*  Holman  Jno«  £*  Allen  for 

T*  H*  Gazley  A*  C  *  &  J.  K.  Allen* ° 


5 

Sap  of  Houston,  in  Central  Library/  of  Houston  Public  Library* 
Houston,  Texas* 


The  Houston  library  also  owns  three  other  maps  of  early 
6 

Houston*   rhat  is  believed  to  be  the  seoo  d  map  of  Houston  was  mdo 


a 

These  maps  were  bought  in  1937  from  a  isan  in  Missouri  who 
claims  that  they  had  been  in  the  attie  in  his  heme  since  his  earliest 

recollection*     The  purchase  was  raade  possible  by  a  monetary  gift  to 
the  library  from  Miss  Annette  Finnigan  of  Houston* 


■ 


13 
in  1837  by  the  Bordens*  It  is  larger  than  the  first  map  and  shows 
that  additional  blocks  bad  boon  laid  off  on  the  south*  east,  and 
west.  On  these  first  two  maps  a  square  "was  loft  lying  across  Main 
Street,  bounded  by  Tessas  Avenue  on  the  north,  Rusk  on  the  south, 
Fannin  on  the  east,  and  Travis  on  the  west*  In  this  square  on  the 
map  of  1837,  is  writ  tens 


This   square  is  intended,  and  will  be  offered 
bo  Congress  as  the  Capitol  Square,  but  in  the  event 
it  is  not  accepted,  it  will  be  laid  off  into  lots 
to  correspond  with  the  other  blocks* 

fitness 

W.  R.  Allen  James  S.  Holman,  i^gent, 

June  27,  1837  Houston 


It  seems  it  was  iubvqy  accepted  and  was  laid  off  into  blocks*     On 

tills  map  the  names  of  Hosier  and  Milton  streets  have  been  changed 

to  Austin  and  La  Branehe  in  honor  of  Stephen  F*  Austin  and 

Aleee  La  Branehe,   charge  d 'affairs  from  the  tfe&ted  States  and 

the  first  minister  to  announce  the  recognition  of  Tessas  as  a 
7 

nation*         It  is  said  that  La  Branch  Street  wis  once  called 

7 

Jones,  "Historical  Sketch,*1  in  Burke* s  Texas  Almanac,  1879, 
p*  84* 


Lamar  Street  but  because  of  the  unpopularity  of  President  Lamar 

8 
in  Houston  the  name  ms  changed*    If  this  is  true,  the  name 


• 


■.. 


-:. 


- 
- 


■ 


• 


- 


• 
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8 
Loo scan,  n Harris  County,"  1b  Soutfanares  t.ern  Historical  Quarterly 
IIX,  40. 


Lamar  was  retained  for  a  very  short  time,  as  on  the  first  map  the 

street  it  ©ailed  Milton  Street  and  on  all  the  other  naps  it  is 

called  La  Branch*     Crawford  Street  was  named  for  Joseph  Tucker 

Crawford  who  visited  Texas  in  1837  for  the  purpose  of  reporting 

9 

on  the  condition  of  the  country  to  Great  Britain.   The  1837  map  is 


Ibid.,  XIX,  41. 


the  first  to  show  his  name  on  the  street.  On  the  second  map  is 
written  the  following* 


Kie  plan  of  the  town  of  Houston  as  it  is  her© 
exhibited  and  extended  from  the  original  survey  mad© 
by  Messrs*  G.  &  T*  E.  Borden,  is  the  on©  by  which  all 
lots  are  sold,  not included  in  the  plot  of  the  town 
as  made  by  said  Bordens,  in  evidence  of  which  I  sign 
the  same  in  the  city  of  Houston, ****•••••.•*. .1837* 


Ho  signature  is  to  be  seen*  There  may  hove  once  been  one  and  it 
mas  cut  off  when  the  map  was  framed.  Ihen  these  aaps  were  pur- 
chased by  the  library  they  were  in  frames,  and  they  now  hang  in 
the  same  frames  they  had  at  the  time  of  thoir  mirchase. 


' 


; 

■ 

■ 

- 


■ 


' 


u 

/nether  map,  made  in  January*  1839,  by  A.  Girard  of  the 
Tes&s  army,  shows  the  town  e  xtended  to  Live  Oak  Street  on  the  east, 
three  tiers  south  of  Lamar  on  the  south,  to  the  bayou  on  the  west 
and  five  tiers  north  of  the  bayou*  The  last  of  the  four  saps  is 
undated  and  unsigned,  but  it  isas  made  after  Houston  had  expanded 
such  more  in  every  direction  and  of  course  lacks  the  interest  it 
would  hold  if  it  were  known  in  vhat  year  Hots  ton  had  enlarged  to 
thet  extent* 

%  the  time  the  land  was  bought,  the  proprietors  had  begun  to 

work  on  their  plan  for  making  Houston  the  capitol  of  the  Republic* 

Housing  facilities  at  Columbia  were  entirely  inadequate  for  Congress, 

and  the  ill  ens  were  quick  to  see  their  opportunity  for  furthering 

the  interests  of  their  nmr  town*  John  K*  Allen  was  a  member  of 

the  House  of  Kepresentatives  from  Eaeogdoches  for  the  first  session 

of  the  First  Congress,  which  convened  October  5,  1836*  On  lovesber 

2,  the  Senate  adopted  a  join  resolution  providing  that  each  house 

of  Congress  appoint  a  conaaittee  of  three,  "whose  duty  it  shall  be 

to  report  the  most  eligible  point  at  which  to  locate  the  seat  of 

government  of  this  republic,  from  and  after  the  adjournment  of 

the  present  Congress,  up  to  the  year  of  our  Lord,  eighteen  hundred 

10 
and.*..*w    On  Hovember  8,  the  House  selected  its  committee  In 


10 

Journals  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Bepubllc 

of  Texas,  first  Congress^-Firs •;  Session,  39. 

i'»n.ii»i«  mil numi,  inn  mi— — mim  »i»'imiin«niiiii»  n  i«im«n  ii»,»a«  n    mm   ■iiki.ii  iiniiiiimiiiiiiii  i  < ii   in  w«»imiii»»ii»iiniiiii«in «  m    »  wnii—mwi 


16 
11 
accordance  with  the  terms  of  this  resolution.    Both  eomiiittoes 


11 

Ibid*,  161. 


hum.  ii.  i.   I  in I ■  »wija.,»»«».— ni«i— <i»»i  ■  .  i.  min .ii  — — jffp 

reported  on  Soveaber  11  that  they  had  failed  to  agree. 


12 

Ibid.,  148. 


On  November  14,  a  bill  was  reported  to  be  entitled  "an  act 

IS 
locating  teissporarily  the  seat  of  government  •"    This  act  of 


13 

Ibid. »  150, 


Congress  made  the  selection  of  a  site  a  subject  of  competition 

among  the  various  aspirants.     The  sponsor  of  each  site  set  forth 

in  a  report  the  advantages  of  his  choice  of  location  for  the 

eapitol.     B.  ?•  Branch*  representative  from  Liberty  County*  on 

November  19,  and  again  on  Bovomber  21,  presented  "the  proposals 

of  Mr.  John  K.  Allen  of  XSaoogdoches*  in  relation  to  the  locating 

of  the  capitol  at  Houston.     On  each  occasion  the  proposals  were 

14 
read  and  laid  on  Oiq  table.         On  November  SO,  the  Senate  met  with 


14 

Journals  of  fcfae  Koiise»  169*  174» 


Xf 


the  House  of  Representatives  to  locate  the  seat  of  government*  and 

Allen  and  Branch  were  appointed  by  the  speaker  as  a  cosmitfce©  of 

15 
arrangements  to  prepare  for  the  reception  of  the  Senate*    The 


15 

Ibid*,  211-212. 


toons  nominated  were  Houston,  ISatagorda,  Washington,  Velaseo* 
Qulntam*  H&eogdoehes,  Hidalgo,  Refugio*  Fort  Bend,  Goliad, Groee*s 
Retreat,  Bexar,  Columbia*  San  Patricio,  Brasorla,  and  Qroaimbo, 
Houston  received  eleven  votes  on  the  first  ballot?  Matagorda  came 
next,  receiving  eight  votes.  On  the  second  voting*  Houston  re- 
ceived seventeen  votes}  Washington  came  next  with  thirteen  votes. 
On  the  third  count  Houston  had  nineteen  votes  and  Washington  thir- 
teen. Houston  won  on  the  fourth  ballot  with  twenty-one  votes. 
^hereupon*  the  Speaker  proclaimed  the  town  of  Houston  was  duly 

selected  by  joint  vote  of  both  houses  of  congress  as  the  seat  of 

16 
soverment  for  the  Republic  of  Texas  until  the  year  1340,  ** 


16 

Journals  of  the  House*  212. 


This  decision  was  embodied  in  an  act  approved  by  President 
Houston  on  December  IS,  1836,  which  dec  la  reds 


,  ■ 
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£hat  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  ^pril 
next*  the  seat  of  government  for  the  republic  of 
Tessas  shall  be  established  at  the  town  of  Houston, 
on  Buffalo  Bayou,  until  the  end  of  the  session  of 
congress  -which  shall  assemble  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty.17 


17 

Gaiasaei*  Latrs  of  lexas*  I,  1133* 


this  act  also  authorized  the  president  to  have  buildings 
erected  at  Houston  for  the  aeeoimaodation  of  the  different  deport- 
Giants  of  government*  provided  the  sun  expended  for  them  should 
not  exceed  fifteen  thousand  dollars •     Congress  adjourned  on 
December  21  to  meet  in  Houston  the  next  year. 

In  January*  1837*  the  Laura*  the  first  steamboat  ever  to  dock 

at  Houston,  brought  a  small  group  of  settlers  to  the  new  town. 

Among  her  passengers  were  *?»  &»  Mien,  one  of  the  proprietors* 

Francis  P.  Lubbock*  General  Mosley  3aker  and  Benjamin  C.  Prankin. 

Francis  Lubbock  says,  in  writing  of  the  trip*  that  after  a  careful 

18 
search  ifeey  ^discovered"  the  tows*        The  boat  had  no  trouble  in 


45. 


18 

Francis  E.  Lubbock,  Six  DacadQS  to  Tg3cas  (Austin,  1900), 


the  bayou  until  it  reached  Harris  burg*  but  it  required  three  days 
to  mis©  the  tssKslv®  loiies  from  Iferrisburg  to  Houston.     Itere  w@ro 


. 


19 

so  many  obstructions  in  the  channel  the  passengers  had  to  get  out 
on  the  shore  and  cut  down  trees  for  ¥d.nd lassos  to  heave  the  logs 
and  snags  out  of  their  my*  Ihey  arrived  in  Houston  on  January  26 
to  find  the  town  composed  of  a  few  settlers  lining  in  tents,  with 
several  small  houses  in  the  course  of  erection*.  Logs  were  being 
hauled  in  to  be  used  in  building  a  hotel  for  Colonel  Benjamin  Fort 
Smith* 

The  Telegraph  of  March  31,  1837,  reported* 


/Je  are  highly  gratified  in  stating  that  the  pro- 
cess of  building  is  rapidly  advancing  at  Houston!  the 
offices  intended  for  the  reception  of  the  several  de- 
partments of  government,  will  soon  be  completed!  the 
building  also  Intended,  for  our  press  is  nearly  finished, 
we  shall,  therefore,  soon  make  arrangements  for  the 
removal  of  our  printing  establishment  to  this  city. 


the  Bella,  the  first  sailing  vessel  to  come  up  to  Houston, 

arrived  from  St.  Joseph,  Florida,  on  the  twent'M'lrst  of  the  foi- 
ls 

lowing  April*    It  ms  four  days  ascending  the  bayou  from  Harris- 


19 

Jones,  "Historical  Bk etch, "  in  Burke's  JPaxae  Almam-oA  18?9, 
p.  85. 


burg,  as  obstructions  again  had  to  be  cut  from  the  channel,  m 
arrived  just  in  time  for  many  of  the  passengers  to  attend  the  ball 
celebrating  the  first  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto. 


• 


20 
This  ball  was  hold  in  the  Carlos  building,  vhlohwas  in  the  process 
of  construe tlon  and  had  as  yot  no  roof  except  a  canopy  of  b©ughe 
of  trees  laid  on  the  joicts*     General  Houston  and  Mrs.  Mosely  Baker 


20 
led  off  the  danoo* 

20 

-Jones* 
p»  85. 

^Historical  Sketch," 

in  Burke's 

Texas 

Almanac, 

1879, 

It  had  been  the  plan  for  the  government  to  be  moved  to  Houston 

by  April  1,  1837,  but  because  the  necessary  buildings  tsqtv  not 

ready  the  executive  department  did  not  leave  Columbia  until  April 

21 
IS.         The  telegraph  of  March  17,  1839,  in  a  sutsmary  entitled  "A 


21 
Em  !•  *?is£3,er,  "The  Beat  of  Government  of  Texas, '**  In  Jghg 
Quarterly  of  the  Texas  Stat©  Historical  Association,  X,  169<f" 


*^«n*-Matg»M*n  HC' 


Chronicle  of  Events  During  the  Second  Year  of  the  Independence  of 

Texas,"   says  for  April  16,  1837,  "The  president  and  cabinet     reinov© 

frosi  Columbia  to  Houston***     It  is  believed  that  the  government  and 

*k0  *£®l®g^sgfo  sad©  tli©  trip  together  on  the  Yellowstone  #iich  loft 

22 
Columbia  os  April  16  and  arrived  in  Houston  on  April  27»         On  Ifey  1* 


22 

Telegraph  and  Texas  Register  (Houston),  l%y  2,  1837,  and 
Winkler,   "The  Seat  of  Government,"  in  The  Quarterly  of  the  Texas 
State  Historical  Association,  X,  3C* 


Mf>^nn.<ini!i'  +mw.  win  arc  mmwwmww*  iiinwiH>waM<w«ii^wWM^HMM*^^  ammawiw. 


21 

the  second  session  of  the  First'  Congress  set  in  the  pertly  completed 

capital  and  on  lay  5*  heard  the  president's  message  in  the  Hall  of 

23 
Representatives* 


*—  t  •nmm*mmmim*mmmmmmmjm»)m   m*H**m 


23 

Telegraph  and  Texas  Regis  ter»  Stay  2,  1837,  and  May  9,  1837  < 


The  /I  less  had  promised  to  cons  true  t  out  of  their  ami  means 

an  adequate  eapitol  building  and  other  necessary  build  ngs  for 

government  officials*     These  were  to  be  ranted  to  the  government* 

but  is  ease  of  the  removal  of  the  eapitol  from  Houston*  they  were 

24 
to  revert  to  the  builders*         This  ms  a  big  promise  for  the 


A*  M*  Clopper  to  Nicholas  Clopper*  Decesiber  18*  1836,  from 
"She  Clopper  Correspondence,"  in  The  '-'iiarterly  of  the  Tggae  j^tate 
Historical  Association*  XIII,  138 ♦ 


■  mi  r— Mf— I 


proprietors.     Building  material  ms  hard  to  get  and  expensive*  and 

labor  was  scarce*     There  ms  no  stone  and  for  a  time  so  brick  ims 

zaamsfaetured.     Lubbock  says  that  lumber  eeuld  not  be  sawed  fast 

enough  by  the  ^Mp-»saw  then  used,  and  the  occasional  cargoes  that 

25 
eeiae  from  abroad  sold  as  high  as  $100  to  £150  per  thousand  feet. 

26 

Lubbock,  Sis:  Decades  in  ToxaSj  54» 
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3ie  majority  of  buildings  for  a  long  time  wore  of  logs,  clapboards, 

and  roughly  sawed  boards,  and  the  heating  ms  done  by  stick  and 

mud  chimneys*     The  Aliens,  fearing  they  might  not  have  the  promised 

day 
eapitol  ready  for  the  meeting  of  Congress   on  the  first /of  Hay, 

erected  on  Main  Street  a  one-story  building  covering  the  front 

of  an  entire  block.     At  one  corner  of  the  block  was  a  large  room 

for  the  Senate,  and  on  the  other  corner  was  a  larger  one  for  the 

House  of  Representatives.     The  space  between  was  partitioned  off 

into  rooms  for  tha  department  offices.  Golonel  Thossas  W»  Ward  ms 

the  contractor,     and  he  pushed  the  work  with  such  energy  that  the 

eapitol,  though  not  finished,  ^as  far  enough  advanced  to  accomso-. 

26 
date  Congress  and  idle  heads  of  departments  when  they  assonbled* 


26 

Lubbock,  Six  Decades  in  Teses*  48-49. 


In  the  winter  of  1837-38,  this  one-story  building  ■was  replaced  by 
a  better  eapitol  by  the  Aliens,  and  again  Colonel  Ward  ms  the 
contractor.     It  was  built  at  the  corner  of  Main  Street  and  llexas 
Avenue,  and  in  -that  day  ms  a  "truly  mgnif  ieent  building. * 


27 

Jones,  "Historical  Sketch,51  in  Burke* s  Taxes  Almanac,  1379, 
p.  85. 


Colonel  Sdward  Stiff,  who  visited  Houston  in  1339,  describes  it  as 


"a  noat  tsso  storj  frame  building,  with  a  portico  in  front,  and  two 

wings  in  th©  rearj  whleh  ar©  divided  into  apartments  sufficient 

28 
for  th©  public  offices* n         Hiis  was  tho  capitol  as  long  as  th© 


Edward  Stiff,  The  Texan  Smigrant  (Cincinnati,  18  :c),  30, 


s©at  of  government  remained  at  Houston,     Th©  government  paid  a 

29 
yearly  rental  of  five  thousand  dollars. 


Gomel*  Laws  of  Texas,  II,  6* 


Th©  president  *s  heme,  according  to  John  J*  Audubon's  diary, 

was  a  small  log  house  consisting  of  two  rooms  and  a  passage  trough* 

One  of  the  rooms  had  a  puncheon  floor  and  the  other  a  dirt  floor* 

and  Audubon  says  it  was  "zsuddy  and  filthy"  when  ho  called  Qti  th© 

30 

president  in  May,  1837*         Shortly  after  this,  Congress  appointed  a 


S.  W.  Geiser,  "Naturalists  of  th©  Frontier, ;J  in  Southwest 
Review,  XITI,  127, 


coismittee  to  purchase  a  residence  for  the  president,  and  Francis  R, 
Lubbock  proposed  to  roll  his  store  building  to  the  government  for 
the  executive  loansion.     He  says  that  it  was  "a  large  old-time  one- 


■ 
■ 


' 


m 

31 

story  house  and  a  half  story  abov5,  with  dormer  windows  •**    £o- 


m+emmmmm\m  mmHtfmmmtm    *  iih>winii>w mMmmm  mtmmmm  wmm**mmmmmmmmmM&Mb  ■  wtmm 


31 
Lubbock,  Six  Deoadee  in  Texas,  BQ* 


cordingly,  on  lovemfoer  18  of  the  same  year,  an  act  -©as  approved 

providing  for  the  purchase  of  Lubbock* s  building  for  sis  thousand 

dollars,  to  be  paid  in  promissory  notes  of  tho  governments  Two 

thousand  dollars  was  also  voted  to  be  spent  for  completing  and  fur- 

32 
nashing  the  house*    This  house  ms  on  the  corner  of  Main  and 

^reston-  Streets  and  was  built  by  Captain  E.  P*  Boyce* 


Telegraph  and  Texas  Register,  Jsnuary  §,  1838, 


Relative  to  this  subject  is  an  interesting  personal  view 
expressed  is  a  letter  from  President  Houston  to  Miss  Anns  Baguet, 
for  itiose  hand  Houston  was  a,   suitor  for  several  years,  It  was 
written  on  February  1,  1833,  and  says* 


It  is  late  at  night,  and  I  am  freezing  in  a  miser- 
able open  house?  four  windows  in  it,  and  not  one  pane  of 
glass' nor  shatter-— three  doors,  and  shutters  to  but  two- 
no  ceiling  and  the  floor  loose  laid*  Is  not  this  a 
**lhite  louse*' with  a  plague  to  it?  The  Palace  is  not 
finished,  but  it  is  said  to  be  in  progress  and  will  soon 
be  completed.  I  have  sent  to  %w  York  for  magnificent 
furniture,  and  when  it  arrives,  what  a  beautiful  contrast 
I  shall  enjoy* ^ 


S3 

Bmm  Houston  to  Anna  Baguet,  February  1*  1838,  in  Williams  and 
Barker  (eds#),  pie  Writings  of  Sam  Houston*  II*  190* 


At  the  time  the  government  was  finding  itself  without  a  roof  over 

its  head*  the  Talegregh  also  was  having  its  housing  troubles.  It  had 

arrived  on  t&e  Yellowstone*  on  April  27*  after  having  spent  a  greet 

part  of  two  days  "groping"  at  the  rate  of  "one  or  two  miles  an  hour 

to  the  varv  crown  of  the  »head  of  navigation  of  Buffalo  Bayou, tM   to 

34 
find  that  "no  building  had  ever  been  intended  for  th©  press.**    The 
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Telegraph  and  ..Texas  Register*  May  2,  1937» 


editor  s&ys   they  succeeded  in  renting  a  shanty,  **whieh*  although  like 
the  capitel  in  this  place* 


•Without  a  roof  and  without  a  floor* 
%thout  windows  and  without  a  door*f 


is  the  only  convenient  building  attainable*  Our  troubles  have  not 
yst  ended,the  shanty  is  falling  about  our  ears*  two  massive  beams 
have  dropped  down  upon  the  stands,  made  a  most  disgusting  jd  &n& 
driven  the  workmen  to  seek  safety  outside*  the  devil  alone  looks 
smiling  on  the  mischief."  Th©  editor*  as  though  repenting  of  his 
seeming  state  of  discouragement*  remarks  in  the  same  column  that  the 
^industry  enterprise  and  amount  of  capital  which  a  re  now  minds  to  ring 


' 


. 


to  its  greatness *  t^ill  soon  elevate  the  embryo  city  to  a  prominent 
rank  among  the  cities  of  older  countries.  Be  thinks  th©  principal 
disadvantage  to  the  place  is  its  difficulty  of  access  by  miter,  the 
bayou  above  liarrisburg  being  ''so  narrow,  so  serpentine  and  blocked 
up  with  snags  and  overhanging  trees  that  immense  improvements  will 
be  required  to  render  theinavigation  convenient  for  large  steam- 
boats*11 

/bout  tito  -seek®  later,  th©  naturalist,  John  J»  Audubon,  ap- 
peared on  the  scene  to  receive  about  th©  same  impression  the  editor 
had  expressed.  In  his  diary  for  May  15,  1837,  he  says  that  he  and 
son®  travelling  companions  landed  at  Houston,  "drenched  to  the  skin** 
and  were  received  by  Captain  jest  of  the  Yellows  tone  who  let  then 
use  his  stateroom  and  served  them  dinner*  Shanties,  cargoes  of 
hogsheads,  drunk  Indians  who  had  coaa  to  Houston  to  make  a  treaty, 
were  scattered  around  in  the  mud*  Houses  half-finished,  the  roofless 
capitol,  tents,  and  a  liberty  pole  were  8>ihibited  to  their  view  as 
they  climbed  the  bank  of  the  bayou*  they  waded  through  water  to 
their  ankles  to  the  president's  house,  and  there  were  presented  to 
several  members  of  the  cabinet,  **som©  of  whom  bore  the  stamp  of 
men  of  Intel  lectin!  ability,"  In  contrast  to  the  shanties  and  mud, 
President  Houston  appeared  from  one  of  the  grog-shops, **where  he  had 

been  to  prevent  the  further  sale  of  ardent  spirits  to  the  Indians," 

35 
wearing  a  fancy  velvet  coat  and  trousers  tr lamed  with  gold  lace. 


27 
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Geisor,  Naturalists  of  the  Frostier,"  in  Southwest  Review, 
X  If   128» 


Littleton  Fowler,  a  Methodist  missionary  in  Houston  in  the  fall 
of  1837,  describes  Houston  In  bis  diary  as  a  town  ten  months  old 
wife  a  population  of  eight  hundred,  "also  many  stores  and  any  number 
of  doggeries."        Mrs.  Mary  Austin  Eolley  came  in  December,  1837* 


Dors.  Fowler  Arthur,   "Jottings  from  the  Old  Journal  of 
Littleton  Fabler,  t?  in  The  Quarterly  of  the  T^xas  Historical  Assooiiw 
tion,  II,  79, 


and  wrote  in  a  letter  to  her  daughter  a  description  of  the  town» 
She  saysj 


On  this  isaain  street  are  two  large  hotels,  2 
stories,  with  galleries  (crowded  to  overflowing)  sev- 
eral stores  2  stories—painted  white-*-©ne  block  of 
eleven  stores  (rent  $500  each)— some  2  story  &ml- 
ling  houses—and  the^  the  eapitol—70  feet  front— 
140  rear—painted  peach  blossom  about  ~f  mil©  f  rem. 
the  landing.     Other  streets  parallel  and  at  right 
angles,  are  built  cm  here  and  there,  but  chiefly 
designated  by  stakes.     On©  story  dwellings  are  scat- 
tered in  the  edge  of  the  tSmber  which  forms  an  amphi- 
theatre round  the  prairie,  according  to  the  bend  of 
the  Bayou,  which,  being,  wider,  would  rentier  this  a 
most  eligible  toun  site.    As  it  is,  it  is  too  incon- 
venient, besides  being  unhealthy  &  a  removal  of  the 
government  is  talked  of* •••"hen  the  steamboat  left 
we  were  invited  to  the  house  of  Mr*  Allea— the 
proprietor  of  the  land  on  which  the  city  is  built* 
lie  iso*  courae  wealthy*       ho  is  a  northern  lady* 


. 


%ey  are  v®ry  genteel  people  and  live  well*     Have  a 
good  house  and  elegant  furniture  (mahogany**  hair 

sofas—red  velvet  reeking  chairs,  &  e)  all  nice  and 
new*  &  in  modern  style*     Here  we  were  most  kindly 
entertained  for  two  days*^" 
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Mary  Austin  Ilolley  to  Barristte  Holley,  December  24,  1837,  in 

ttie  Austin  ifeteher  (e&<*)«  Le *ters  of  an  Early  American  Traveller? 
(Dallas,   1933),  70* 
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An  aot  to  incorporate  Houston  vms  approved  by  the  president  on 
33 
June  £>,  IS 37*    Siis  act  provided  that  eight  aldermen,  a  E&yor, 
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Telegraph  and  ftggM  Register,  August  5,  1837  # 


treasurer,  secretary,  collector,  and  one  constable  should  be  sleeted* 
So  on  June  82,  1837,  the  citizens  of  the  city  mot,  with  Br*  Robert 
Marsh  as  ©hairsmn  and  Thoia&s  M*  lard  as  secretary,  and  passed  reso- 
lutions that  the  chairman  appoint  a  oomudttee  of  three  persons  to 
wait  on  the  chief  Justice  and  his  associates  i%fov  the  purpose  of 
forwarding  ttie  views  of  the  citizens  of  Houston,  and  notify  the 
citizens  according  to  law  for  the  purpose  of  electing  town  officers**' 

i 

Judge  Isaac  Batterson,  Francis  Lubbock,  and  Kiosaas  W*  -'.ard  were  ap- 
pointed.    A  resolution  was  then  passed  that  the  chairman  appoint  a 
coEEiittee  of  eight  to  form  the  citizens  into  a  patrol  for  the  purpose 
of  preserving  order*      Judge  Batterson,  Francis  Lubbock,  Ihoxaas  w* 
ward.  Captain  Andrew  Moore,  Pr*  Thorns  J*  Gftsley*  Major  Isaec  foreland. 


• 


• 


. 


. 


M»  Mann  and  A*  Pobertson  formed  tills  polic©  coEEiittee*     H©  record 
Is  found  of  the  first  election  of  municipal  officers*  but  It  o©~ 
curred  Is  August,  as  shoitn  by  the  Minutes  of  the  _Digtriot  £©urt* 
Book  A*  page  93*  in  istiieh  the  claims e  occurs,  *that  a  Mayor  and 
ald@raa&  -pare  Sleeted  In  August  last*"     The  result  of  the  election, 
so  far  as  the  xrayor  was  concerned,  is  indicated  by  a  notice  which 
appeared  in  the  Telegraph  of  September  30,  1837,  that  an  election 
wotdd  b©  held  on  October  5  for  the  purpose  of  electing  two  alder- 
man to  fill  the  vacancies  occasioned  by  the  deaths  of  Hugh  MeCrory 
and  Iceman  Keicy*     This  notice  was  signed,  ""b-  order  of  his  honor 
James  S.  Bolman,  Mayor***    Again  on  October  11,  1837,  a  notice 
signed  nKany  Citizens"  appeared  in  the  Telegraph  calling  attention 

of  "the  myor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Houston"  to  the  muddy 

39 
condition  of  the  streets* 
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About  five  years  ago  Mr*  L*  W*  Kemp  of  Houston  found  an  old 
book  in  the  County  Clerk's  office  in  the  Sarris  Countv  Courthouse 
at  Houston  in  which  wers  recorded  the  names  of  fehe  early  city  offi- 
cials*    %*  Kemp  took  a  number  of  notes  from  this  book,  but  the  book 
lias  been  misplaced  since  then„  and  none  of  the  officials  are'  able 
to  give  any  infonaai&on  concerning  it*     Mr*  Kemp's  notes  contain  the 
information  that  Andrew  Briscoe,  Chief  Justice  of  Barrisburg  County, 
ordered  an  election  to  b©  held  on  August  15,  1837*  to  select  the  city 
officials*     James  S.  Holnan  ms  chosen  mayor,  receiving  twelve  votes* 
His  opponents'  were  Francis  R*  Lubbock,  who  received  eleven  votes,  ami 
Ihom&s  Williaa  'Jard*  who  las  given  ten  votes*     Other  officers  elected 
were  David  S*  Harbert,  treasurer*  Seth  Carey,  colleetor,  and  the  fol*> 
lowing  aldermeni  John  Birdsall,  Inoxsas  S*  Scott,  Lesmn  Keloy,  Hugh 

McCrory,  Josiah  Bishte,  John  Hall*  William  KcCraven  and  lanassi&h 
Sevey.     Holman  was  inaugurated  on  August  28,  1837* 


30 


Another  act  of  incorporation  for  Houston  -ems  approved  on 
40 
December  29*  1837#    It  provided  that  Houston  be  incorporated 
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Telegraph  and  Jfeaas  Pegjster,  Supplement  to  February  24,  1338» 


under  and  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  benefits  cf  an  act  grant- 
ing a  charter  of  incorporation  to  the  town  of  Brazoria*     this  last 
act,  which  had  \>qbii  passed  on  November  16,  1837,  provided,  among 
other  things,  that  on  the  first  Monday  of  each  year  an  election  be 
held  for  sayor,  a  constable,  and  eight  aldsrmenj  the  xa&yer  i&s  to 
be  president  of  the  board  of  aldermeni  aldermen  ware  to  have  entire 
control  over  the  streets  of  the  towns  all  free  m&n  between  the 
ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  and  all  slaves  between  sixteen  and 
sixty  were  liable  to  work  on  the  streets ;  and  the  board  of  alder- 
men should  have  power  to  levy  taxes  on  all  persons  and  pror>erty 


Telegraph  and  Tessas  Egglster,  January  27,  1838, 


the  election  provided  for  in  this  act  sust  have  bem  held  as 
scheduled,  as  the  Telegraph  of  January  20,  1333,  carries  a  notice 
for  the  alderaen  to  meet  at  the  saayor's  offiee,  and  it  is  signed, 
*F»  Moore,  Jr»,  Mayor •" 

Fran  the  tiiae  Houston  was  laade  the  capitol  it  grew  rapidly. 


/ 


•^e  Telegraph  of  May  18,  1837,  ooxsnazrts  at  length  on  the  Tepidity 
of  growth  of  the  torn,     the  editor  says  that  he  began  boarding  a 
a  few  days  before  in  quite  a  retired  part  of  town  but  that  so  xaany 
houses  and  tents  have  sprung  up  in  the  course  of  the  few  days  that 

his  boarding  place  1ms  become  quite  public  and  foms  "a  part  of  a 
busy  little  village*  ringing  constantly  with  the  din  of  hanssers* 
saws,  planes***    He  says  crows  of  enterprising  immigrants  are  ar- 
riving on  every  vessel  and  wonders,  since  iiamigration  has  already 
"effected  such  prodigies  in  this  city,  what  isay  w©  not  expect  from 
those  places  which  nature  has  destined  to  beco&se  great. I! 

!Yith  such  rapid  growth*  it  was  natural  that  land  speculation 
and  buying  and  selling  of  city  property  should  bee ose  an  important 

business.     By  April,  1837,  Bensley  and  Buchanan,  land  agents,  were 

42 
advertising  a  general  land  agency.         The  Tel  egr&ph  of  August  12, 
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Telegraph  and  T&x&&  Register*  April  4,  1837. 


1837,  carried  an  advertisement  of  an  unreserved  sale  of  Houston 
city  lots.       It  ms  sigaed  by  James  S»  Eoiffian,  agent  for  the  Aliens, 
and  informed  the  public  that  the  sale  would  take  place  on  Hoveraher 

i 

15  and  would  continue  from  day  to  day  until  all  the  lots  were  dis- 
posed of.  It  says* 


'J': 


■ 


. 


2h@  rapid  progress  of  improvement  in  this  oily 
has  astonished  every  beholder,  and  is  not  rivalled 
probably  by  any  now  town  in  the  TJnited  States.     On  the 
19th  of  Jantmry  last  the  first  lot  was  sold*  and  up  to 
this  tiiae  i^ie  sales  amount  to  upmrds  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  axd  every  day  is  rapidly  increasing 
the  amount* 


It  promised  that  a  railroad  would  bo  built  conneeting,  Houston 
with  th©  Brazos ,  that  a  bank  mjuld  ooMsenoe  operation  the  next  - 
Hovember*  and  that  a  steam  saw  s&ll  would,  soon  b©  constructed*     It 
is  not  diff  ieult  to  believe  that  th©  author  of  this  advertisement 
was  the  one  who  wrote  the  description  of  Houston  which  appeared  on 
August  SO,  1836. 

It  would  seem  that  this  sale  of  lots  went  forward  as  planned* 
as  the  following  notice  appeared  in  th©  Hovemfoer  18  issue  of  the 
Telegraph* 

Mi  »  r.SU iffur.-i 


The  sale  of  the  vacant  lots  in  the  City  of 
Houston  will  be  continued  toisorrow  evening  at  3 
o* clock  at  the  store  of  the  Messrs*  Gas ley's* 
Terms*-* notes  at  6,  12.  18  and  24  months*  with  ap- 
proved endorsers  and  lien  on  the  property  till 
final  payment-*- -or  military  sertp  at  par,  to  be 
paid  within  SO  days  from  date  of  sala* 

Doswsll  &  Adams* 
.Auctioneers* 


There  is  an  old  ledger  owned  by  the  law  firm  of  Baker*  Botts* 
Andrews,  and  I  barton,  of  Houston*  It  bears  th©  title,  ^Original 
Town  Lot  Book*  1337,  and  "T.  II.  Bagby  agent  Houston  Town  Co.?  on 


"- 
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its  cover.  There  has  bmri  other  writing  In  ink,  but  the  years 
have  almost  erased  it,  and  it  is  illegible.  Inside  th©  front 
cover  is  a  written  statement  signed  by  ?•  W*  Gray  to  th©  effect 
that  th©  book  was  verified,  by  th©  testimony  of  Samuel  L*  illen  and 
others  in  the  trial  of  ?•  A.  Eioe  et  al*  versus  James  T.  B*  Wilson 
in  Harris  County  District  Court*  on  May  31,  1870,  as  the  original 
book  of  sales  of  lots,  "kept  h^-  th©  Houston  Town  Company,  via.  i.  C* 
&  J#  &•  Aliens  then  H*  P*  &  S*  L.  Allonj  then  James  S,  Holman  as 
Trustees  and  Thos*   !*•  Bagby  i  gent  &o»  from  IBS?**1  Mr.  Gray,  -©ho 
was  one  of  th©  original  partners  of  th©  firs  which  owaa  the  book, 
received  it  from  Henry  R»  Allen  and  gave  it  to  r .  B.  Bofcts,  his 
partner.  On  each  page  of  th©  ledger  was  plotted  from  on©  to  three 
blocks,  divided  into  lots  and  numbered,  and  beneath  each  sketch  was 
written  from  day  to  day  the  name  of  the  purchaser,  the  number  of 
his  lot,  and  the  price  he  paid  for  it*  Lots  sold  all  the  way  from 
ten  dollars  to  five  thousand  dollars  each,  depend!  ag  on  the  loca- 
tion Bind,   the  purpose  for  which  they  were  bought*  liose  on  the  water 
front  were  valuable,  as  were  those  around  the  ^Capitol  Square"  at 
Main  Street  and  Texas  Avenue*  In©  two  lots  in  block  two,  Main  and 
Commerce  streets,  near  the  viaduct  of  today,  sold  for  seven 
thousand  dollars,  while  lots  on  &in  two  blocks  south  of  th©  capitol 

brought  only  ten  dollars*  The  ontir©  twelve  lots  in  block  eighth"* 
one,  Main  and  Capitol,  where  the  Gulf  Building  now  stands,  went  for 

one  hundred  and  forty  dollars* 
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A*  M*  Clopper,  who  lived  at  Morgan's  Point,  wrote  to  his 
father,  licholas  Clopper,  in  1837,  concerning  the  price  of  lots 
in  Houston*     He  said  that  Colonel  James  Morgan  priced  lots  to 
him  from  $250  to  ^500j  hoover,  if  the  purchaser  would  put  up  a 
•tee-story  frame  building  he  might  havebn©  of  the  first  choice 
lots  for  one  hundred  dollars,  if  a  one-story  building  he  *©ould 
have  to  pay  more* 

■DpHMWuaWWWW mum-  moMm*mm*mmmmm*m*mm 


43 
A.  M*  Closer  to  Hicholas  Clopper,  March  1,  1837,  "Th® 
Clopper  Correspondence, !l  in  The  Quarterly  of  the  Teams  State 
Historical  Association,  U1ITT40*      ^"^"^ 

/•  M»  ! dl^opperTIved  the  last  years  of  his  life  with  the 
Morriss  family  at  Se&brook*     He  ws  buried  in  the  Morriss  family 
burying,  ground,  and  in  193?  his  remains  and  the  original  grave 
marker  -were  "brought  to  Houston  and  placed  in  Founders  Memorial 
Park*     The  marker  hears  this  inscription*     *&.  H*  Clopper  A 
Texan  Pioneer  of  18S2  &  Soldier  of  ,36  Born  in  Fa*  1791  Died  in 
Christ  [sib]   Sep.  10,  18S3*B 

In  a  letter  to  Mirabeau  B*  Lfgaar,  written  in  January,  18S7, 
Samuel  A*  Roberts  of  Mobile  said  he  had  been  offered  a  lot  near  the 
eapltoi  for  tferee  hundred  dollars.     H©  mnted  to  buy  a  lot  on  ^Jhich 
to  erect  a  building  "convenient  to  business*"         It  is  evident  that 


S*  A*  Roberts  to  M.  B*  Lamar,  January  23,  1837,  in  Guliek 
and  Sliott  (ed»)»,  The  Papers  of  Mirabeau  Buonaparte  Lamar,  ¥,  ISO* 
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lots  wre  sold  with  an  eye  to  comaerc©  and  growth*  fho  promoters 
wore  eager  to  encourage  1&e  immigrant  who  would  contribute  to  the 
town's  advancement* 

Thus  Houston  earn©  Into  being  and  grew  into  an  incorporated 
city  in  one  short  year*     Unlike  most  towse,  it  did  not  develop 
naturally  because  of  a  fortunate  location  or  an  answered  need. 
Its  site  was  selected  by  promoters,  it  ms  planned  and  mapped  before 
a  ©ingle  houso  ms  built,  its  advantages  wero  advertised  in  the 
national  press  before  they  wears  proveds  in  short,  its  prophecy  was 
written*     It  would  seem  that  it  Imd  to  justify  the  faith  of  its 
founders,  and  through  their  determined  effort,  enterprise,  and 
sagacity  It  did*     3ho  seat  of  government  ms  brought  to  it  because 
it  needed  the  capital*    Vessels  did  not  sail  to  it  bocaus©  it  was 
the  head  of  navigation,  as  advertised j  vessels  easts  to  it  because 
it  modoci  thorn  enough  to  mako  them  come*     City  property  sold  for 
prices  current  in  mil-developed  cities  in  old  countries,  because 
the  proprietors  planned  to  make  the  property  worth  the  price  to 
the  investors*     Someone  has  spoken  of  Houston  as  a  splendid  monu- 
ment to  the  success  of  the  real  ©state  promoters  art*    From  the 
same  viewpoint  on©  can  look  back  to  the  end  of  its  first  year  and 
see  that  the  monument  had  even  then  taken  rough  form*     Ecus  ton 
was  the  "eomereial  emporium  of  Texas"  in  embryo. 


■ 
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CH&PTER  III 

political  development  ajjb  movm 

By  the  beginning  of  1838*  Houston  hod  gp&m   into  a  town  of 
varied  interests  and  endeavors*  Prom  then  on,  it  is  impossible 
to  trace  developments  by  years*  laoh  phase  of  civic  life  nmst  be 
follewsd  separately,  if  a  continuity  is  to  be  preserved*  Sine© 
all  the  activities  of  a  town  are  af footed  by  political  changes 
and  governmental  affairs*  these  are  arrays  important  to  the 
historian*  Bat  utien  a  town  of  fee  early  nineteenth  century  -pas 
located  in  a  sew  nation  far  removed  from  the  influences  of  older 
countries  by  virtue  of  geography  and  lack  of  c&sy  eoMaunicatios, 
then  its  government  and  administration  beeos©  especially  significant 
to  a  student  of  its  history* 

Tho  two  acts  of  incorporation  passed  by  Congress  in  1837,  gave 

Houston  local  s©lf»goveriment*  and  subsequent  acts*  by  increasing 

the  power  of  the  city  council  and  tha  isayor,  gave  it  the  opportunity 

for  further  developnenb  and  growth*  On  January  28,  1839,  President 

Lamar  approved  an  act  naming  thepity  officials  as  a  myor,  a  recorder, 

a  treasurer,  eight  aldersaen,  and  "as  many  subordinate  officers  as 

1 
the  city  council  shall  direct***  Th®  first  record  of  the  council 


1 

(tassel,  Laws  of  Texas,  II,  94* 


' 


. 
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acting  on  this  authority  to  create  new  subordinate  offices  is  a 
report  in  the  Telegraph  of  larch  l">,   1839,  which  states  that  on 
February  27,  the  mayor  and  aldermen  ordained  that  there  should  be  a 
city  engineer  elected*  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  lay  out  and 
survey  all  new  streets,  to  survey  any  street  or  sidewalk  for  grading 
or  ravins*  to  keep  a  correct  map  of  the  city,  and  to  r\m  the  boundary 
lines  as  expressed  in  the  charter  granted  by  the  last  Congress*  Slaa^ 
other  offices  were  gradual  ly  added  as  the  mayor  and  council  s  aw  the 
rie^^  for  them,  some  of  these  being  wharf  mster,  elty  attorney,  pub* 
lie  -weigher,  market  roaster,  city  printer,  wlzhH   tax  assessor* 

This  act  of  January  28,  1839,  also  fixed  the  limits  of  the 
town  as  followss 


From  Buffalo  Bayou  where  the  upper  line  of  the 
tract  of  land  now  owned  by  Messrs,  McKinney  and 
Williams  crosses  the  said  bayou,  thence  south  fort^» 
five  degrees  west,  to  a  point  in  the  prairie  distent 
one  mile  and  a  half  from  said  place  of  beginning} 
thence  in  a  direct  line  to  a  point  on  said  bayou, 
distant  one  mile  and  a  half  in  a  direct  line  from  the 
foot  of  Milam  street,  where  the  new  bridge  crosses 
said  bayouf  thence  in  a  direct  line  to  a  spring  com- 
monly called  Be? uchemp*s  spring?  thence  due  east  to 
a  stake  one  half  mile  from  said  spriag,  thence  in  a 
direct  line  to  the  place  of  beginning* 


Supplementary  to  this  act  was  the  act  of  February  5,  1840, 
defining  -Qie  superf ieies  of  the  city  as  a  three-mile  square  with 
the  court  house  as  the  center.  The  act  divided  this  square  into 
four  wards*  That  garb  north  of  Cotnmerce  Street  and  west  of  ?&in 
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was  designated  as  the  first  ward*  north  of  Cor&ierc©  and  east  of 

Main,  the  second  ward;  south  of  Commerce  and  east  of  Main,  th© 

third  ward;  south  of  Cosamereeand  west  of  Main,  the  fourth  ward* 

Th©  act  specified  that  each  ward  should  elect  tero  aldermen*  To  b© 

a  voter*  a  aaan  must  have  lived  in  Houston  six  months  preceding  th© 

election  and  be  a  householder  or  own  at  loast  one  hundred  dollars 

north  of  real  ©state.  Th©  mayor  must  be  a  qualified  voter  and  own 

two  thousand  dollars  worth  of  real  e  state*  Th©  nmyor  and  council 

were  to  have  power  to  construct  and  regulat©  wharves  on  the  banks 

of  th©  bayou  in  th©  city  liiaits*  to  soake  other  improvements  for 

better  navigation  of  the  bayou,  and  to  regulate  the  price  of  wheat 

2 
bread. 


2 
Gamrael*  Laws  of  Texas,  II,  411* 


The  boundaries  of  the  wards  were  ch&ng©d  by  another  Congress- 
ional act  approved  on  November  17,  1840*     By  this  act,  that  part 
of  the  city  which  lay  north  of  Coagress  Avenue  and  west  of  Main 
Street  was  made  th©  first  ward*  north  of  Congress  and  east  of  Main, 

the  second  vmr&}  south  of  Congress  and  ©est  of  Main,  the  third 

3 
ward j  south  of  Congress  and  w@st  of  Main,  th©  fourth  ward. 


3 
Ibid*,  592, 


3n©  next  act  dealing  with  the  govern**  of  Houston  had  to  do 


. 


' 


. 


with  taxation  in  the  city.     This  act,  passed  on  Mov ember  24,  1841,  gsv& 

the  mayor  and  the  board  of  alderaen  the  power  to  levy  a  tax  on  all 

property,  both  real  and  personal,  provided  the  tax  lo/iedi  should 

not  exceed  one  half  of  one  per  cent  ad  valorem  in  any  on©  year,  and 

also  provided  that  the  tax  measure  have  the  tamnlmous  vote  of  the 

4 
board  of  aldermen. 


Gomel »  hem  of  Toxas,  II,  677. 


In  December,  1838,  Houston  became  the  county  seat*     Th®  Tel  eg  rap 
of  October  21,  1837,  carried  a  notice  to  builders  that  in  pursuance 
of  a  decree  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Ilarrisburg  County,  A  . 
Briscoe,  president  of  this  board,  would  let  out  to  the  highest  bid- 
der on  Kbvomber  6,  at  the  door  of  the  City  Exchange,  contracts  for 
the  erection  of  a  courthouse  and  a  jail*     the  courthouse  was  to  be  a 
frsme  building,   *ot  good  materials,"  thirty-six  feet  long  and 
tssent  -four  feet  wide,  and  two  stories  high*     She  jail  mis  to  b© 
twenty-four  feet  square  and  built  of  logs  hewed  twelve  inches  square* 
this  building  was  to  be  partitioned  into  three  rooms,  tsro  being 
dungeons  twelve  feet  square,  each  having  ttso  simll  iron-grated  wind- 
ows, and  the  other  a  ^debtor's  room,"  twelve  feet  by  twenty-four, 
having  two  Iron-grated  windows*     Ihe  roof  was  to  be  of  eighteen- inch 
shingles*     These  buildings  were  to  be  finished  by  the  first  day  of 
March,  1838,  and  wer.  to  be  located  on  the  courthouse  square*     They 


i 


■ 


were  to  bo  paid  for  by  funds  raised  by  a  direct  ta^.  The  cost  of 
the  courthouse  ms  to  be  13800*  and  of  the  jail*  i»4750.  Before 
the  jail  was  eosapleted  the  Board  of  Cosarrdssionors  appropriated  an 
additional  |800  to  build  a  room  "for  county  purposes"  over  the 
jail.  Dr.  Maurice  Eirdsall  got  the  contract  for  this  work  and  "was 
able  to  turn  the  completed  jail  ovor  to  the  Commissioners  on  March 
23,  1833.   The  Telegraph  of  Harch  31*  1833,  contains  a  letter  from 


Minutes  Gomaiss loners  Court,  Harris  C  ounty,  A  ,  9,  IS,  15. 

a  subscriber  in  which  the  writer  states  that  the  jail  at  Houston 
was  the  first  jail  ever  to  be  built  in  the  Republic* 

Before  the  jail  was  a  isonth  old,  there  was  a  suit  in  the  distrl 
of  nThe  Corporation  of  Houston  vs.  Beard  of  County  Consuls  s loners, " 
over  having  the  jail  moved,  on  the  grounds  that  it  -pas  a  public 
nuisance.  Is  this  ease  Andrew  Briscoe  appeared  before  the  Court 
and  pleaded  t&st  it  ms  not  a  nuisance*  V/horeupon  the  Court  pro- 
ceeded to  investigate  the  matter*  with  the  result  that  it  declared 
the  jail  a  nuisance  and  ordered  that  the  county  eaaciissionsrs 
remove  it  within  thirty  days.  In  case  of  failure  on  their  part, 

the  isayor  and  the  aldermen  had  authority  to  remove  it  and  to  draw 

6 
upon  the  county  for  the  amount  expended  in  the  removal.    But 


6 

Minutes  District  Court*  11th  tfndlcial  t&striet  Court*  Harris 
County,  A*  03* 


. 
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Andrew  Briscoe,  because  of  an  error  in  the  proceedings,  got  the 

ssatter  suspended  until  the  error  sould  foe  adjudged  in  the  Supreme 

7 
Court,  union  m@t  in  December*       On  Peeeiabsr  5#  1359,  the  Homing 


7 
Mlrsates  Consuls  s  loners  Court,  A*  16* 


Star  expressed  its  " sincere  wish  that  the  Gr&M  Jury  will  not  fail 
to  present  the  Jail  as  a  groat  and  crying  xxulsenc®**  ••Situated  as 
it  is  in  the  very  heart  of  the  city,  it  is  peculiarly  obnoxious  to 

those  fgho  liir©  mar  it***     She  matter  continued  to  be  discussed  until 

after  Texas  ms  annexed  to  the  United  States*     The  city  authorities 

never  let  the  subject  rest,  but  they  -©ere  not  able  to  umke  the 

county  nsove  -fee  jail  -be cause  it  alvays  laeted  funis*    A  oarasittee 

from  the  council  set  with  a  committee  from  the  Comlss  loners  Court 

at  almost  every  meeting  of  the  Court*  Finally,  on  October  19,  1846, 

the  CosBolssioners  resolved  that  nin  the  event  of  th^Diti&ens  of 

Harris  County  subscribing  enough  to  enable  the.  County  to  erect  a  goal 

jail*  "that  the  present  House  used  as  a  jail  shall  be  removed  from 

8 
its  situation  on  Court  House  Square*1* 

~r — n rr  m ■  i  ttt-  mn  kit  ■  r-  mii  Tim  nf— j— MB  -hut  mm»-Tiilii-irwirnMiiiirMiiii.nmciiiTT>iiniinin»riWiint«i  HWWWfHBW  ■'■»'  -mmm  inniiunnniiinmirwiw  r.ii»M«ii 

8 

Minutes  Coxusiss  loners  Court,  A  $  159. 


The  courthouse  fared  better  with  the  citisens*     In  Decoder* 
1&39»  in  was  equipped  with  a  net?  bell  sfeleh  ms  described  as  % 


fine  affair. ••useful  in  cases  of  fir©  or  alarm."   la  1343,  the 


9 

Hi©  Iforaing  Star     (Houston),  December  4,  1839, 


city  council  appropriated  ten  dollars  to  b©  used  in  buying  oraa- 

10 
mental  trees  for  the  courthouse  and  imrket  squares*         13i©  eourt- 


10 

Ibid.,  February  9,  18 


house  shared  honors  fdth  the  oapitol  in  being  used  as  a  meeting 

11 

place  for  civic  organisations.    By  1844,  the  building  mast  have 


11 

Ibid.,  December  26,  1839. 


been  considered  inadequate,  as  it  ms  advertised  to  be  sold  at 
auction  on  August  6.  A  condition  of  the  sal©  required  the  pur- 
chaser to  roaaove  ei?ery  portion  of  the  building  within  thirty  days 

12 
after  the  sale.    the  next  courthouse  was  built  on  the  same  ssguare, 


Ibid.,  July  16,  1844. 


as  have  beer  the  succeeding  ones* 


The  first  instrument  of  writing  recorded  in  the  Harris  County 

deed  records  is  a  bond  of  title  from  Zadoc  Hubbard  to  korenso  Brown 

for  half  of  lot  10,  block  a»  Houston*  It  is  dated  February  22, 

1837,  and  mis  recorded  on  February  27,  1837,  by  DssdLtt  Clinton  Ssrris* 

IS 
recorder*    -Ehe  first  district  court  held  in  th©  county  was  opened 

13 

TDeed  Beoords  of  Harris  County,  1,1* 


on  Monday,  March  SO,  1837,  with  Benjamin  C*  Franklin,  Judge,  John 

S#  Moore,  sheriff,  and  James  S*  Betam,  cleric*    Four  days  later 

David  Jones  and  John  Ouick  \sere  sentenced  to  be  hanged  for  the 

14 
ruerder  of  Mandrid  Wood*         This  execution,  nhieh  task,  place  the 


Minutes  District  Court,  Harris  County,  A,  86-87* 


em*-^*«4#mmmm)#ittottt**&*tme  jmm*n  *mrm,\  MMWMilWi*ll|waM<Wail|IHM*WWil  vmritm 


following  Wednesday,  was  the  first  capital  punishsaent  ever  meted 

out  in  Houston* 

15 

The  law  regulatii3g  marriages  ms  passed  on  June  5,  1837, 


Gaaiael,  l»aws  of  Texas,  1,  253*234* 


and  on  July  16,  the  first  marriage  license  to  be  issued  in  Harris 
County  ms  issued  hy  County  Clerk  DeWitt  Clinton  Harris  to  Hugh 


44 
16 
KcCrory  and  Mury  Smith.,  both  of  Houston,         Tlio  minister's  return 


16 

trrlage  Records  of  Harris  County*  A,  1< 


for  this  laarriage  is  in  the  vault  of  the  county  courthouse  in 

Houston.  On  a  slip  of  paper*  yellowed  by  age,  is  the  statement, 
written  in  the  minister's  handwriting,  that  he  "joined  in  holy 
matrimony  on  Sunday  July  23d  A  D  18  37  Hugh  MeCrory  &  %ry  Smith, n 
It  is  signed  by  H#  Matthews,  minister  of  the  Methodist  church.  Me- 
Crory died  within  a  few  months,  and  in  1340,  his  widow  married 
Dr#  Anson  Jones,  of  tomards  the  last  president  of  the  Republic  of 


^ie  first  divorce  to  be  granted  in  the  county  was  granted 

17 
to':Sus&n  Williams  and  John  Willico&s,  on  I-Sardi  24,  1833  • 


17 

Minutes  District  Court,  Harris  County,  A,  92. 

An  event  of  political  and  social  importance  to  Houston  ms  the 
inauguration  of  Mirabeau  B*  Lamar  and  David  G»  Burnet  as  president 
and  vice-president,  in  Houston,  on  December  10,   1338*     The  ceremony 
ms  performed  insaediately  in  front  of  the  capitol*    The  Telegraph 
of  December  12  describes  the  affair.  President  Houston  spoke  to 
the  "issaense  concourse"  of  spectators  assembled  for  the  occasion 


" 


' 
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and  reviewed  his  term  of  office*     After  hs  had  concluded,  he  "cor- 
dially saluted  General  Lamar  and  invited  him  to  the  chair  of  state, 
which  b©  relinquished  with  dignity  and  complacency."     lhen  the 
new  officers  had  hmn  installed*  the  secretary  of  the  senate  read 
the  inaugural  address  of  th©  president,  -who  was  unable  on  account 
of  nan  indisposition"  to  deliver  it  in  person.     r13ie  Telegraph 
comments  on  the  fact  that  everyone  man'-fested  a  remarlcabl©  amount 
of  confidence  and  esteem  toward  President  Laxnar.     These  feelii^s 
failed  to  be  manifested  later*  however*  -gshon  Lasaar  showed  himself 
to  be  decidedly  in  favor  of  moving  the  capitol  from  Houston. 

As  early  as  the  fall  of  1857*  there  nas  much  talk  of  moving 
the  seat  of  government.     Mrs.  Holley  mentioned  it  in  a  letter 
written  from  Houston  at  that  time*     The  new  town  did  not  possess 
the  conveniences  required  by  the  members  of  Congress  and  by  those 
who  cam©  because  of  business  with  the  government*     Dissatisfaction 
over  the  original  choice  of  Houston  still  lurked  in  sany  minds* 
there  "s&s  complaint  at  the  unheal thf nines s  of  the  situation  and 
-t&e  muddinoss  of  the  streets.    And  though  th©  original  plan  Imd 
been  to  leave  the  capitol  at  Eouston  until  th©  mid  of  th©  session 
of  1840,  on  December  14,  1837*  an  act  of  Congress  was  approved  tr^ 

the  president  to  select  a  cossaittee  for  the  purpose  of  locating 

18 

a  new  seat  of  government*         On  January  14*  1839,  a  similar  act 

18 

Telegraph  and  .ffians  &BJS33&  February  10*  103S* 


'    , 
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* 
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was  passed,  and  this  time  it  was  specified  that  the  site  nsust  be 

chosen  at  some  point  between  th©  Trinidad  and  Colorado  r  Ivers  and 

above  the  old  San  Antonio  Road,  and  the  name  of  th©  torm  should  b© 

19 
/ustin*    The  committee  selected  the  location  of  the  present  town 


Telegraph  and  Tessas  Register*  January  1S9  1839* 
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of  luslin,  and  in  spit©  of -great  opposition  from  the  Houston  press, 

th©  papers  of  the  different  departments,  and  bureaus  of  the  govern- 

20 
sent  left  for  Austin  in  September,  1839*         Th®  Telegraph  of 

*  i    ill    tiiJwrf    irttir      | 


't.H—jrmMWif      IBIflWI 


Telegraph  and  Teacs  Register,  .September  18*  1039. 


October  9,  1839,  ms  able  to  announce  that  "a  genii  awes  from  Austin" 
had  arrived  in  Houston  and  reported  that  th©  archives  had  reached 
the  new  capital  and  that  all  offices  of  the  government  were  open 
for  business* 

Because  of  a  Mexican  invasion  and  the  daxger  of  Indians  at 
Ate  tin,  a  special  session  of  Congress  Bet  in  Houston  in  the  summer 
of  1842*     This  session,  \shieh  convened  on  June  27  and  .adjourned 
on  July  23*  was  called  for  th©  purpose  of  taking  sons©  action  in 
regard  to  Mexico's  hostilities*     ^he  Hots©  set  in  the  ^resbyterian 
Church  and  the  Senate  held  its  first  session  in  th©  sick  room 


■ 


. 
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21 

of  W*  H*  Jack,  in  erdor  to  get  a  quorum*    The  government  offices 


The  horning  Star»  June  28,  1842,  and  Telegraph  aid  Toms 
Begister,  Jwis~2§7  184^* 


remained  in  Houston  until  November,  1842,  when  by  an  executive  proela** 

22 
laation  Congress  met  in  Washington. 

Jones,  "Historical  Sketch  of  Harris  County,"  in  Burke* s 
Texas  Alaaanae,  1879,  p*  85* 


At  the  council  meeting  of  February  17,  1840,  there  were  present 

Mayor  Ghax*les  Btgelow*  and  Aldermen  Carper,  Wynns,  Moore,  Stevens, 

Allen,  Gerlach,  Carlos,  and  Osborne.  A  resolution  was  passed 

authorizing  the  sayor  to  procure  a  seal  to  be  styled,  "The  Seal  for 

23 
the  City  of  Houston,  Texas* !T    At  the  next  regular  meeting,  on 


The  Morning  Star,  February  2G,  1840* 


February  24,  the  question  of  accepting  the  seal  eame  up*  The  minutes 

of  this  meeting  read*  in  part* 


On  motion  of  Alderman  Stevens,  the  rules 
being  suspended,  it  was 

Resolved,   That  the  seal  purchased  by  F. 
SSgot    [WA  jr.,  esq*,  be  received  as  the  city 
seal****** 


. 


. 


- 


m 


84 

Ibid, .  February  27,  1S40* 


The  word  nT®iG&&ti  ms  not  on  the  seal  when  It  ■mis  brought 
befor©  the  council*  and  in  accept  lug  it*  the  board  also  resolved 
to  have  nhiB  honor  the  Mayor*  cause  the  word  *  ferns*  to  fee  out 
os  said  seal** 

Dr.  Moor e *  the  purchaser  of  tae  seal,  had  served  as  myat  in 
1833  and  part  of  1839*  hut  had  resigned  la  1839*  and  had  la tor  boon 
elected  senator*    After  his  resignation  as  Hsayor*  he  had  spent  much 
of  his  tine  in  the  United  States  attending  to  his  personal  affairs 
and  in  Austin  serving  in  Congress*     It  is  probable  that  he  had  had 
the  seal  made  in  the  United  States  and  on  his  return  to  Houston  had 
suggested  to  council  mmbars  the  city's  need  of  a  seal  and  had  of- 
fered the  one  h©  had  brought  back*     As  editor  of  the  Jgelggffitph 
and  as  myor*  he  had  always  had  the  interests  of  his  adopted  city 
Tory  lauch  at  heart,,  and  It  is  not  unlikely  that  the  idea  ha<i 
o  rigimted  in  his  mind* 

An  interesting  rolic  ms  found  in  the  file  vaults  of  tlie  old 
city  hall  by  Mrs*  Bargaret  Westerman*  assistant  city  secretary* 
ishen  sho  was  assembling  and  packing  old  documents'  and  record  "books 
early  in  Deeestjer,  1980*  in  preparation  for  -their  removal  to  the 
new  city  hall  in  the  civic  center*     this  relic  is  an  old  die  of  a 
seal  for  the  city  of  Houston*     It  is  of  copper  or  brorjse*  blackened 


Seal  die  found  in  old  City  Hall 


X 


by  age,  about  one  and  nine-tenths  inches  in  diameter  and  about 
one-fourth  inch  thick  and  lacks  the  holder  or  handle.     It  has  been 

examined  in  the  hope  of  discovering  whether  it  was  the  first  seal 
die  to  be  adopted  by  the  city,  as  is  believed  by  son©*  but  there  is 
no  mark  or  date  to  give  any  information.     It  bears  tho  same  design 
as  the  seal  in  present  use,  with  a  few  very  sdnor  points  of  dif- 
ferences and  is  slightly  larger*     The  w>rd  "Texas"  appears  to  have 
been  put  on  with  an  instrument  different  from  that  used  in  the 
other  lettering,  and  this  fact  has  led  to  the  belief  that  the  die 
is  that  purchased  by  £y*  Moore* 

For  any  town,  the  problem  of  getting  sail  regularly  and  safely 
is  an  important  one,  but  for  a  capitol  city  of  the  period  of  early 
Houston,  the  problem  was  more  than  important, --it  was  essential* 
From  the  arrival  of  the  Telegraph  in  Houston  in  1837,  and  the 
establishment  of  The  Mgralng  Star  in  1839,  their  editors  lamented 
the  inefficiency  of  mail  service.     It  is  natural  that  editors  of 
newspapers  which  appeared  daily  or  even  weekly  would  be  constantly 
news-hungry,  and  the  press  occasionally  noted  that  it  had  been 
nearly  a  &onth  since  the  receipt  of  mail  from  the  United  States* 
Postal  service  was  neither  fast  nor  safe*     ^any  letters  and  important 
documents  were  conveyed  by  private  or  special  messengers*     An  idea 
of  the  undependability  of  the  postal  system  is  given  by  a  letter 
from  JohnS  •  Menefee,  postmaster  at  Texans,  to  Robert  B&rr,  post- 
master-general  at  Houston*     It  is  dated  July  15,  1857,  and  reads 
in  parti 


- 


50 


Permit  me  ixs  inform  you  that  the  Mall  Bag  or 
Portmanteau  in  which  the  %il  is  delivered  to  this 
place  has  no  lock  or  siy  other  fastening  in  conse- 
quence of  fdiich  a  mistake  of  the  Postmaster  at 
Houston*  the  number  of  letters  received  today  does 
not  correspond  with  the  way  bill,  as  the  way  bill  of 
July  the  8th  states  a  letter  unpaid  25  cts«  each  and 
one  free  and  1  received  "but  one  paid  and  one  free* 

1  give  you  the  information  in  order  that  the 
evil  may  bo  corrected  otherwise  should  my  returns  not 
correspond  with  the  number  of  letters  mailed  for  this 
place  that  I  be  not  considered  the  defaultee*^ 


25 

Menefee  to  Barr,  July  15,  1837,  in  Barry  M*  Xonwiser,  Jgggg 
.ic  Postal  System  (Saw  York,  1933),  25. 


mtmmimmmm*mmmit'mmmmtit*mmam*m<imm>,m-i\*L pa  mtm 


IM.dently  Menefee  was  justifiably  worried  over  i^hat  had  hap- 
pened to  that  post-ctae  letter*     There  were  no  inspectors  in  those 
days*    f  he  blame  must  rest  on  one  or  tiro  postmasters,  the  carrier, 
end  two  or  three  clerks,  if  that  many#     In  this  case,  the  service 
was  unusually  prompt*     On  July  27,  the  Postoff ice  Department  at 
Houston  wrote  Menef ee  the  comfortable,  if  unsubstantial,  assurance 

that  locks  and  keys  for  the  mail  bags  were  ejected  f5every  moment? 

26 
from  Saw  Orleans* 


26 

Ibid*,   29. 


The  first  congressional  act  to  establish  a  mail  route  to 
Houston  -was  passed  on  I&oo^ber  24,  1S3S*     Iv>  provided  service 


. 


. 


. 


every  seven  days  to  San  Augustine  by  way  of  settlements  on  the 

27 
Heches,  .Angelina,  and  Trinity  rigors  and  Ayish  Bayou.         Tvm  weeJ 


MMWIf  MlMPfc 


Gammel,  Laws  of  Texas,  II,  24* 


later  the  Tel ©graph  published  a  notice  of  the  arrival  and  departure 
of  mails*  !£hose  going  to  destinations  oast  or  west,  or  to  Liberty, 

m 

left  every  Friday  and  arrived  from  these  places  every  B@dn©sday* 


!  3 
Telegraph  and  Jexas  Register,  January  9,  1339. 


Since  the  sain  channel  of  raail  from  the  outside  world  mas 

through  Galveston,  the  pos  taaaster  of  that  town  earn©  in  for  his 

share  of  ©ensure.     It  is  not  unusual  to  find  in  the  newspapers  of 

those  days  an  accusation  that  the  Galveston  postoff ice  -sas  holding 

up  mail  bound  for  Houston  sanch  longer  than  ms  necessary*     On 

February  5,   1840,  the  president  sigsied  a  bill  authorising  ths 

postmaster  general  to  contract  for  the  transportation  of  sail 

between  Houston  and  Galveston*  provided  it  could  be  done  for  the 

29 

sum  of  tnentyfefive  hundred  dollars  per  year*         But  the  next  iaonth 
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Gaimnel,  Lai»s  of  Texas,  II,  439* 
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' 


52 

the  Horning  Star  complained  a^ain  that  the  mail  •was  not  coming 

30 
up  promtply  from  Galveston  ¥then  it  cam©  by  boat.         %  March*   1841, 


Ih©  Morning  Star,  March  4,   1840* 


however,  the  service  seems  to  have  been  improved,  and  the  Telegraph 

of  March  10  was  able  to  announce  regular  mail  packets  every  other 

day  at  ten  o'clock. 

Irregular  sails  had  been  received  from  Austin  since  soon  after 

the  removal  of  the  government  there.     On  October  25,  1339,  £•  S.   C* 

Robertson,  acting  postmaster  general,  wrote  a  letter  to  President 

Lamar  asking  that  provision  be  made  for  establishing  a  mail  route 

between  Houston  and  Austin,  on  the  grounds  that  the  people  of 

Justin  and  the  departments  of  government  were  suffering  a  great 

inconvenSonce  from  the  lack  of  regular  nail  service  between  the 

two  towns*     Be  recommended  that  it  be  an  express  mail  and  be 

31 
carried  tsd.ee  a  week*        Accordingly,  on  January  14,  1840,  an  act 


31 

Robertson  to  Lamar,  October  26,  1839,  in  Gulick  and  Blliott 
(eds^,  The  Papers  of  Mirabeau  Buonaparte  Lamar  (Austin,  1920),  III 

145* 


■was  passed  providing  for  a  mail  route  to  be  established  from  Austin 
to  Houston  by  my  of  Bastrop,  La  Grange,  and  San  Felipe,  the  mail 


. 


. 


53 
32 
to  be  conveyed  twice  a  week  as  requested  by  Robertson.         The 


32 

Gamme!*  laws  of  Toms,  II *   234, 


Morning  Star  of  April  30,   1841,   speaks  of  "Messrs.  Smith  and  Jones, 
mail  contractors  for  the  route  from  this  place  to  Austin." 

^ertfiee  in  this  direction  depended  on  the  roads,  and  hence 
the  importance  to  lasil  service  of  an  act  approved  by  acting 

■ 

President  Burnet  on  January  19,  1841,  chart 3 ring  the  Houston  and 

Au&tin  Turnpike  Company  idth  eapitsl  stock  of  i!25,C00  cannot  be 

33 
over-estimated.         A  later  act  of  May  12,  1846,  authorized  the 


33 

Gaxanel,  Laws  of  Texas,  II,  499 * 


opening  aM  construction  of  a  turnpike  toll  road  from  Houston  to 
34 

Brenham. 


■oi»mi> 
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Ibid.,   II,  1563. 


Houston  had  several  postmasters  during  the  period  of  the 

35  36 

Republic.     They  were  Jacob  ^elsh  Cruger,  L.  B.  Karris,      J.  Hull, 


■ 


■ 


• 


. 


- 


■ 


• 


. 
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»  mto.***i*m at 


35 

T olograph  and  Texas  Register,  Julv  8,  1837* 
36 

Ibid.,  October  7,  1837* 


37  38 

John  M*  Heed,  Thoraas  M*  l»oague,       Thomas  Willie®  l^ard,         George 


37 

Ibid*,  January  2,  1039* 
S3 

Th©  Morning  Star*  %y  1*  1839* 


39  m  41' 


■tubhlef ield,       X»  ?»  Morton*      mid  Martin  K«  Siioll*       Khen  Stubblefleldj 


39 

Ibid. »  February  8*  1840* 

40 

lb  id*  January  4,  1844* 
41 

Telegraph  and  Terns  regis  tor ,  March  5,  18  45* 


who  was  a  rosidont  of  Brazoria.*  ms  appointed  postmaster,  the  citizens 

of  Houston  became  so  much  incensed  over  a  non-residont  of  thoir  town 

being  selected,  that  they  called  a  snooting  at  the  courthouse  to 

"express  thoir  sentimerts  in  regard  to  tills  unprecedented  outrage 

42 
upon  their  integrity  and  capacity.'"  Posismster  **tubbl  afield 


42 

The  Morning  Star,  April  13,  1339. 


stuck  to  his  knitting,"  however,  and  remained  determinedly 


' 


SB 
in  office  four  years.     B©  must  have  attended  to  hie  duties  in  a 
mamer  that  won  the  respect  and  liking  of  most  of  Houston,  for 
when,  in  June,  1841,   the  Boustonian,  a  rival  newspaper,  attempted 
**a  sneaking  atback*'  on  him,  the  Star  flew  to  his  defense,  sayings 


The  editor  insinuates  that  the  mail  was  not 
opened  till  9  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  that  the 
Postmaster  is  negligent  in  distributing  it  when  it 
arrives  from  the  States.     This  ms  wholly  unjust 
and  mthout  a  shadow  of  foundation.     If  Don  Jose... 
could  get  to  bed  at  an  hour  seasonable  enough  to 
enable  him  to  rise  before  9  o'clock  he  would  be  sure 
of  finding  the  post  office  open,  and  Mr.  Stabile-field 
there,  and  attentive  to  his  duties.^ 


43 

Ibid.,  June  22,  1841. 


The  post  office  was  kept  at  different  locations,  depending 
on  who  ms  postmaster.     Then  Thomas  League  was  postmaster,  it  was 
cept  in  his  store?  at  one  time  it  mis  at  the  Bonston  House,  and 
in  Cruder  and  Moore1  s  building  at  another. 

fhere  were  two  postmaster-generals  who  lived  in  Sous  on 
during  capital  days*     John  Rice  Jones  ms  the  first.     He  was  chosen 
postmaster- general  of  the  Provisional  Government  of  Texas  in  1835, 

and  was  succeeded  by  Robert  Barr  who  was  appointed  on  December  22, 

44 
1836.        Robert  Barr  died  of  yellow  fever  on  October  11,   1339,  in 


• 


. 


5© 


44 
W.  L.  Hewsom,  wThe  Postal  System  of  the  Republic  of  Texas," 
in  The  Southeastern  Historical  uarterly,  XX,  107. 


45 
Houston,  and  was  buried  there.    B.  S.  C.  Robertson  became  acting 


The  Morning  Star*  October  12,  1839* 


postms  tor-general  and  served  until  December,  1839,  when  John  Etc© 

46 
Jones  ms  age.  3a  appointed* 


46 
Bewsom,  "The  Postal  System,*'  in  The  Southwestern  Historical 

tiuNiMiw     w.Mhiii.-t   Willi  ill  — WMfcMMWbMBW    ■— «— mwi.rw  in.wi"L»ll--g<h«.-Mr.-fr 

Quarterly,  XX,  107. 
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On  April  21,  1845*  the  citisens  of  Houston  ©  ^pressed  a  great 

desire  for  azmoxation  to  the  United  States  hy  assembling  at  the 

Presbyterian  church  and  passing  resolutions  in  its  favor.     M*  P* 

Ilbrton  presided,  and  George  Bringhurst  and  A.M.  Gentry  acted  as 

secretaries.     Oh®  eoss&ittee  which  drafted  the  resolutions  ms  composed 

of  J.  W*  Henderson,  Francis  Moore,  Jr.,  William  McC  raven,  F.  E. 

Lubbock,  J.  Bailey,  A.  Wynns,  I.  W*  Brashear,  ?•  B.  J.  Hadley,  T.  M. 

Bagby,  William  M.  Rice,  C.  XcAnelly,  H.  T.  Eodgers,  M.  K.  Snell, 

47 
H.   Baldwin,  S«  S  .  Tompkins,  and  John  H*  Brown.         Harris  County 


67 
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47 

Telegraph  and  Texas  Iggister,  April  23,  184S* 


elected  as  delegates  to  the  convention  which  framed  the  constitu- 
tion of  1845,  three  Eoustoni&ns,  Isaac  ?••  Brashear,  Alexander  McGown, 
and  Francis  Moore*  Jr*     On  Monday*  October  13*  1845,  the  citizens 
of  Harris  County  voted  on  the  constitution  and  annexation*     Th® 
total  county  vote  was  324  for  annexation  (of  ?iiieh  241     otes  were 
cast  in  Houston),  and  50  against  annexation  (of  ^aich  44  &-©re  east 
in  Houston)*     The  total  vote  for  the  constitution  was  299,  and 
against  it,  68*    Th©  Telegraph  states  that  very  little  interest 
manifested  in  the  election,  as  an  impression  prevailed  that 


a  large  majority  would  be  given  to  the  constitution  and  annexation, 

48 
and  for  that  reason  many  did  not  com©  to  th©  polls* 


Telegraph  and  Texas  Bogister,  Hovember  5,  1845. 

On  December  15,  1845,  an  election  was  held  for  governor  and 
legislators,     P*  W*  Gmy  and  J*  N*  0*  Smith  were  elected  the  first 
Representatives  and  Isaac  If*  Brashoar  the  first  Senator  from  th® 
district*     In  the  following  February,  Texas  took  her  place  in  the 
■American  Union,  and  the  days  of  the  Republic  were  over* 

It  is  difficult  to  ascertain  correctly  the  names  of  the  various 


city  officials  during  the  first  ten  years  of  Houston*®  existence* 
Only  one  volume  of  minutes  of  the  city  council  remains*  that  begin- 
ning with  •&©  year  1340,  and  it  has  boon  through  the  city  hall  fir© 
and  is  so  badly  -viator-mark od  as  to  be  almost  illegible*     The  only 
obher  soiree  is  the  newspapers  of  tbat  time*  and  the  minutes  of  the 
council  were  not  published  regularly  in  them*     the  following  list*  tg 
years,  1ms  been  gleaned  from  the  Telegraph  and  the  Star*  and  in  some 
years  it  is  not  complete*     In  many  instances  there  are  several  of* 
fisials  for  one  place  because  of  resignations  or  deaths* 


183?- 


Mayor*  ^aaes  -S*  Ilolaan 

Aldermen*  John  Olrdaall*  thomas  S*  Scott*  Leman  Keloy* 

Hugh  McCrory,  Josiah  Bishop*  John  Hall*  William 

ISeCraven*  Mamssiah  Sevey 
Secretary*  Thomas  Pratt 
Treasurers  David  s*  Herbert 
Collectors  Seth  Carey*® 


These  officials  are  those  given  in  footnote  39  is  Chapter 
II*  with  the  exception  of  Thomas  Pratt*  secretary  ( Telegraph  and 
Terns  Eegister,  September  5G»   1337.) 


1838- 


for «  Francis  Moore*  |r» 
ildermens  Stanly,  Kesler*  Welchmeyer,  C«  J*  Kedenberg* 

J*  W*  Hies*  William  Pierpont 
Treasurer i  C*  B*  Fanger 
Constables  G*  1,  Holland*  MeSean 


■ 

- 


a 


m 


fa  Cj>  \J  ^J<W>^W>1 


yort  Francis  more,   Jr.,  George  W»  Lively 

(Francis  Moors  was  elected  is  January,  H©  resigned 

in  September*  and  G»  W»  Lively  ms  elected  to 

fill  the  vacancy.) 
Aldermens  A#  Wynne,  C.  J.  H©denberg,  Iwing,,  J»  if.  floor  e^ 

George  Stevens,  William  Pierpont  (resigned),  Thomas 

M*  League,  John  Carlos,  Daniels,  Brigham  (resigned) 
Secretary!  J*  ¥•  Bergin 

Treasurer*  C*  B*  Fanger  (died),  J«  W»  Cruger 
Marshals  Thongs  J*  Stansbury  (resigned),  John  D*  Moore 
Collectors  Thomas  J»  Stansbury 
Sextons  J*  W#  B@rgin 


1840— 


Mayors  Charles  Blgelow 

Aldermen* 

First  Wards  Henry  E#  -^llen,  Edmund  Osborne 
Second  lards  William  M.  Ctrper  (resigned),  E.  F# 

Buckaer,  John  Oarlos 
Third  Wards  George  Stevens,  John  ¥♦  Moore 
Fourth  flard*  Ferdinand  Gerloch  (resigned),  J«  E* 
Clark,  John  17*  Biles  (resigned),  A*  Wynns 

Secretary*  John  ¥•  Bergin  (resigned),  J#  E.  Brosm 

Treasurer  s  John  Brosm 

Marshals  Canlel  Busby,  John  £•  Moor© 

Gons  tablet  Lewis  Way 

Recorders  D#  w«  Babeock 

Market  M&stert  l&omas  P«  Gravis 

Surveyor  and  engineers  G«  H»  Bringhurst 

Sextons  J*  W»  Bergin 


18  41- 


,yors  John  Day  Andrews 
Aldermen* 

First  7/ardt  M*  DeChawoes*  B*  Carraher 

Second  Bard*  C.  Mc&nelly,  R*  M*   BeChene  (resigned), 

J#  W#  Moor©  (resigned),  Charles  Shearn 
Third  Wards     C*  1U  Buel&ey  (resigned),  George  Fisher' 
(resigned),  Peter  ¥•  Gray,  C*  J»  Hedenberg 
(resigned),  If*  ¥•  3m  in  (resigned),  G.W» 
Kimball 
Fourth  WardsE*  Stockbridge  (resigned),  C.  W# 

Buckley  (resigned),  James   Bailey,  T.  Stansbury 
Secretary  and  treasurers  Henry  %land 


. 


■ 

■ 


Ifershals  Daniel  Busby 

Constables  H*  T.  looddy 

Recorder*  E*  R*  ffilkins 

Market  Masters   S«  M#  Baines 

Surveyors  Jacob  Rothhass 

Sextons  J«  W.  Bergin  (resigned),  M»  Connelly 

Wharf  %stor*  Charles  Gerlaoh 

Assessors  J*  W*  Scott 


,^.:<  .P  ^i'  fcr**"* 


Mayors  John  Day  Andres® 

Aide  men* 

First  lards  M«  BeChaumes,  f*  Dennsllon 
Second  Wards  c«  MeAnelly  (resigned),  Ruthven* 

Charles  Shearn 
Third  l%rd*  G.  ¥.  Kimball,  George  Gazley 
Fourth  lards  !•   Stansbury,  E*  S,  Perkins 

Secretary  and  treasurers  J»  H*  Clark 

Marshals  Daniel  Busby 

Sons  table*  H«  Wooddy 

Recorder*  John  Scott  (died),.  William  Evans 

Surveyors  Jacob  Rothhaas 

Sextons  M*  Connelly 

Sharf  Masters  C«  J»  Gerlaeh 


1843—- 


tyors  Francis  Moore*  Jr» 
Aldermen* 

First  Hards  T.  Bonneilon  (resigned),  John  H*  Brown 
(resided),  Robert  Levex&iagen*  Pobert  P*  Boyee* 
(resigned),  Horace  Baldwin 
Second  lards  J*  W»  Sehrimph,  J*  Church 
^bird  Tlards  A*  McGonen,  J»  P.  Randel 
Fourth  Wards  Joseph  M*  Robinson  (resigned), 
Charles  Shears*  ^*  s»  Perkins 
Secretary  and  treasurers  John  Pitggerald 
Marshals  Daniel  Busby  (resigned),  Joseph  iff&teawn 
Constables  H*  ?.  Wooddy 

Recorders  Gaorge  Fisher  (resigned),  William  F«  Weeks 
Market  Master*  diaries  Bovtaen 
Surveyors  Jacob  Eothhaas 
Sextons  Silas  D.  Sft#* 
rfharf  Masters   D*  0,  Wheeler 
Assessors   Eaniel  Busby 
Printers  James  F*  Cruger 
TJeigh  Masters  Nelson  T.   Tavis 


. 


1844— « 


Mavors  Horace  Baldwin 

Aldermens 

First  Iferd*  Robert  Levenhagen  (died),  M.  H« 

Shryock  (resigned) 
Second  ;?ards   £•  B#  Nichols,  Mm  J.  HutehiBS 
Third  Ward'  J.   Dacordeva,  A.  KcGooan 
Fourth  S&rd«  C*  R.  H6pi»on»  H*  S»  Bachelder 

Secretary  and  treasurers  John  Fitzgerald 

Marshals  Jaaas  A*  Young 

Constable*  Will  lea  K*  Smith 

Recorders  J*  Castanle 

Market  %sters  Charles  Boatman 

Sextons  SllasB*  Staats 

'Wharf  %sters  D«  &•  Wheeler 

Assessors  William  K«  Smith 

Attorney*   B.  P.  Tankersley 


1345. 


Mayor*  -"•   f*  Swain 

Aldermen* 

First  Ward*  J*  JU  Harris,  B*  Carraher 

Second  Ward*  J»  W»  Smith*  T»  M*  League,  Hot china 

Third  Wards  J*  W*  Cruger,  C.  Merlin 

Fourth  <#ard*  J«  W,  Began,  E*  ^iimolor 

Secretary*  John  Fitzgerald 

Beeorders  George  Fisher 

Printers  James  F»  Cruger 

Collector*  William  G*  Evans 


From  the  beginning,  tho  growth  of  Houston  was  rapid  and  con- 
sistent, with  the  exception  of  the  year  1839*     Curing  the  ten 
years  of  the  Republic  the  tomt  grew  from  i1four  men  with  an  ordimry 
cashing  outfit, M  to  a  city  of  about  three  thousand  persons  •     The 
removal  of  the  eapitol  and  the  yellow  fever  epidemic  of  1830  seemed 
to  check  it  only  temporarily.     $  visitor  to  Houston  in  Apr i,  1837, 

wrote  of  it,  ^Already  the. ..place  was  a  lively  village,  almost  as 

50 
large  as  Brasoria*"        Oa  Severer  27  of  thtt  year,  Littleton 


• 


62 


50 

DeChaumont  to  Lasaar,  July  14,  1837*  in  Guliek  and  Elliott 
(eds»),  The  Papers  of  Mjrabeau  Buonaparte  Lamar ,  X,  562* 


Fowler  wrote  in  his  diary,  "Steamboat  arrived  today  with  103  pas» 

51 
sopors  from  the  United  States* **        The  folefflraph  of  ISaroh  10*  1838* 


Bora  Fowler  Arthur,   "Jottings  from  the  Old  Journal  of  Little. 

ton  Fowler  **'  in  The  Quarterly  of  the  feacas  Historical  /ssoei&tion, 
II.  80. 


reported  that  two  vessels  had  arrived  that  morning  with  nearly  two 
hundred  passengers*     This  paper  announced  on  July  17,  1839,  the 
arrival  of  one  hundred  and  thirt$&»f  lve  passengers  on  the  steamer 
Friend*     Such  reports  were  not  uneoEson  in  those  years*     Texas  mis 
a  new  land  of  opportunity,  and  Houston  "ems  the  gateway  to  this  land* 
501(3  Morning  Star  of  April  19,  IS 38.  reported* 


The  resident;  population  of  Houston,  according 
to  the  census  lately  taken,  is  2073— •males,  1620, 
females,  453*     The  asaount  of  property  assessed  is 
|2,405,885*     Such  then  is  the  growth  of  our  city  in 
two  short  years*     On  the  1st  of  i&rch,  1837,  there 
were  perhaps  two  log  houses  and  ten  inhabitants, 
where  how  are  hundreds  of  buildings, neat  and  comfort- 
able, large  stores  well  filled  with  the  conveniences, 
and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life,  fine  hotels  offering 
eccoim&odations  for  a  hundred  of  boarders,  and  two 
theatres  in  successful  operation*     Our  wharves  present 
the  appearance  of  quite  a  large  cemnBrcial  city,  five 
sboamers  ere  constantly  plying  between  Houston  and 


• 


• 


. 


• 
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Galveston,  a»d  four  more  of  th©  first  class  between 
the  latter  city  and  Hew  Orleans  continually  bring-* 
ing  to  our  country  crowds  of  ©migrants  anxious  to 
enjoy  the  advantages  which  are  so  abundantly  ex- 
tended  to  them. 


Colonel  Edward  Stiff,  who  was  in  Houston  in  1838  and  1839, 
has  given  an  interesting  picture  of  th©'  town,  showing  the  effect  of 
the  rapid  immigration  on  the  place.     He  sayss 


The  city  of  Houston  has  grown  to  its  present 
sis©  with  astonishing  rapidity*.. ♦The  seat  of  govern- 
ment was  temporarily  located*  and  in  less  than  three 
short  years  the  solitary  grove  that  skirted  Buffalo 
Bayou,  and  the  wild  grandeur  of  the  rising  prairie 
have  given  plaee  to  th©  swarms  of  human  b  ©ings  that 
now  promenade  by  day  and  night  the  streets  and  com- 
mons of  the  oit;    of  Houston. ♦••She  public  buildings 
in  Houston  consist  of  a  market  hous©,   an  arsenal, 
court-house,  jail,  two  small  theatres,  the  president's 
house,  and  the  oapitol#.#.Ihe  city  contains  twelve 
stores  of  assorted  merchandise,  six  mechanics  *  shops, 
vizs     one  gun-smith,  oim  #i@el -right ,  one  silver-smith, 
one  shoe  and  boot  maker,  and  ftm  blacksmiths  %  there 
are  also  quite  a  number  of  carpenters,  whose  work  is 
in  great  demand,  and  last,  forty-soven  places  for 
selling  intoxicating  drinks,  most  of  which  a  re  gaming 
dans ••••  Houston  is  the  present  seat  of  government, 
and  contains  382  houses 9  and  a  population  that  would 
be  difficult  to  number  on  account  of  the  constant 
coming  and  going  that  is  o"9®Ty  day  witnessed... 
Perhaps  about  3G00  people  are  to  be  found  at  Houston 
generally,  and  among  them  not  exceeding  forty  females. 
Here  may  be  daily  seen  parties  of  traders  arriving 
and  departing,  composed  too,  of  every  variety  of 
colour,  from  snowy  whit©  to  sooty,  and  dressed  in 
every  variety  of  fashion,  excepting  the  savage  Bowie- 
knife,  which  as  if  by  common  consent,  vms  a  necessary 
appendage  to  all.    Again,  the  squadl  of  land  specula- 
tors are  sprinkled  about  th©  streets  and  domiciled 


■ 
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in  the  tap  rooms,  and  over  and  anon,  the  wily 
politicians  will  give  you  a  friendly  grip,  and 
invite  yon  to  take  a  glass,  with  a  knowing  squint, 
as  much  as  to  say*  you  ere  mine.  Emigrants  from 
everywhere  crowd  the  streets  in  whole  regiments, 
and  if  a  man  had  come  from  the  moon,  fancy  wot  Id 
lead  us  to  suppose  he  might  have  some  chance  of 
meeting  an  old  acquaintance,  particularly  during 
the  sessions  of  Congress. ^2 


Stiff,  The  Texan  Emigrant,  68-80. 


In  1841 ,  the  Telegraph  remarked  that  Houston  then  had  about 

53 
three  thousand  citizens,   and  in  1846,  it  reported  that  four  or 


53 

Telegraph  and  Texas  Register,  July  7#  1841* 

five  mm  stores  had  been  opened  within  one  month  end  that  several 

merchants  were  preparing  to  open  other  stores  as  soon  as  annexation 

ms  consuis&atecU     It  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  was 

not  a  house  in  town  to  rent,  that  several  new  buildings  were  going 

up,  that  the  hotels  were  crowded  with  boarders,   and  that  the  value 

of  real  estate  had  advanced  at  3e  ast  a  hundred  per  cent  within  the 

54 
preceding  two  months* 

54 

Ibid.,   December  31,   1845, 
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In  sharp  contrast  to  these  reports  shotild  bo  quoted  a  de- 
lightfully caustic  eomraent  made  by  Abb/  Domenech,  a  missionary 
who  visited  Houston  in  August,  1848.     He  said! 


Houston  is  a  ¥/retched  little  town  composed  of 
about  twenty  little  shops*  and  a  hundred  huts,  dis- 
persed here  and  there,  among  trunks  of  felled  trees. 

It  is  infested  with  raethodists  and  ants.**5 


Abbe     E*  H*  D»  Domenech,  Missionary  Adventures  in  Texas 
and  Mexico  (London,  1858),   28* 


%us  by  various  acts  of  Congress,  by  the  enterprise  and  sagacity 
of  the  proprietors,  and  the  industry  and  determination  of  the  men 
and  -©omen  who  came  to  sake  Houston  their  home,  the  town  grew  in 
ten  years  from  a  spot  on  the  prairie  to  a  town  of  about  three 
thousand  persons.     It  took  advantage  of  being  the  capital  to  improve 
its  condition,  and  it  continued  self- improvement  and  growth  after 
the  government  had  been  moved  and  in  spite  of  its  removal*    -It  went 
into  annexation  as  into  a  new  opportunity  that  it  must  not  miss*     It 
chose  its  officials  from  among  the  ablest  citizens,  and  created  new 
officials  as  it  developed  a  nmd  for  them.     Its  political  develop- 
ment kept  pace  with  its  growth  in  population  and  laid  a  safe  founda- 
tion for  its  ultimate  destiny. 


■ 


• 
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CMPTISE  I? 

gooBOuc  Am  commcuh  mmmm^t 

the  natural  situation  of  Eouston*  from  a  comereial  point  of 
vim?*  -ms   infer:" or  to  that  of  rival  teams*  but  the  tesj|x>rary  presence 
of  the  capital  furnished  an  opportunity  for  business  men  to  establish 
Houston  not  only  ss  a  political  center  but  also  as  the  focus  of  coe^» 
sieroial  activities*  At  a  time  when  mter  transportation  had  no  rival* 
Buffalo  Bayou  vms   naturally  the  hope  for  progress  and  growth,  and 
the  efforts  to  smintain  navigation  on  it  form  a  great  part  of  the  com* 
isereial  history  of  the  tarn* 

As  has  been  mentioned,  the  first  vessels  to  come  up  to  Houston 

were  the  Laura ,  ia  the  early  part  of  January*  1837,  the  Holla,  on 

April  21,  1837,  and  the  Jgellowstone*  on  April  27,  six  days  after 

tho  Rolls*  On  February  21  of  the  same  >ear#  the  regular  packet 

Steamer  Laura  mis  advertised  to  leave  Marion  at  four  o'clock  that 

1 

afternoon  for  Houston  and  all  intermediate  points*   IMs  trip  sarked 


Telegraph  and.  Tessas  Register*  February  21,  1837* 

the  beginning  of  regular  bayou  trade  to  Houston* 

On  June  1,  1837,  the  steamboat  Constitution  amazed  Francis 
«oore,  the  editor  of  the  Telegraphy  who  probably  had  scarcely  re- 
covered from  his  own  trip  up  the  bayou,  by  appearing  at  the  landing 
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87 
in  Houston.  Moore  says,  very  pointedly,  "Wo  had  harbored  the 
impression  that  Houston  was  a  little  above  the  head  of  navigation; 
but  this  arrival  has  almost  induced  us  to  do  what  appears  most 

■iw^  ii  hi  i    i  ii  m    ■!■■ 

2 

advisable  for  the  Constitution—that  is,  to  back  out*1*       There  is 


2 

Telegraph  and  Texas  Register,  June  3,   1837. 


|MB.B.fe«I„^*. 


a  story  told  that  this  is  ©mctly  what  the  Constitution  did.     She 

had  to  back  down  the  bayou  to  a  big  bend  above  Sarrisburg  where  she 

could  turn  around*     Hence  the  name  n0orstitution  Bend**  was  borne 

by  a  bend  in  the  bayou  until  it  wis  elimimted  by  a  cut-off  channel 

3 
dredged  in  recent  years* 


3 

Samuel  D.  Young,  True  Stories  of  Old  Houston  and  HoustonJans 
(Galveston,  1913),  133* 


By  the  fall  of  1337,  the  steamboat  Sam  Houston  we  s  making  regu- 
lar trips  to  Galveston,  the  bayou  ms  still  full  of  snags,  and  on 
October  28,  1837,  the  Telegraph  reported  that  the  Sam  Houston  struck 
a  snag  a  mile  or  two  below  the  city  and  sank  shortly  after  reaching 
the  landing.  The  Honorable  Aleee  La  Branche,  minister  from  the 
United  States,  was  on  board,  and  Houstonians  were  divided  between 
grief  at  having  one  of  the  few  links  that  held  them  to  the  outside 


68 
^orld  at  the  bottom  of  the  bayou  and  joy  over  the  arrival  of  the 
first  foreign  minister  to  reach  their  country.  The  vessel  was  re- 
paired and  put  back  into  service,  and  on  March  10,  1838,  the 
Telegraph  announced  that  the  Friendship  and  the  Sam  Houston  had  ar- 
rived  that  morning  from  Galveston.  A  iseek  later  this  paper  reported 
that  there  were  then  four  steamboats,  the  Branch  T»  Archer ,   the 
Sam  Houston,  the  Friendship,  and  the  Laura,  constantly  plying 
between  Houston  and  Galveston,  and  On  May  5,  1838,  that  "there  is 


4 

Telegraph  and  Tessas  Register,  Heron  17,  1838. 


now  a  direct  eoiamunl cation  hy  steamboats  between  Houston  and  Liver- 
pool via  Galveston*** 

By  the  &iid  of  the  second  year,  mter  commerce  was  -well  estab- 
lished, and  a  notice  in  a  newspaper  of  that  time  that  a  new  vessel 
had  been  added  to  the  bayou  trade  is  no  uncommon  thing*  For  example, 
in  the  Tel® graph  of  August  4*  1833,  an  advertisement  for  the  schooner 
Bally  appeared,  stating  that  the  vessel  would  take  three  hundred 

barrels  and  eight  passengers*  On  August  11,  the  "fast  running  steamer 

S 
Correo"  began  to  ply  three  times  a  iseek  between  Houston  and  Galveston 


5 

Telegraph  and  Texas  Register,  August  11,  1338, 
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and  carried  freight  and  passengers.  The  following  week  the  steamer 

6 
San  Jacinto  advertised  as  running  between  Houston  and  Galveston* 


8 
Ibid**  August  18,   1838. 


■  ■*<■;<— stm 


and  on  January  2,  1839,  the  Rufus  Putnam  made  its  first  trip  up 

7 

with  a  large  number  of  passengers  from  Mew  Orleans •   In  the  sue- 


7 

Ibid.,  January  2,  1839. 


eeeding  years,  other  boats  were  added,  and  many  of  them  played  an 
important  part  in  the  commercial  and  economic  life  of  Houston* 
Rotable  among  these  were  the  Emblem,  Trinity,  Dayton,  llodney,  Brighton, 
Patrick  Henry,  .Albert  Gallatin,  Edward  Burleson,  and  Ladv  Byron. 

The  condition  of  the  bayou  was,  from  the  first,  a  serious  prob- 
lem. Over-hanging  trees  impeded  the  progress  of  vessels,  aad  snags 
sank  many  a  boat  and  its  cargo.  Mrs.  Boustoun*  an  English  lady  who 
visited  Houston  in  1843,  wrote  an  interesting  description  of  the 
bayou  after  her  trip  up  from  Calve?  ton,— the  description  of  a  stream 
which  might  delight  an  artist  but  could  give  only  grief  to  the  pilot 
of  a  vessel.  She  saysi 
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For  a  considerable  distance  from  the  mouth 
the  shores  are  low,  flat,  and  swampy,  but  as  the 
stream  narrowed  there  "©ere  high  banks,  and  the 
trees  were  quite  beautiful  in  spite  of  the  season, 
which  ms  extremely  unfavorable  to  foliage  and 
woody  scenery*  Such  magnolias.— eighty  feet  in 
height,  and  with  a  girth  like  huge  forest  trees,— 
-what  must  "t&ey  be  when  in  full  bloom!  There  were 
also  a  great  number  and  variety  of  evergreens, 
laurel,  bay,  and  firs,  rhododendrons,  eistus,  and 
arbutus*  It  seemed  one  vast  shrubbery i  the  trees 
and  shrubs  grew  to  a  prodigious  height,  and  often 
met  over  the  steamer,  as  she  wound  through  the  short 
reaches  of  this  most  lovely  stream* 


8 

Mrs.  Houstoun,  Texas  and  the  Gulf  of  Mea&co,  II  (London, 
1844),  131. 


The  Telegraph  of  March  20,  1839,  carried  the  news  that  the 
work  of  clearii^  the  bayou  between  Houston  and  B&rrisburg  had 
comaaneed  and  was  being  prosecuted  with  energy  and  vigor*  A   month 
leter  the  Morning  Star  gave  out  the  satisfactory  information  that 
the  work  was  progressing  successfully  under  the  superintendenoo 
of  Mr*  Pilie*  Already  five  miles  had  been  completed,  and  vessels 
were  comii^  up  from  Harrisburg  without  the  danger  of  being  snagged 
or  having  "tb^eir  upper  works  carried  away**'  But  bayou  trouble 
did  not  ond   there*  In  1840,  the  Eodney  was  grounded  on  Bed  Fish  bar. 


9 

T3ie  Morning  rtar,  January  18,  1840. 
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10 
and  in  1841,  the  Patrick  Henry  met  the  same  fate.    In  1840,  the 


10 

Ibid.,  May  25,  1841. 


11  12 

Eteblem      and  the  Brighton      xfere  snagged  and  sunk. 


11 

Ibid. ,  February  10,  1840. 
12 

Ibid.,  March  21,  1840. 


The   eitisons  of  Houston  had  almys  realised  the  importance  of 
the  bayou  trade,  and  these  catastrophes  seemed  to  stir  them  to 
greater  efforts  in  that  direction.  Two   days  after  the  Star  had 
a  nouneed  "fee  sinking  of  the  I&abiem,  it  urged  those  citizens  in- 
terested in  the  welfare  of  the  city  to  attend  a  meeting  at  the  of- 
fice of  League,  Andrews  and  Company  to  take  into  consideration  the 

13 
^propriety  of  Hating  Buffalo  bayou  permanently  navigable."    The 


13 

The  Morning  Star,  February  12,  1840, 


Star  gives  no  report  on  how  -well  the  meeting  "ssas  attended,  but  those 
■who  were  present  expressed  themselves  as  be  In;,  determined  to  keep 

the  bayou  open.  It  was  unanimously  resolved  thab  a  treasurer  be 
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appointed  to  collect  funds  from  the  citizens,  the  first  money 

14 

collected  to  be  spent  in  raising  the  Bfeblem* 


Ibid,,  February  IS,  1840* 


On  %rch  27,  1840,  a  lottery  ws  advertised  to  raise  funds  to 
improve  bayou  navigation,  and  on  ..April  4,  the  Morning  Star  carried 
the  news  that  the  city  council  had  appropriated  one  thousand  dol- 
lars for  ressoving  the  Emblem  and  the   Brighton  from  the  channel. 
Both  vessels  were  raised,  and  on  June  15,  1840,  the  Brighton  made 

her  first  trip  to  Galveston  after  being  repaired  and  christened 

15 
General  Houston*         On  December  14,  1841,.  the  Star  stated  that  there 


IS 

The  gorging  Star,  June  15,  1840. 


■mr®   then  four  steamers  running  between  Houston  and  Galveston*  Four 
or  five  vessels  at  one  time  seem  to  have  been  the  usual  number  taking 
care  of  the  trade  and  traffic  between  the  two  towns* 

In  1842,  Congress  came  to  the  relief  of  Houston  by  passing 
an  act,  approved  on  January  29,  i&ieh  authorised  the  city  to  remove 
obstructions  in  Buffalo  Bayou  above  Harrisburg,  and  gave  it  the 
means  to  do  this  by  allowing  it  to  collect  a  tax  on  steamboats  and 


' 


. 
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other  craft  running  the  bayou.     This  tax  -©as  not  to  exceed  two 

16 
and  a  half  cents  per  tonnage  upon  any  vessel*       but  it  seems  to 


16 

Tel ejpraph  and  Texas  Register*  March  2,  1842* 


have  settled  the  bayou  problem  for  a  time* 

In  1840,  work  ms  begun  on  a  wharf  to  extend  from  the  upper 

side  of  Main  Street  to  the  lower  side  of  Fannin  Street,  in  act 

si ipaed  by  the  president  on  February  5  of  that  year*  gave  the  mayor 

and  city  council  power  to  construct  wharves  on  the  banks  of  the 

baym  in  the  city  liiaits  and  to  isake  other  improvements  for  better 

navigation  of  the  bayou*  But  the  council  was  already  a  few  days 

ahead  of  the  president.  On  January  29*  an  announcement  had  appeared 

in  the  Morning  Star  that  proposals  for  the  building  of  a  good  and 

substantial  wharf  would  be  received  at  the  zoeyor*  s  office  until 

February  24.  The  plana  specified  that  the  wharf  be  about  five 

hundred  feet  long*  six  feet  above  low  water  mark,  and  twelve  feet 

wide  on  "top*  The  cent,  ractor  n&s  to  be  paid  from  revenues  arising 

17 
from  a  lease  en  the  wharf.    o^ie  next  day  after  this  notice 
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The  Morning;  Star,  January  29*  1840* 
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appeared,  the  editor  of  the  Star  said,  prophet ioallys 


So  thing  but  mnt  of  enterprise  and  attention  to 
their  ultimate  interests  can  prevent  the  citizens 
of  Houston  from  making  this  the  great  inland  comma r- 
cial  mart  of  Texos*     Hatur©  has  done  much  to  make  it 
suohj  let  the  citizens  but  give  Some  improvements  to  her 
works  and  they  need  never  fear  a  rival* 


By  a  city  ordinance  of  June  8,  1841,  the  port  of  Houston  iaas 
established,  the  office  of  isfaarf  master  created,  and  the  rates  of 
wharfage  fixed*     The  port  ms  designated  as  commencing  idiere  the 
upper  line  of  the  corporation  crossed  Buffalo  and  ihit«  Oak  bayous, 
embracing  said  bayous  and  their  banks,  and  ending  ^shere  the  loiser 
line  of  the  corporation  crossed  Buffalo  Bayou*     The  ordinance 
specified  that  all  steamboats  and  other  vessels  carrying  ten  or 
more  tons  should  land  their  cargoes  betroen  the  upper  line  of 
lain  Street  and  the  lower  line  of  Fannin  Street*  All  other  vessels 
should  land  on  the  south  bank  of  the  bayou  between  the  points  lihere 
Ha in  Street  met  the  bayou  and  the  upper  line  of  the  corporation 
crossed  the  bayou»    Any  vessel  not  complying  wii&  this  regulation 
should  be  fined  twenty-five  dollars*    A  steamer  of  less  than  one 
hundred  tons- burden  must  pay  five  dollars  wharfage  for  the  first 
twenty-four  hours*and  three  dollars  for  ©very  subsequent  twenty-four 
hours*.     Every  boat  of  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons 
burden  must  pay  six  dollars  for  the  first  tssrenty-four  hours  and  four 
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dollars  for  each  subsequent  twenty-four  hours*     Each  boat  of  on© 

hundred  and  fifty  or  more  tons  must  pay  tan  dollars  for  the  first 

twenty-f our  hours  and  six  dollars  for  each  subsequent  twenty-four 

18 
hours*         On  June  12,  tho  Star  announced  tho  election  of  Charles 
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The  Morning  Star,  June  10,  1841* 


Gerlacli  as  the  first  mh&rf  nmster  and  also  stated  that  tvro  hundred 

19 
dollars  had  been  voted  by  the  council  to  complete  the  wharf. 


19 

Ibid.,  June  12,  1841, 


Almost  equal  in  importance  to  the  trade  by  mter  was  the 

trade  over  land*— »the  trade  carried  on  by  wagons  and  stage  coach 

lines  between  Houston  and  the  interior.  In  July,  1837,  a  daily 

stage  was  running  between  Hois  ton  and  Earrisburg.  It  carried  sail 

and  passengers  at  one  dollar  each,  in  dry  "weather,  and  ms  probably 

20 

the  first  regular  stage  line  established  in  Houston*     The  next 


Telegraph  and  feaas  Register,  June  IS*  1837, 


year  the  editor  of  the  Telegraph  commented  on  the  hundreds  of 
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baggage  wagons  which  constantly  arrived  fro®  the  upper  country  and 

21 
returned  loaded  with  merchandise*    if tor  the  arrival  of  th© 


Ibid.,  May  5,  1838. 


government*  new  stag©  and  mgon  lines  were  added  as  the  nm&  for 
them  sad©  them  profitable*  The  Telegraph  of  May  28,  1858,  ad¥©r« 
tlsed  a  weekly  stage  to  Elcfcond,  the  far©  being  seven  dollars. 
This  papor,  on  September  25  and  on  October  IS  of  the  saia©  year, 
announced  new  stage  lines  to  Hachitoofaes,  Louisiana*  and  to  lashingtoi 
on  the  Brazos,  and  on  July  24,  1339,  another  to  Egypt  and  Richmond* 
passage  to  either  of  the  last  two  towns  being  five  dollars  in  Terns 
money* 

After  the  capital  isas  moved  to  Austin,  overland  trad©  opened 
up  in  that  direction*  It  was  dangerous  because  of  Indians  and 
Mexicans  and  expensive  because  of  the  distance  and  bad  roads,  but  it 
was  necessary  because  the  people  of  Austin  had  to  depend  largely 
on  Houston  for  supplies  and  foreign  umil*  In  January,  1840,  the 
Houston  firm  of  Messrs*  Stark®  and  Burgess  purchased  several  new- 
stage  coaches  ani  twenty  or  thirty  horses  to  us©  between  Sons  ton 

22 
and  Austin*    On  February  3,  however*  they  had  to  announce  through 
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The  Morning  Star,  January  31,   1840* 
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77 
"fc*19  Morning  Star  that  because  of  scarcity  of  grain  "produced  by 
the  lumens©  emigration  into  this  country,"  -t&ey  had  bo®n  compelled 
to  postpone  operations  until  the  following  September.  In  1841, 
"Messrs*  Smith  and  Joms,  mail  contractors  for  the  route  to  /us tin," 
put  carriages  on  their  line,  thus  rendering  the  trip  to  th©  capital 
more  comfortable.  The  Star  of  April  2C,  1841,  in  commenting  on  this 
improvement,  says,  *It  has  been  necessary  for  a  stranger  on  reaching 
Houston,  to  spend  a  day  or  two  in  purchasing  a  horse  and  equipments, 
and  in  making  other  preparations  for  a  tedious  rid©  of  170  miles  on 
horseback  in  order  to  reach  the  seat  of  government** 

©ven  in  a  carriage  th©  trip  to  Austin  over  the  roads  of  that 
day  must  have  h®m  no 'tiling  less  than  an  ordeal.  Newspapers  con- 
tinually reflected  th©  desire  of  Houstonians  to  improve  the  roads 
leading  to  their  town,  and  they  must  have  felt  that  some  progress  had 
been  mad©  whan  on  January  19,  1841,  acting  President  Burnet  approved 
an  act  to  charter  a  company  called  the  Houston  and  Austin  Turnpike 

Company,  whos©  obj©ot  it  %ms  to  establish  a  turnoike  road  from 

23 
Houston  to  Austin* 
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Gammel,  Laws  of  Texas,   II,  499. 


In  its  issue  of  April  20,1841,  the  Morning  Star  noted  that  the 
streets  of  the  town  were  crowded  with  country  mgons  carrying 
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merchandise  "to  the  most  distant  parts  of  th©  K©public.*'  These  had 

come  from  th©  sections  along  the  Trinity*  Brazos*  and  Colorado 

24 

rivers  and  the  Bed  Lands  of  Bast  Texas.         In  1842,  th©  press   called 
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Telegraph  and  Texas  Register*  June  23 ,  1841, 


attention  to  the  crowds  of  customers  from  the  country''  that  thronged 
the  city  markets.  Houston  had  become  th©  commercial  center  for  th© 
planters  of  the  middle  counties*  the  upper  Colorado  on  the  west* 

and  th©  Heches  on  th©  east*         In  1845*  the  Telegraph  ms  still 
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Ibid.,  liovember  9*  1842. 
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commenting  on  the  great  number  of  teams  arriving  daily  in  spite  of 

the  bad  roads*  Th©  town  was  still  "working  for  better  roads  and 

28 

holding  mass  meetings  to  discuss  road  improvement.    If  Houston 
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Ibid.  July  3,  1846. 


ms  to  be  a  commercial  city  it  must  have  good  roads,  though  comparatively 
little  -sas  accomplished  toward  the  solution  of  this  problem  during 
the  days  of  the  Republic. 


■ 


. 
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Bridges,   too,  had  an  important  role  to  play*     The  first  bridge 

to  be  built  in  Houston,  of  vhioh  there  is  any  record,  was  one  over 

Buffalo  Bayon  at  the  foot  of  Milam  Street.     It  was  a  free  bridge, 

completed  in  the  fall  of  1838,  and  mast  have  heen  a  great  commercial 

27 
asset  to  the  city*         The  next  bridge  was  across  Tihite  Oak  Bayou* 
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Telegraph  and  Teems  Register,  October  IS,  1838. 


It  also  ms  free  and  was  finished  in  November,  1839.     Both  of  these 
bridges  could  be  crossed  by  heavily  loaded  wagons  and  were  a  great 

m 

convenience  to  persons  travelling  east  or  west  from  Houston.        A,  C* 
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Ibid.,  Novesber  14,   1859. 


Jllen  donated  timber  and  lumber  for  these  bridges  and  town  lots  of 
sufficient  value  to  help  materially  in  the  expense  of  bdlding  them. 
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The  Morning  Star,  October  17,  1839* 


Bayor  0©orge  W*  Lively  mentioned  in  a  letter  written  in  1839,  that 

30 
the  Thite  Oak  bridge  cost  $1290.00.    The  cost  of  the  Buffalo  bridge 
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Ibid.,  October  21,   1839. 


was  probably  about  the  same.     Otter  bridges  war©  built  in  the  next 
few  years.       Either  these    were  replaced  or  others  were  built  in 
different  locations.     %e  looming  Star  of  July  20,  1841,  mentions  a 
bridge  over  Trait  e  Oak  Bayou  having  been  completed,  and  the  same 
paper  of  December  21,  1843,  says* 


The  bridge  over  Buffalo  Bayou  in  this  city  was 
completed  on  Monday.     It  is  on®  hundred  feet  long, 
and  sixteen  mde.  The  distance  h&^m&en  the  two  piers 
is  fifty  feet* •••This  bridge  al&ough  insignificant 
in  eomp.  risen  with  most  of  the  bridges  of  the  United 
States,  is,  doubtless,  the  largest  and  most  substan-* 
tial  bridge  that  has  ever  bean  built  in  lfexas» 


On  July  1«  1846,  the  Telegraph  mentioned  that  the  bridge  over  Bray's 
Bayou  had  been  completed  and  ms  elevated  two  feet  above  high  water 
mark  so  that  it  could  be  crossed  at  any  season* 

There  were  no  railroads  in  Texas  dnring  the  days  of  1&e  Repub- 
lic* though  the  people  realized  what  such  an  improvement  would  do 

for  them  and  on  raany  occasions  made  efforts  to  bri  g  it  about.     The 

»*     ±.  *  _^_.  t        ±.  *     ii      »  -,-,      *  «*«~     granted  a  charter  to 

First  Congress,  which  met  la  the  fall  of  1836, 

the  famous  Tezas  Railroad,  navigation  and  Banking  Company.     Behind 


■ 


■ 
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this  enterprise  were  Dr»  Branch  %  Archer,  Raises  Oollinsworth,  T«  J. 
Green,  T«,  P.  McSinney,  A.  C,  Horton,  A*  C.  Allen,  and  Mosely  Baker. 
the  act  granting  the  charter  was  signed  by  President  Houston,  on 
December  18,  1836,     It  conferred  upon  the  company  S!the  right  of  con- 
necting the  mter  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Sabine,  by  ma&ns  of  in- 
ternal navigation  and  railroads,  from  and  to  such  particular  points 
of  connection  as  may  be  agreed  upon  and  selected  by  said  company, 
with  a  privilege  also  of  constructing  such  branches,  either  by  canals 

or  railroads,  to  connect  with  the  main  line  above  named,  as  nav  be 

31 
agreed  upon  and  determined  by  said  eoxapany*"        In  other  words,  the 
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Gass&el,  ^aws  of  Texas*  I,  128*132* 


company  was  to  construct  a  system  of  transportation  facilities  to 
extend  across  the  cotsitry  and  to  include  rail,  river,  and  caml 
constructions  and  Improvements*  In  addition,  the  company  m«  given 
"banking  privileges*"  which  .meant  that  it  ms  allowed  to  issue  notes 
to  circulate  as  money*  It  was  given  permission  to  establish  on© 
central  beak  and  as  many  b  ranch  banks  as  might  be  needed  by  the 
various  cosmtonities,  provided  that  not  more  than  two  branches  should 
be  established  without  the  consent  of  some  future  Congress*  The 
charter  of  the  company  seems  to  have  aroused  little  opposition  when 
it  came  up  before  Congress •  But  when  the  people  began  to  get 


82 

acquainted  with  its  terms  during  the  political  campaign  of  1837, 
they  raised  a  storm  of  opposition,  which,  coupled  with  the?  hard 
times  following  the  panic  of  1837,  presented  its  stock  from  ewer 
being  sold  and  resulted  in  its  finally  dying  from  lae?:  of  support. 
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C.  S.  Potts,  ^Transportation  in  Texas,*  in  Barker  (ed.) 
Texas  History  (iallas»  1923),  552-553* 


As   Houston  developed  into  a  mercantile  center*  the  idea  of  rail* 
road  transportation  from  the  head  of  mvigation  to  the  rich  bottom 
lands  of  the  Brazos  grew  more  and  more  in  the  minds  of  the  comas rcial 
leaders  of  the  city.  On  January  28,  1339,  the  president  approved  an 
act  to  incorporate  the  Houston  and  Braaos  Railroad  Company*  the  ini- 
tial stock  of  which  should  be  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  bo 
divided  into  five  thousand  shares  of  oxm  hundred  dollars  each. 


W«www 


Samel,  Laws  of  Texas,  II.  130. 


On  the  twenty-third  of  the  following  April,  the  citizens  of  Houston 
held  a  mass 'meeting  to  consider  the  project  of  building  a  railroad 

under  &s  charter.     J.  W.  Moody  acted  as  chairman  and  C.  J*  Bedenberg 

as  secretary.     After  the  purpose  of  the  meeting  ws  explained  the 

34 
assemblages  adjourned  to  meet  four  days  later.         At  the  second 
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The  Morning  Star,  April  25,  1839* 


meeting,  on  the  twenty-seventh,  the  chairman  appointed  a  committee 

of  f lire  to  confer  with  the  committees  of  other  sections  of  the 

country  and  another  committee  of  two  to  ascertain  the  most  direct 

35 
route  for  the  railroad*         The  Star  of  May  1,  1839,  carried  an  an- 
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Telegraph  and  Texas  Register,  May  1,  183S. 


nouncement  that  the  books  for  the  subscription  of  the  capital  stoek 
of  the  Houston  and  Brasos  Railroad  Company  would  &c  opened  on  May  15 
in  Houston  and  in  Galveston,  On  July  29,  1840,  the  Telegraph  re- 
ported the  celebration  in  Houston  of  the  commencement  of  -work  on  the 
railroad.  It  says,  "Saturday  the  25th  will  long  be  remembered  by 
the  citizens  of  Houston***  %sons,  Odd  Fellows,  Milam  2i^.rds,  and  an 
"immense  concourse"  of  citizens  participated*  ill  marched  t©  the 
point  of  commencement  of  the  Houston  and  Brazos  Eailroad  and  there 
with  appropriate  ceremonies  planted  *a  neat  slab  with  fitting 
inscriptions,*'  fired  a  salute,  and  "exhibited  a  resolution,  joy  and 
determination  which  augur  for  ihe  successful  aid  speedy  accomplish- 
ment of  the  grand  enterprise."  But  the  work  so  auspiciously  begun 
jnust  have  ended  shortly,  and  it  was  not  until  about  fourteen  years 


84 
later  that  the  first  railroad  train  ran  in  Tessas. 

At  the  same  time  that  Houston  nms  agitating  interest  in  a 
railroad  to  the  Brazos  valley,  Harrisburg  was  working  on  the  saiae 
project.     Its  proposed  road  ms  knovm  as  the  Harrisburg  and  Brazos 
Railroad*    Although  it  had  not  been  incorporated,  /ndrew  Briscoe, 
the  prosaoter,  and  Maurice  %*  Birdsall  entered  into  a  contract  for 
railroad  ties  on  February  23,  1840»     Mrs.  Loos  can  sayss 


A  considerable  number  of  the  ties  contracted 
for  were  delivered  along  the  graded  railroad,  -which 
extended  for  about  two  miles  out  from  Harrisburg, 
tomrd  the  Brasos  River.     The  grades  were  still  to 
be  seen  within  tfa©  memory  of  the  water.     Handsome 
certlf icates  of  stock  wore  printed,  and  are  in  sjy 
possesion,  relics  of  the  first  railroad  enterprise 
in  Texas. 36 
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Mrs.  Loosean,  "Harris  County**  in  Southwestern  Historical 

.Quarterly,  XIX,  61. 


She  Star  of  larch  20,  184C,  published  a  report  of  the  *  control- 
ling eoraaittee  of  th©  Stockholders  in  the  Harrisburg  and  Frasoe  Kail* 
road,*  appoint; ed  to  select  the  route  of  the  road.     This  eomaittee 
reported  that  they  had  eosmenBed  -gpork  on  Monday,  March  9,  and  bad 
surveysd  the  proposed  road  from  Harrisburg  to  the  Brasos  and  had 
calculated  Its  Tsrhole  length  to  be  about  thirty-and  one-fourth  miles. 


> 


Jacob  Hothhaas  was  the  engineer  and  Stephen  Richardson  and  lillias 

P*  Harris  the  committee.     The  editor  added  his  own  comment  that  the 

roport  should  amken  the  citizens  of  Houston  to  immediate*  action 

upon  the  subject  of  the  Houston  and  Brazos  Bail  road,"  with  itfaieh 

their  interests  are  identified*" 

On  ISay  6,  1840,  the  Star  again  reported  the  progress  of  the 

Harris  burg  and  Brazos  Railroad  •     This  time  it  gave  out  the  noma 

that  a  large  number  of  laborers  vmr®  then  engaged  in  throwing  up  the 

track  and  preparing  it  for  rails  at  an  early  season,  and  *'a  greater 

number  ts&11  soon  be  employed* n     Hie  following  year  the  company  behind 

37 

it  ms  incorporated  as  the  Harrlsburg  and  Erasos  Trading  Company, 
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Ganaael,  ^aws  of  Texas,  II,  E4-27* 
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hut  aetiv©  operations  were  soon  discontinued  and  were  not  resumed 

again  until  1851*     In  that  year  a  line  ms  surveyed  mesterard  from 

Harrisburg  and  grading  ms  begun,     The  next  yeer  the  first  rails  and 

the  first  locomotive  were  received,  and  tss©  years  later  tho  road 

vm.s  completed  to  EiehmoBd  on  the  Brazos,  a  distance  of  thirty- two 

38 
miles  from  Harrisbisrg. 


38 

Potts,  *' Transportation  in  Texas, m   in  Barker  (ed.),  Texas 
History,  5S4. 
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In  the  early  shlppingreports,  cotton  led  all  other  exports  in 
quantity  and  value*  The  torm  and  the  cotton  trade  grere  together. 
Other  exports,  such  as  limber,  hides,  live  stock,  and  pecans,  became 
more  and  more  wimble  as  time  wont  on,  but  cotton  ranked  first.  In 
the  fall  of  1841,  the  Telegraph  reported,  "More  cotton  has  been 
broushi  to  our  smrket  this  season  than  in  all  preceding  years  put 
together,"  but  it  gave  no  estimate  of  the  number  of  bales*    On  May 
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Telegraph, and  Texas  Register,  December  15,  1841, 


12,  1842,   the  Morning  Star  published  a  report  of  the  shipments  from 
the  port  of  Houston  for  the  period  ©xtendirsg  from  June  1,  1841,  to 
y  5,  1342«ahloh  reads  as  follows* 


There  have  been  shipped  from  the  port  of  Houston., • 
4,260  bales  of  cottons   72,816  feet  of  limber;  1303  hides; 
and  480  barrels  of  sundries— consisting  chiefly  of  deer 
skins,  horns,  &c,    There  are  about  300  bales  of  cotton 
still  on  hand  au  the  stores,  and  as  large  quantities 
are  arriving  daily  f rosj  the  country,  the  amount  that  -will 
be  shipped  this  year  will  probably  be  increased  to  at 
least  5000  bales*     The  value  of  cotton,  lumber,  and  hides 
shipped  Bfej  be  estimated  as  follows* 

Cotton,  4260  bales,  at  #55  a  bale,       §149, 000*00 

Lumber,   72,815  feet,  at  |25  a  1,000  1,820.40 

Hides,  1803,  at  80  cts.  each  1,442.40 

Total  HB^toOo" 


During  the  year  1842,  one  thousend  six  hundred  and  fifty  head 


of  live  stock^^-bee^es,  hogs,  pigs,  calves,  and  sheep,— 'Were  sold 
In  the  Houston  s&rket,   and  in  the  quarter  ending  on  December  31, 
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The  Morning  Star,   December  3,  1842# 


1842,  i^mnty-three  steamboats  and  one  sloop  departed  from  Houston 
carrying  1*318  bales  of  cotton,  1,142  hides,  400  pounds  of  door 

4 

skins,  61  pounds  of  pecans  and  60  sheep*  They  brought  foods,  har«3» 

41 

mre,  clothing,  furniture,  and  lumber* 


Telegraph  and  ffi*&s  Bejgister,  January  11,  1843, 
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In  1343,  the  culture  of  rice  began  with  excellent  crops,   and 
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The  Morning  Star,  October  19,  1843* 
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cotton  still  led  in  iaportame*     In  January,  IB  44,  S»  T*  X&vis  edver** 

tised  the  first  eosipress  and  -warehouse  at  Huston*     At  his  est&blish- 

jae&t  cotton  could  be  stored  at  tsselve  and  one-half  cents  per  tele 

p©r  isonth,  or  stored,  weighed,  Barked,  and  loaded  on  a  boat,  for 

43 
•barenty-f ive  cents  per  bale*         the  editors  of  the  Telegraph  end  the 
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Telegraph  and  Tezos  Register ,  January  10,  1844. 
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Morning  Star  gave  to  their  readers  the  information  that  Davis  invented 

•3;  «t 

his  compress*      and  that  it  would  press  a  five-hundred-poumd  bale  into 
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Ibid.*  23a rch  6,  1844* 


k  tw®nty~two-inch  square  in  about  fifteen  minuses,  -ssith  the  aid  of 

45  y 

only  tsra  persons. 


2he  Morning  Star,  March  11,  1844. 


On  April  2,  1844,  the  Morning  jfjggg  made  the  following  report* 


We  may  estimate  the  whole  value  of  ih&  exerts  of 
these  articles  received  in  Houston  during  the  last  year' 
as  follows $     cotton,  £1&8,000»  hides,  |9,000y  and 
peltries,  $§,000,  making  the  aggregate  mlue  of  the 
articles  fl87,000»     Inhere  have  been  other  articles  ex- 
ported from  the  city  to  the  amount  of  about  #10,000* 
The  capital  employed  in  the  trade  of  the  city  for  the 
last  year  may  therefore  be  estimated  at  fl77,GCC*     This 
is  less  by  about  #40,000  than  the  amount  employed  in 
trade  here  in  1841}  but  it  is  greater  than  the  amount 
employed  in  18 43  or  184f  *  a1^  ™»  profits  of  our  mer- 
chants have  been  greater* 


- 


! 


The  report  of  the  wharf  raster  for  the  year  1844  showed  tlmt 
the  exports  of  cotton  amounted  to  6*893  bales,  and  the  number  of 
hides  to  5,486*     The  ootton  was  valued  at  C'172,325  ©^  the  hides 
at  |6,583*     Peltries,  tallow,  bees  wax,  horns,  pecans,  and  other 
articles  were  not  included  in  this  report,  but  they  were  estimated 
at  110,000*     the  total  escorts  were  estimated  to  be  about  equal  to 
the  value  of  the  exports  in  1841,  but  less  cotton  was  exported  In 
184L,  and  only  its  high  price  in  that  year  raised  the  total  value 
to  equal  the  value  of  that  exported  in  IS 44* 
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Telegraph  and  Texas  He^ister,  March  26,  1845, 


Davis,  the  owner  of  the  compress,  gave  a  report  in  1845  that 

is  interesting  and  definite,  aad  hence  valuable  in  a  study  of  th© 

growth  of  the  cotton  industry  in  and  around  Houston*     This  report 

says  that  126  bales  of  cotton  were  received  in  Houston  during  the 

month  of  September,  1843 $  256  bales  in  September,  1344,  and  717  bales 

in  September,  1845»     The  number  of  bales  shipsed  from  the  city  from 

47 
September  1,  1844,  to  iugust  31,  1845,  was  1 1*359* 
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Ibid,,  October  8,  1845, 
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ij&  interesting  news  item  that  is  often  found  in  the  early 
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neisspapers  of  Houston  concerns  th©  importation  of  ice.  in  1833, 
this  luxury  sold  for  fifty  cents  a  pound  at  the  capital*  Th©  editor 
of  the  Telegraph  coBimonts  facetiously  that  the  citizens  wore  inclined 

■■"   I   I*!  'Ill  * 

to  take  sitch  exorbitance  "very  coolly.  *    A  year  later,  Bigelow 


Ibid.,  June  30*  1838. 


•and  Company  informed  Houston  that  their  firm  had  erected  a  capacious 
ice  house  near  th©  landing  andfiad  received  a  cargo  of  about  180  toss 

'  Ma 

of  ice  aad  would  be  able  to  supply  the  city  -throughout  th©  season. 


The  Ifornlng  Star*  June  4*  1839. 


In  1840*  th©  confectionery  establishment  of  Shearn  and  House  sold 

the  first  ice  cream  ever  sold  in  Houston,  nat  the  hour  of  11  o'clock 

50 

in  th©  forenoon*  axa!  at  3  and  8  o'clock  in  the  afternoon."         In 


50 

Ibid.,  April  29,  1840. 


June,  1341*  th©  city  council  removed  wharfage  charges  on  all  ic© 
k*%ght  into  tJl°  oity*  thus  recognizing  it  as  being  inore  a  necessity 

51 


than  a  luxury. 


' 


. 
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Ibid.,  June  29,  1841* 


Houston,  having  early  ambitions  and  hopes  of  becoming  a  trade 
cantor  for  the  surrounding  country*  realized  the  need  of  a  market 
house  as  early  as  1839*     On  October  ?  of  that  year,  the  city  council 
published  in  the  Star  an  advertisement  that  sealed  bids  *®auld  be 
received  by  the  mayor  for  a  zaarket  house  on  la&rket  square,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  long  hy  forty  feet  wide  and  one  story  high* 
In  the  following  spring  the  city  council  elected  Thorns  F*  Gravis 
first  market  usaster  and  inspector  of  provisions,  whose  duty  it  was 
to  inspect  all  provisions  and  mark  thesa  according  to  their  quality* 


52 

The  Morning  Star,  March  28,  18 40* 


In  October,  1840*  fee  city  council  contracted  to  build  Ka  fin©  and 

53 
convenient"  market  house*  Then  followed  a  wrangle  which  lasted 


53 

Ibid*,  October  24,  1840. 


several  weeks  over  whether  the  building  should  parallel  Congress 
Avenue  or  Travis  Street,     In  December,  the  council  voted  to  build  it 


■ 


- 


■ 


- 
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54 
in  the  center  of  Market  Square  to  face  Congress*    Still  the  argu- 


54 

Ibid.,   December  17,  1840. 


sent  did  not  end*     So  in  January,  1841,  after  the  "building  was  well 

begun,   the  council  voted  that  the  petitioners  might  have  the  market 

built  parallel  to  Travis  street  if  they  would  pay  the  expense  of 

55 
Biaki^g  the  change* 


55 

Ibid.,  January  26,  1841. 


The  business  concerns  in  early  Houston  wore  typical  of  the 
pioneer  torn.     Newspapers  of  that  time  disclose  the  fact  that  the 
j^ecessities  were  usually  to  be  found  and  that  a  few  luxuries  could 
be  had  at  irregular  intervals*     Merchants  advertised  hardware,  cloth- 
ing, drugs,  liquors*  and  food*     The  earliest  imnufacturing  plant  to 
appear  wls  the  saw  mill  at  Bsrrisburg*     Houst  on  also  had  one  at  an 

earlv  date,  the  Ikxas  Steam  Mill  Company*  which  advertised  hewecl 

56 
timber,  cord  wood,  and  charcoal*         In  fact,  of  the  products  that 


5G 

Telegraph  and  Texas  Register,  December  1*  1SS8. 


• 
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contributed  in  an  outstanding  my  to  Houston's  growth  and  wealth* 
lumber  appeared  first  in  point  of  tiaae*     By  1841,  there  were  two 

m 

steam  saw  mills  in  operation  and  a  "briek  plant  ms  being  advertised* 


57 

Ibid.,  April  28,  1841* 


Bricks,  however,  had  been  made  in  or  near  Houston  two  or  three  years 
before  this,     the  B>rning  Star  of  July  23,  1B39,  reported  that  "the 
first  bricl^house  ever  commenced  in  this  city,  is  now  being  erected 
on  Franklin    Street  by  the  Messrs.  Allen.     Um  believe  it  is  entirely 
of  house  manufacture*  itie  bricks  having  been  mde,  and  the  timber 
grown  in  the  isssediate  neighborhood." 

A  grist  mill  ms  run  in  connection  with  one  of  the  steam  mills. 


Ibid.,  Hay  28,  1838. 


nrim    nil  ■  murium  ■»  . 


and  another  isas  built  in  184*1,  by  El&m  Stoc&bridge,  at  a  cost  of 

59 
about  four  hundred  dollars,         Culnton  H»  Einsaan,  in  1838,  advertised 


59 

^®  Morning:  Star,  Mey  16,  1844* 


that  he  had  cosnraenced  the  manufacture  of  coaches,  gigs,  sulkies, 


94 
60 

"smgoBS*  and  dreys*        W.  P«  %efcman  advertised  himself,  in  1837,  as 


■wwwwm 
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Telegraph  and  Texas  fieffistor,  August  11,   1839« 


•MMMMMM 


a  mtcbuaker*  silversmith  and  gunsmith*         Isaac  Bmsker  gave  notioe 


61 

Ibid.,  Sfey  9,  1837. 


in  March,  1838*  that  be  had  opened  a  blacksmith  shop  in  front  of 

63 

the  capitol,  and  was  ready  for  business*        and  H*  R#  Allen  advertise- 


Ibid.,  March  17,  1839* 


in  1845,  that  he  was  rsr^&rml  to  take  dagusrreo-type  portraits, 


Ibid,,  July  2,   1B4S. 


!Fhus  there  gradually  appeared  the  artisans  and  business  concerns 
neeessarv  to  a  town  far  removed  from  other  towns* 

There  is  an  interesting  old  account  book  in  the  Central  Library 
of  Houston  Public  Library,kept  in  1837  and  1838  by  the  firm  of 
DoswelX  and  ^dasas,  a  fir^  fa&iliar  to  roadars   of  early  BDuston 


• 


' 


• 


newspapers.  The  book  was  prenented  to  the  library  in  1933,  by 

Kr*  and  Mrs*  I*  B*  MeFarland,  relatives  of  J«  Temple  Boswell,  gdsior 

64 
member  of  the  firm*    Mrs*  MeFarland  says  in  a  letter  accompanying 


64 

J«  Temple  Doswell  was  an  auctioneer  at  the  first  public  sale 
of  Houston  lots  in  1837,  an  auctioneer  at  the  sal©  of   the  first  lots 
sold  by  the  government  at  Galveston,  and  auctioneer  of  the  first  lot 
sold  by  the  government  in  Austin,  on  August  1,  1838*   L*  W*  Kemp, 
"Founders  of  Chamber  of  Commerce,"  in  Boston  (%gasine  of  Houston 
Chamber  of  Commerce),  April*  1940,  p*  7*~ 


the  book,  **This  firm  was  located  near  inhere  the  First  national  Bank 
is  now**1  In  the  front  of  the  book  is  written,  **Doswell  and  Adams 
Commission  Merchants  Houston  Terns**  On  each  page  is  written  a 
list  of  items  sold,  the  dat-Sof  each  sale,  the  person  to  whom  the 
sale  was  made,  and  the  total  amount  of  the  sale,  fhe  book  is  in- 
teresting because  of  the  names  filling  its  pages  and  the  atmosphere 
of  early  Houston  it  gives,  Reading  In  the  salesman* s  own  handwriting 
that  on  a  certain  date  Sam  Houston  charged  one  sack  of  corn  at  eight 
dollars,  or  that  F*  R*  Lubbboek  bought  paint,  the  steamer  Sam  Eons-ben 
two  barrels  of  potatoes,  William  Brown  a  spelling  book,  or  i  ♦  C* 
Allen  a  nm  quill  pen,  makes  early  Houston  and  Houstonians  live  again* 
The  prices  of  such  commodities  are  interesting  too.  Flour  sold  at 
seventeen  dollars  a  barrel,  sugar  at  forty-fSBr"  dollars  a  barrel,  a 
keg  of  nails  at  seventeen  dollars,  a  gallon  of  linseed  oil  at  five 
dollars,  bacon  at  thirty«ei£ht  cents  a  pound,  a  bushel  of  potatoes 


• 
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. 


. 
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-  > 


p 


96 

at  three  dollars,  a  spelling  book  at  fifty  cants,  a  pair  of  ladies 

shoes  at  one  and  one  half  dollars,  a  foot  of  lumber  at  se^en  cents, 

and  coffee  at  tBrenty  cents  a  pound*    fhis  particular  store  sold 

eider,  crackers,  coffee  boilers,  chocolate,  cups,  corn,  apples,  beef, 

paper,  nails,   candles,  whiskey,  lead,  powder,  lumber,  chums,  side 

comes,  wish  basins,  matches,  bed  oord,  lamps,  shoes,  claret,  spell- 

ing  books,  tuok  combs,  et  cetera*     ?hat  a  service  it  mast  have 

rendered  tho  oomunityl 

When  Houston  ms  just  tee  years  old  its  causae reial  leaders 

asked  for  a  Chaser  of  C©usseree»       1&e  minutes  of  the  Third  Goagress 

contain  the  story  of'  ushat  are  claimed  to  be  the  first  efforts  Bade 

tay  any  Texas  city  toward  chartering  such  an  organisation*     On 

Hovesiber  26,  1836,  Robert  Wilson,  mm®b®r  of  the  Senate  from  Harris- 

burg  County.  presented  a  petition  from  the  citisens  of  Houston  to 

the  Senate  Spraying  for  the  establishment  of  a  duuriber  of  comBeree*11 

65 
It  "sas  read  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  eossaittee.        This  cos** 


65 

Telagraoh  and  Texas  Begister,  lovemhor  28,  1338, 


Eittee  must  have  returned  a  favorable  report,  since  the  minutes  of  the 

i 

Senate  for  December  27,  18 38,  state  that  vWr*  Bverits  s&de  a  report 

upon  the  bill  to  establish  a  chaziiber  of  commerce  in  the  city  of  Houston* 

66 
tihieh  i*ms  read  a  first  time."         In  tho  afternoon  session  of  th©  next 


. 


. 
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66 

Telegraph  and  ffiaas  Register,  January  2,   1839* 


i>lBiapiliH"nu  WW  W— h  "■»  MHWMWWW 


day,  December  <B*  the  Senate  passed  the  bill*     Four  days  before  its 
passage  in  the  Senate,  Wilson*  sponsor  ©f  the  bill,  had  broken  ta^s 
a  secret  session  in  the  Senate  by  a  stormy  outbreak  of  indlgoatlon 
over  a  bill  before  it  and  had  thus  brought  about;  his  expulsion  from 

m 

that  body*        On  Friday*  January  11  *  1839*  the  eossercisl  leaders  of 


67 

Ibid**  Deesniber  29,  1838 ♦ 


Houston  lost  their  last  chance  of  receiving  their  charter  for  the 
Chamber  ©f  Commerce  from  the  ffiirct  Congress*     In  the  minutes  for  the 
afternoon  session  of  that  day  the  reporter  of  the  Hetsse  listed  acts 
approved  by  the  Sonata*  including  the  aet  to  establish  the  Houston 

Chamber  of  Comaeree,  and  the  loessage  from  the  Senate*  "asking  the 

68 
immediate  concurrence  of  the  house*1*        Before  any  action  ms  taken, 


natmmammmmnm 
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IbidU,  tannery  SO*  1839, 


the  House  was  interrupted  by  the  sound  of  a  bugle  and  a  noisy  mob 
po tiring  into  ihe  capital  "bearing  upon  their  shoulders  the  honorable 
Robert  Wilson*  as  returned  again  to  the  Senate*  from  the  district  of 


. 
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E©rrisburg,  Liberty  and  Galveston.  A  motion  -©as  made  to  adjourn 

69 

owing  to  the  interrupt  ion*  *        Confusion  and  disagreement  in  Congress 


TGlef-ra^i  and  Tjsaaas  Register.  January  IS ,  IdSf, 


mmmma*  ■  mf«m#m*m»*m*mi»*m.rm>minm  w  w>i>«m—w«—     h  mm  m*imim  .man  ■  i^niiwmm*<**mm*m'**iimit--itmim*ii.mtiummim>*i*  iwi a*>^.iiwma»*i*Hu«Mi cm wmiminima 


over  the  best  course  to  pursue '  eonsnosii  the  next  few  days*     It 
finally  ended  by  the  Senate  voting  that  "Honest  Bob,®  as  lie  tos 
called,  be  reprimanded  by  Yioe-President  Burnet*     But  the  bill  for 

the  ©barter  iihich  be  had  sponsored  ms  not  passed  by  the  Third  Congress* 

and  the  Houston  Chamber  of  Conmeree  had  to  wait  for  the  Fourth  Congress* 

On  January  28*1840*  the  act  of  incorporation  of  a  chamber  of  commerce 

in  sach  of  the  tossas  of  Matagorda  and  Houston  nas  signed  by  President 

70  "* 

Lamar,      and  it  was  Francis  Ubore,  then  senator  from  Harris  County, 

70 

Ganmel.  Laws  of  Teams*  II,  448* 


to  whom  the  credit  went  for  thejfinsl  accomplishment  of  the  task  begun 
by  Eobert  Ills  on  two  years  before. 

On  April  6*  1840,  the  Morning  Star  carried  this  itsms 

I  Ml    ■  — UM    n^    UMi    Ilia    irfil  HIM  I  111MI— fch"  !■ 


The  following  gentlemen  authorized  by  the  act 
of  Congress  creating  the  n  Houston  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce**1  set  this  day  at  10  o'clock  A.M.,  at  Carlos 
City  Exchange;  vizj   Thomas  M»  League.  Henry  E. 
Allen,  Georgo  Gasley.  John  W*  Pitkin,  Charles  Kesler, 
.  3#  Perkins,  BoT.'itt  C.  Harris, 


- 


■ 


99 
E#  S*  Perkins  was  elected  president,  Charles  Sesler,  vice- 
president,  George  Gazley*  treasurer,  and  J.  W»  Pitkin,  secretary. 
A  resolution  ms  passed  that  wholesale  merchants  of  Houston  or  of 
Harris  County  who  paid  the  license  as  such  might  become  members  of 
the  organization  by  enrolling  their  names  and  paying  a  f  ©o  of  twenty 
dollars  in  promissory  notes  of  t lie  government.     Francis  Lubbock, 
Henry  hosier,  J.  BeCordova,  J.  E&rt,  Charles  A.  Morris,  and  John 
Carlos  were  admitted  as  active  members,  and  Georgo  Fisher  was  mado 
an  honorary  member*     the  editor  of  the  Star  added  to  the  report  his 
own  eoisaent  that  this  organisation  **is  an  evidence  of  the  growing 
importance  and  extent  of  the  commerce  of  Houston,"  a  comment  that 
ms  timely  in  view  of  the  commercial  fp?owbh  which  the  city  had  had 
in  its  four  years  of  existence* 

Inconvenience  of  transportation,  remoteness  of  location,  and 
rapid  increase  in  population  made  many  necessary  commodities  very 
expensive  in  Houston.     The  editor  of  the  gele^raiph  complained  in 
18S9  that  board  varied  from  fifteen  to  tw©nty*-fiv@  dollars  per  week 

n 

and  that  other  things  were  proportionately  high*         In  the  fall  of 
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Telegraph  and  Texas  Register,  April  17,  1839. 


that  year  four  barrels  of  flour  wero  sold  in  the  city  at  seventy 
dollars  each.     The  bakers  quit  masking  bread  altogether,  and  the  only 


• 


, 
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consolation  the  Star  could  off ar  was  that  nthey  ean*t  do  as  well 

72 
at  /is tin  as  we  can  her©,  if  flour  is  seventy  dollars  per  barrel*" 


72 

The  Morning  Star*  September  11*  1839* 


Coffee  IKS  soiling  at  forty  coats  per  pound*  brown  sugar  at  thirty- 

73 
throe  cents,  and  rioo  at  thirty  cents*    In  1841,  flour  sold  at 
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Ibid.,  &y  IB,  18S9. 


fourteen  dollars  a  barrol*     Even  at  these  prices  one  merchant  claimed 

74 
to  have  soM  .--cods  to  the  ©mount  of  110*000  in  one  day* 

Qjltm$t*00m&*ltmi6rt4m/&H()t&l&H^^  Hfiillimi      U  -'mrm«\mrnamilttm^tfirtMII»^Ui(u-m  Hi    ^ii  i  lit  i  hi     ii    urn    nn    i    i    iwmniin     iiiwiiir— HM<iiiMi)iWriin>  iiib     miin 
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Telegraph  and  gbxr-a  Register,  September  3*  1340* 

Ihere  ms  great  fear  that  the  removal  of  the  government  to  Austin 
would  cause  a  depression  in  business  at  Houston*  The  press  expressed 
its  fear  continually  b-.-  attempting  to  prove  to  its  readers  that  the 
departure  of  the  government  would  have  no  effect  on  business,  A  def  1** 
Bite  sliaap  did  com©  in  1839*  but  the  yellow  fever  epidemic  and  the 
extreme  depreciation  of  T&s&s  money  wore  probably  much  more  respon- 
sible for  it  than  was  the  loss  of  the  capiiol.  Yellow  fever  carried 
off  one-oighik  of  the  population,  even  at  the  low  estimate  of  the 


• 
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75 

newspapers*   and  ®ary  otters  fled  to  higher  sections  of  the  state. 


«K»"«taMK»n 
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Xhe  Morning  Star,  January  7,  1840* 


The  depreciation  of  i&e  Republic's  sueoay  forced  merchants  tsho  had 

remittances  to  make  to  the  United  States  to  sell  their  goods  at  a 

high,  price,  with  the  result  that  their  custoiaers  bought  only  those 

76 
things  "indispensably  necessary. "        Conditions  began  to  iiaprove  in 

mm*mmmmm  t*m   \t  nn%nmiT»^>*wi<  <***t*mm*m  awjwjww»  luiwwmi  wm&mmmtm  ■*Mi»<t<»«^wiMiHMfc<WwB^^ 
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Ibld.s  July  1,  1839. 

>wt  i— imi     iii  wimi  in    in  iiw hi  i   hi  m  ■mm  i  rrnri  nimiiw    m  — ip  n  i   Mwmmi  il i— n— iMHim  mi    >mi  iwi  m  mu  win  i<"  nn  i  nr  mi    i  i  ir  t    r   i,  in— ffii  wm^i— iliWiwUMWiiiMiiiW m*    ■     <■■—■■  m  i  m  i  n  >i  ■*    i 

the  winter  of  1839*40,  and  on  January  IS,  184Q,  the  Star  tws  able  to 
report  that  new  build ii^s  were  springing  up  in  every  part  of  the 
city,  and  houses  formerly  erected  for  toEiporary  use  were  undergoing 
such  enlargements  and  improveiaants  as  to  render  the  appearance  of  the 
town  "much  isore  substantial  and  elegant.  w     It  added  that  "Main  Street 
is  filled  with  farmers*  mgons  bringing  in  the  produce  of  the  country 
and  carrying  out  merchandise*     The  mechanic,  the  w@ reliant,  the  lawyer**** 
indeed  all  are  busy  except  the  physicians.     They  sees  to  have  retired 
on  half  pay/   Their  ease  would  be  hard  had  they  not  reaped  so  full  a 
harvest  during  the  fall  that  ifoey  can  afford  to  be  idle  the  rest  of 
ifoe  3*ar»"    Just  two  weeks  before  this  report  appeared,  Ashbol  SMth, 
a  citizen  of  Houston,  had  written  a  letter  to  President  I»smar  in  which 


' 


. 
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ho  said  that  business  in  Boston  was  very  brisk  and  greater  than  in 

any  previous  year,  that  th©  tarn  presented  a  much  improved  appearance, 

"chiefly  in  consequence  of  the  disappearance  of  the  large  class  of 

77 
gentlemen  loafers  and  blackguard  loafers  who  formerly  infested  it*1' 
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Smith  to  Lamar,  in  Guliek  and  Elliott  (ed»),The  Papers 
Hirabeau  Bonaparte  I*smar,   III,  220* 


Th©  editor  of  the  Telegraph,  on  July  IS,  1840,  assured  his 

readers  that  instead  of  Buffering  a  "speedy  dovaifall"  when  th©  seat 

of  government  ^sas  removed,    Houston  had  steadily  advanced  in  wealth 

and  population.     The  fanaers  of  the  Colorado,  Brasos,  and  Trii&ty 

river  districts  ware  finding  that  Houston  furnished  them  a  larger 

variety  of  goods  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  they  could  procure  at  other 

places*     On  February  24,  1341,  the  same  editor  again  attempted  to 

prove  that  his  prophecy  concerning  the  removal  of  the  capitol  had 

\mm.  fulfilled*    He  insisted  that  moving  the  seat  of  government; 

had  actually    contributed  to  Eons ton's  growth,  that  new  stores  had 

been  opened,  new  houses  erected,  new  sidewalks  extended,— In  short, 

that  a  "great  and  favorable  change  "had  taken  place  in  the  town* 

Shis  was  good  salesmanship*  of  course,  and  it  probably  had  an 

influence  on  the  readers  in  outlying  districts*     In  Augtsst,  1842, 

isbe  Star  reported  that  eighteen  buiMii^gs  were  in  the  process  of 

78 
construction*        At  the  same  time  three  thousand  acres  of  land  uisar 
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The  looming  Star,  .August  24,  1842. 


White  Oaks  Bayou*  adjoining  the  Houston  eity  league,  ^sere  being 

offered  for  cash  or  "exchanged  for  cord  wood  delivered  on  the  bank 

79 
of  Buffalo  Bayou, " 


79 

Tel  ©graph  and  Texas  Regis  tor,  Juno  29,  1842* 

in— i  i*i     ■    hi       ■■!  W  wiiMin  ii      — j t*M"  tw    MMMWMMNM>   IMi    iiiJiT&fciiWLwMir^   iwupm 


i»ll|WiMH»  ^  mt    T  r  >HB»  ■  t 


There  were  no  barks  in  Houston  durisg  the  days  of  the  Republic, 
the  banking  business  being  done  by  the  larger  saerehants.     T*  W.  House* 
who  had  a  confectionery  and  bakery  business  with  his  father-in-law, 
Charles  Sheara,  and  la  tor  alone  after  Shearn  withdrew,  began  to  re- 
ceive deposits  as  early  as  1840.     In  like  sianner  all  banking  busi- 
ness of  the  ti®©  ms  taken  care  of.     The  Morning  Star  of  October  16,. 

imtB&mm   m  warn  mi  i  wmm$*0mBtm  «wmwi«uj 

1841,  reported  that  the  merchants  of  the  city  had  held  a  meeting  on 
the  preceding  Thursday  evening  for  the  purpose  of  devising  measures 
for  the  establishsaent  of  a  Bank  of  Exchange  in  the  city.     Hothing 
eatie  of  this,  and  the  Texas  Railroad,  navigation  and  Banking  Company 
fell  through,   so  the  respon§5.Mlity  of  handling  the  saoney  affairs 
fell  to  the  merchants  and  &©  city  council.     Houston  *sas  probably 
the  first  and  perhaps  the  only  city  in  Texas,  during  the  Republic's 


, 
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early  ysars*  to  issue  hor  own  change  notes*     Texas  had  no  gold  or 
silver*  and  merchants,  farmers,  everyone,  needed  son©  convenient 
medium  of  recognized  value  to  use  as  money*    Private  co 5X3 eras  began 
issuing  *shln  plasters,"  as  the  cb&nge  notes  were  ©ailed*  without 
authority,  and  with  only  their  word  to  stend  "behind  them*     33ot  all 
merchants  were  homst.and  thos  ©  #10  were  not  brought  the  city 
discredit  with  notes     that  wore  worthless* 

Whttn  Br*  Francis  Moor©  was  mayor  in  1838,  he  began  to  issue 
corporation  notes  in  an  effort  to  protect  Houston* s  good  name* 
Allen  Franklin  of  Houston  lias  in  his  possession  four  of  these  Houston 
change  notes  issued  in  1838,  1839*  and  1840*     Ttmj  ha*?©  come  down  in 
his  family  from  t!a*ee  of  hie  great-uneles  who  received  them  as  pay- 
ment for  hauling  freight  by  oscart  from  Indianola  to  San  Antonio*     Oa 
each  are  the  words*  "PaSth  of  the  City  Pledged**1     On  the  margin  of 
on©  is  "Telegraph  Press*"     Ihrse  entitle  the  bearer  to  receive  on© 
dollar  each  at  the  treasurer* s  office  in  the  city  of  Houston,  and  th© 
fourth  promises  to  pay  two  dollars  in  the  promissory  notes  of  the 

government*    All  are  signed  by  both  tree® ur or  asd  mayor*  though  not 

80 
all  of  the  signatures  are  legible* 


80 
3*®  Houston  Chr<mlcle*  February  23,1940,  4,  and  Ibuston 

(Magazine  of  Houston  Chambor  of  Ceosoerc©)*  April*  1940*  p*  74*  " 


Dr*  Moore's  efforts  to  correct  the  money  situation  in  Houston 
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Change  notes  issued  by  the  City  of  Houston 

in  early  days 
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W9F0  not  wholly  successful*     ®<me  merchants  continued  private  is- 
suance of  notes*     ^o  on  May  29,  1838,  a  group  of  loading  citizens 
met  in  an  effort  to  give  force  to  their  city's  pledge.     The  agree- 
ment  sigaed  by  fifty- three  merchants  at  this  see  ting  reads  as  f  o!*» 
lows* 


We*  the  undersigned*  hereby  uaituaily  agree  to 
neither  give  nor  receive  on,  nor  after  the  fifth  day 
of  Juno  next*  any  Tickets  or  Change  Tickets  except 
those  issued  by  t lie  City  Corporation* 

ffc  also  request  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  id  IX  by 
the  day  above  named  furnish  a  stiff icient  amount  for  the 
City  Circulation  upon  actual  deposits  with  him  of  the 
promissory  notes  of  the  government*  * 


81 

Telegraph  and  Texas  R©g_ig_tg_r»  Jane  %*  1838* 


Houston's  hotels  played  a  large  part  in  the  eomsierci&l  and  social 
life  of  its  early  days.     Probably  the  best  known  of  these  was  the  os*%* 
iml  City  Hotel  built  of  logs  by  Major  Ben  Fort  Smith  in  i&©  winter 
of  1830-37.     Xhs  Tri-¥eel-:ly  Telegraph  of  May  16*  1855*  says  of  it****" 
in  eomaenting  on  its  collapse  a  few  days  bef ores 


It  was  the  hotel  par  excellence  of  the  Capital*  and 
COSES reial  metropolis  of  the  glorious  old  Republic*    At 
its  boards  Tsrere  daily  fed  the  President  and  his  Cabin© t* 
and  Senators  asd  Representatives  of  the  first  and  second 
Congress*  a  regiment  of  army  officers,  and  foreign  Minis- 
ters, and  a  eorporal's  guard  of  plain  Misters*  a  class 
that  in  those  days  ■$&©  in  the  feeblest  mii*ority# 


- 


" 


. 
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Tills  hotel  ms  leased  in  th©  susmer  of  1837  to  Thosms  Seott 
82 
and  Slisha  Floyd,   -®ha  ran  it  a  year*  In  th©  fall  of  1630,  it 


82 

Telegraph  and  Terns  Register,  July  1,  1837. 

again  changed  hands, and  this  tlsas  Levenhagen  and  Company  took  over 

the  ssamgement.     !Efa©  new  proprietors  repaired  it  and  furnished  it 

8is 
win  a  style  that  does  credit  to  the  city**1         Through  the  years  it 
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Ibid,,  September  22,  1838. 


ms  mentioned  in  the  newspaper  from  time  to  time  because"  of  having 
changed:  hands,  or  having  bmn  host  to  a  dinner  for  a  visitor  of  note, 
or  the  scene  of  a  dance  to  celebrate  son©  anniversary  important  to 
Houstonians* 

.Another  hotel  that  contributed  its  share  of  entertainment  to 
visitors  and  citizens  was  the  Houston  Souse*  It  ms  opened  on  Sep- 
tember 16,  1839,  ,sunder  the  superintendence  of  Messrs*  Biles  and 

84 
I-aboooka*    The  next  year  the  Star  reported  that  it  had  tmdergon© 
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The  Morning  Stair,  September  16,  1839. 


. 
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such  thorough  repairs  that  it  had  beeom©  the  '-most  elegant  and 

85 
finely  furnished  hotel  w©  have  seen  in  Tessas*8        From  th©  account 
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Ibid* «  November  28,  1340. 


of  Mrs*  Bbustoun  who  lodged  at  the  'Houston  Ifous  ©"during  her  visit 
to  Houston  in  1845,  one  might  judge  that  the  hotel  vrn.®  elegant  only 
by  cenxoarison*    Any  visitor  from  an  old  well«*d@velop©d  country  E&ghfc 
possibly  have  seen  Houston  as  did  this  Englishwoman  vho  could  not 
understand  ^hat  Boston's  inhabitants  meant  when  they  tsLked  of  it 
as  a  great  eity,—»n,th©  poetry  of  the  ©sentry  JsieJ  sir,  is  Jfoustonj* 
a  very  lneoatprshenslb  t©  panegyric  certainly* *    She  says  of  the  hotel  t 


1©  took  up  our  quarters  at  th©  *  Houston    House,'1 
a  large  shambling  modes  building*  fespt  "b^  a  captain 
or  Colonel  Baldwin,  on©  of  th©  most  eivtl,  obliging 
people  I  ever  saw*     He  had  a  sitting  room  which  was 
weather  proof*  though  to  keep  out  ^be  intense  cold  was 
impossible*     It  was  said  that  ©ur  landlord  vms  anxious 
to  add  to  th©  comforts  of  his  house*  but  he  had  a  great 
many  bad  debts j  it  ms,  he  told  us,  a  losing  concern 
altogether!  more  went  out  Hmn  cam©  in,  and  only  that 
morning,  having  asked  a  gentleman  to  pay  his  bill,  the 
reply  was,  "If  you  come  to  insult  me,  by  I'll 

shoot  you,  sir***    «©  went  down  to  breakfast  in  the 
publie  room}  the  food  consisted  of  tough  beef -steaks, 
each  as  large  as  a  good-sis©  dish,  eggs  hardly  warmed 
through*  and  emptied  over  the  meat,  end  squirrels  % 
each  guest  did  not  remain  more  than  fivo  minutes,  and 
on  his  retiring  Ms  place  was  immediately  filled  by 
another  hungry  traveller** » -Our  ceiling  urns  of  canvas 
and  in  the  night  we  were  obliged  to  flf ixn  an  umbrella 
over  the  bod,  ^shil©  X  -watched  the  feet  of  a  restless 
oat  as  she  wsss&ereti  over  our  he©4a*^ 


.    3 


■ 


* 
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Mrs.  Houstoun,  Texas  and  the  Gulf  of  M@xieo,  II,  186-190. 


After  the  seat  of  government  ms  moved  to  /13s tin  the  capitol 
reaained  -vacant  for  three  years.     During  1Ms  period*  advertisements 
often  appeared  in  tlie  newspapers  offering  this  "large  and  eomaodious 
building"  for  rent*     The  Houston  Town  Company  ms  eager  to  realise 
an  income  from  its  investment  and  urged  on  the  public  the  idea  of 
the  building's  adaptability  as  a  ta¥eraJ(  with  the  result  that  on 
lev  ember  S4,  1841,  the  Megraph  announced  that  1»  lorwood  had  opened 

wtttmmnutfmm  *m  -urn—  **• 

the  Old  Capitol  as  a  place  of  enter taiisaent*  Th©  same  paper  of 
October  S,  1842,  carried  an  advertisement  signed  "Horace  Baldwin, 
proprietor,1'  stating  tlaat  th©  eapitol  had  hmn  opened  as  a  hotel. 
It  was  used  in  this  capacity  throi2ghout  the  days  of  the  Republic, 
as  is  ©videaeedby  notices  which  appeared  from  tin©  to  tSate  in  th© 
Houston  tapers • 

There  were  several  other  hotels  and  eating  places  which  contri- 
buted to  the  life  of  early  Houston,  some  r©*aaining  open  for  a  short 
time,  ethers  having  a  longer  existence,    iisieng  these  were  th©  Mansion 
House  run  by -the  colorful  Famelia  ISaxm,  the  Milam  Hotel,  the  :vaverly 
House,  the  Star  Coffee  Bouse,  and  Koaler's  Arcade*     IMe  last  place 
consisted  of  store,  restaurant,  and  bar  and  was  one  of  the  landmarks 
of  Houston  in  Republic  days,  besides  being  famed  throughout  the  country 


■ 


- 
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o,s  the  d©  Itxxe  gathering  place  for  gentlemen*  It  ms  a  largo  tBO» 
story  building  bettseen  Preston  and  Prairie  avenues  ,  on  the  west 
side  of  Travis  Street,  south  of  Market  Square*  It  was  the  hosi©  of 
Holland  Lodge  Bo*  1,  a  meeting  place  for  the  Hbtiston  Jockey  Club, 
the  eoisieil  room  for  many  sessions  of  mayor  and  aldermen,  and  the 
home  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce*  Its  owner,  Henry  Kesler*  tms  a 
member  of  the  Chamber  of  Cosraerce,  of  ths  Board  of  Health,  and  of 
the  School  Board,  and  active  in  the  interests  of  Buffalo  Bayon  imvJU 
gation,  and  it  mis  probably  his  popularity  that  made  the  Aireado 
a  meeting  place  for  old  Housixon* 


. 


■ 
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CHAPTER  V 
CULTUPAL  IKFLIEENCES  AHD  GROUP  ORGaHIZaTIOBS 

Before  the  town  of  Houston  had  a  messpaper  or  a  hotel*  before 

the  government  had  arrived,  ishile  it  ms  yet  a  town  on  paper  only, 

plans  for  opening  a  theater  were  going  forsrard*     On  April  4,  1837, 

<3«  L*  Lyons,  "late  from  the  St*  Charles  Theatre  in  Hew  Orleans," 

advertised  in  the  Telegraph,  still  at  Columbia,  that  he  proposed  to 

open,  about  the  first  of  Hay,  the  "first  temple  dedicated  to  the 

1 
dramatic  muse  in  Terns**      In  the  hope  of  receiving  substantial  aid 


1 

Telegraph  and  .Togas  Register,  April  4,  1837* 


in  f  inaneing  the  enterprise,  Lyon  promised  to  give  a  season  ticket 
or  the  saotmt  of  their  contributions  in  tickets  to  all  those  who  con- 
tributed tomrd  the  building  fund*     He  returned  to  the  United  States 

and  engaged  a  theatrical  company,  but  the  weds  of  their  Toms-bound 

2 
vessel  took  the  lives  of  all  but  two  of  the  actors* 


mmmmr^t^^miBi^mmmmm^mmmimmmmtnmmmMim^ai^mitM.'jmMA^mxmmt^^m^mBamamaKmtMtmsm  owiwXtl 
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William  Hansom  Bogan,  "The  Theater  in  the  Republic  of  Texas," 
in  Southwest  Review,  XIX,  333* 


VMMMMMMHMMi 


In  the  spring  of  1833,  John  Carlos,  a  local  merchant,  erected  a 
building  to  be  used  as  a  theater,  and  on  June  2,  the  Telegraph  an* 
nounced  to  the  oitisens  that  a  theatrical  corps  had  just  arrived  from 

110 
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tli©  United  States  and  urged  their  liberal  patronage*     Henri  Corri, 
mn&ger  of  this  group  of  actors ,  assured  hie  patrons  in  the  same 
issue  that  no  mpms®  or  pains  •would  be-  spared  to  reader  the  enter- 
tainment wortteshiie  asd  aid®4  that  it  would  be  the  greatest  pride 
of  his  life  to  say  in  after  years  that  he  had  bmn  *&m  founder  of 
the  legitimate  drama  in  the  glorious  Republic  of  Texas** 

On  Monday  evening,  Juno  11*  Houston's  first  diaxaatic  season 
opened  with  Sheridan  Knowles1©  comedy.  The  rvaehbaek.     Previous  to 
the  presentation  of  the  eoaiedy,  Carlos  nad®  an  opening  address  and 
the  -whole  company  -ean^  a  nlfew  Batioml  Texian  Anthem,*1  written  ex- 
pressly for  the  occasion  by  Corri*     The  evening *s  enbertalaaent  case 
to  an  end  wife  the  popular  farce,  J2he  Dumb  .Belle,  or  1%  Perfection. 
"Die  house  was  crowded  to  overflowing,  and  smny  were  unable  to  secure 

seats  despite  their  willingness  to  pay  the  two-dollar  admission 

3 
price*       Francis  Moors  *s  judgment  that  the  actors  "exceeded  the  ex- 

ryiwiim   ■nun  nwiiiiMii  MtiMi   m— initiTi  iwrinii    hi  iwt  irirn  nn       "  ~t  i  nr    i      m    «i  nnnnm  nin»»'inii  t)m  mm  m  i— utt  ■  w  i »     n    n    iimim  in  iiw  miniw    in  n«mn»n.MM(»nw  "1^11*0 m     mm— irm    ii*.  mmtrnvmi  mi  imiin    ■  f 
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Telegraph  and  Jems  Register,  June  9,  1038,  and  June  1G,  1338. 


peetations  of  their  snost  sanguine  friends,?!  was  borne  out  by  the 
audiences  of,  the  first  week  who  filled  the  theater  to  see  Henrietta 
Togt,  Mrs*  Hubtmrd,  Mr.  and  Mrs*  Barker,  Alex  Jackson,  II.  Sargent, 
J.  S«     Onaond,  A.  S.  Bewton,  Mr.  Horn,  and  G#  ¥♦  Chambers  play  The 
Stranger,  Thereae,  Ifce  Rent  Pay,  Maid  of  Huns  tor,  and  The  Bobber*  e 
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ife,  in  a  **  style  that  would  have  gained  applause  even  upon  the 

4 
t&ges  of  the  principal  cities  of  the  United  States." 


Mwai  wmiaWiM  1 1  ii  Pwaw,i«imiirmtiiiHM  iWW^hiWwl*iifM»Wi nwvmwn— * m 
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Eogan*  "Bm  Theater  in  the  Republic  of  Texas, n  in  Sguthwwtt 

Review,  XIX,  384,  and  Telegraph  and  teas  Register,  Jime^IoT"TI^3* 


In  a  trery  short  time*  misunderstandings  arose  between  Corri, 

laamger  of  the  company*  and  Carlos,  earner  of  the  building*     Corri 

mo  billing  to  rent  the  building,  but  as  Carlos  refused*  they  agreed 

to  divide  the  profits,  each  taking  half.     Carlos  felt  that  the 

financial  success  of  the  theater  up  to  date  Justified  his  erecting 

a  new  "building  on  IS&in  Street*     Corri  believed  Carlos  "was  attempting 

to  induce  Ms  players  to  break  their  contracts  with  him  and  an* 

noimced  in  August,  through  the  press,  that  he  and  Oar  lee  had  broken 

their  partnership  and  friendship*    He  then  laade  an  extensile  explana-* 

tion  of  the  affair,  from  his  fieapoiat,  and  advertised  stock  in  his 

'  $ew  Theatre,®  to  be  built  at  a  cost  of  about  #15,000,  and  for  tshioh 

8 
he  had  secured  mwsm  talented  professors  of  the    Histrionic  Art**1 


iwaiuii    iiiiw*i«wni   .iiinwtnMowiMHijwiiiMHiiBii«.i*>*^'i  ■,-wi*mrmmium*m--imimmm*iim»mwMtaimmt 
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Telegraph  and  Texas  Bogister,  August  18,  1838, 


With  im>  theaters  running  in  competition,  the  1839  season  ms  a 
busy  one  in  Houston.     Carlos  opoasd  it  on  ^axas&ry  21  uith  the 
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fashionable  omsedj  of  Charles  the  Second,  or  Ihe  Merry  Monarch,  and 
the  popular  faro©.  The  Secret,  or  Bole  in  the.  lall,  ssxl  sold  tickets 

a 

at  -too  dolla  rs* 
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Telegraph  and  Texas  Resistor,  January  19,  1839* 


Corri  opened  Ms  lew  Iheatre  on  February  25,  and  the  Telegraph 
of  February  27  reports  thofc  the  audience  mM   probably  the  "largest 
and  sjost  respectable  that  has  ever  convened  on  a  similar  occasion 
In  this  eity****5he  array  of  Histrionic  talent,  in  thie  iustanee, 
had  mvQV  before  be©n  equaled  in  this  Republic* ■  lite  cast,  ^fiieh 
included  the  tragedian  Forbes,  the  comedian  Barnes*  Mrs*  Barnes, 
and  their  daughter,  Charlotte,  played  Sheridan* s  School  for  Scandal, 
and  received  ^unanimous  approbation*8  throughout  the  spring  and 
into  the  susser  the  Sew  Theatre  inn  programs  which  seeded  to  meet 
with  approval,  many  of  which  featured  Mrs*  Henry  Lewis,  an  English 
actress,  and  her  small  daughter,  nLa  Petito  Bertha, n  J.  R*  Scott, 
Charles  Eaton,  and  Joeaph  Buri£©«  On  August  7,   Corri,  after  pub- 
lishing a  s;bat68aent  showing  a  loss  of'  more  than  five  thousand 
dollars  for  the  season  of  13 39,  acknowledged  indebtedness  to  the 

public  for  its  patronage  and  announced  a  reopening  of  his  theater 

7 
in  the  early  autumn* 
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WiUQ'ium- i/m  i 


The  Morning  Star,  Jngpast  2,  18S9,  and  Telegraph  and  Texas 

iriMimm mm ■urn  KWfWBL  ■■)■  immiwi  *"*  Mi»iw»»li>»i i»fa«w>   —  »u»  rowi    i.u.n.n,. 

Register,  August  14,  1339* 


Meanwhile,  Carlos  ms  fooling  the  strain  of  eompotition  with 

Corri* s  theater,  and  on  July  31,  advertised  that  ho  was  ready  to 

sever  Ms  connection  with  the  theatrical  business  and  offered  his 

8 
theatrical  furniture  for  sale  and  his  building  for  rent. 


Began,  nr£h®  Theater  in  the  Republic  of  Texas ,**  in  Spiittwest 
Review,  XIX,  S8?» 


i»a,M>i  !■—  u»,  <mm**jm  «+a*st* 


In  Soptes^jer,  Henri  Corri  announced  that  a  new  ©OE^any  had  boon 

soeurod,  his  building  renovated,  th©  gallery  removed,  in  the  hop© 

that  tta  great  deal  of  nois©  aad  rioting  will  thus  be  avoided,''  and 

that  the  prio®  of  admission  would  bo  raised  from  t^3©  dollars  to  thro® 

9 
dollars,       Th@  Star  protested  on  the  grounds  that  "Ih©  individual 
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The  Morning  Star,  September  SO,  1SS9, 


who  finds  that  to  treat  hissself  and  isife  to  a  theatre  ticket  will 
cost  hiia  six  dollars— a  whole  day's  wages  for  ft  mechanic— will  bo 
very  apt  to  stay  at  homo,"     Evidently  Corri  saw  in  the  editor* s  argu«* 
isoat  good  sons©,  ggg  ^  ootobor  12,  the  Star  carried  an  advortisseiont 


, 
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of  th©  Houston  Theatre  -ssMeh  quoted  the  price  of  tiolots  at  tvo 

dollars  and  children  at  half  price*    Even  then,  Corri  mast  have  found 

the  difficulties  too  groat  and  have  closed  Ms  theater  for  a  short 

time,  as  on  Docombar  18,  the  Star  announced  that  "Tar,  Corri,  imnagor 

of  the  Theatre  at  this  place*  lias  again  opened  his  house  for  tine 

amisesient  of  *$i©  public* "     The  seat  of  igoverxmsnt  moved  in  the  fall 

of  1839*  tald&g  Tilth  it  aany  theater-goofs*  and  the  theatrical  busi*» 

ness  suffered  accordingly*     Corri  had  managed  to  outlast  his  rival* 

Carlos*  hut  even  -srithout  competition*  he  found  it  improf 1 table  t© 

continue  after  July*  18 40*     II©  finally  -ted  to  ©lose  his  doors,  aad 

did  not  open  them  again  for  a  professional  company  until  Friday* 

July  3*  1845*  nabon  A*  J»  Hewton*  i&th  a  "very  respectable  cosapajoy  of 

10 
perforators/1  playsd  to  an  audience  In  tise  Houston  2hsatre» 


matwaax*i*4B*timL  n„  nr-i  nwBUWrwi'mwtt^iim  m-tm^mmtt^ttt 


10 

Telegraph  and  Texas  Register*  July  9*  1B4B* 


Houston  igas  not  without  dr&mtic  ontertaiiiaeab  <teing  those 
five  years  in  isiiieh  professionals  failed  to  appear*    Mn  amateur 
organization  mentioned  first  as  ^Houston  Dram  tie  Society**  and 
later  as  ttfhe  ISxespian  Society* u  ms  organized  as  early  as  1S40  and 
Tims  still  functioning  in  1845*     Sie  first  notice  of  any  production 
of  this  group  appeared  in  the  Star  on  May  27*  1840*  and  promised 
that  the  proceeds  of  each  performance*  aftor  the  necessary  expenses 


. 


- 
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had  been  deducted,  would  be  appropriated  for  "the  Relief  of  the 
Indigent  £tek  in  this  City»ts     On  Hay  28  somo  "dozen  or  tarenty 
gentlemen*  of  the  city  presented  Kotaetme^s  celebrated  tragedy 
Pigarro*  or  The,  Death  of  Rolla*  aM  the  laughable  fare©*  The  Lottery 
Ticket^  in  a  style  was  creditable  as  their  motives  were  philanthropic*** 


11 
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11 

the  Morning  Star*  May  27,  23 ,  30,  1840. 


It  seeas  that  Corri  was  interested  in  the  efforts  of  this  group*  and* 
according  to  the  Star»  mads  "strenuous  exertions  to  formrd  the  de- 
signs of  the  Society**5  even  giving  it  the  use  of  hie  theater,     in  ap- 
preciation of  this  the  Society  presented  ®a  ee^liiaexctery"  in  his  b©» 

half  in  July*  1340*  playing  at  this  time  Cooper  *s  Lagt  of  the  Hohl» 
12 

cans.        The  organisation  beemiae  especially  active  in  1843*  when  it 


12 

The  Morning  Star*  July  11*  1840* 


presented  The  Eeir  at  Law*  The  Bee  Hj-ge,  All  the  Grid's  a  Stage*  and 
Charles  XXI*  again  donating  to  the  destitute  of  the  torn* 

«!■  mm  ii    ».■■■■■-    — — — 


13 

Ibid** January  28*  1843* 


13.7 
Houston  audiences,  though  grateful  for  entertainment,  were  anyw» 
thing  but  circumspect.    A  description  from  sasard  Stiff*g  narrative 
is  interesting  and  enlivening! 

On  the  second  nip£rb  the  guards  fkilam  Guards?  es- 
corted t&e  President  [llowstonj  to  the  Theatre,  and  at 
the  eanaest  solicitation  of  Colonel  ^mmi^Mmtmm^  *  *»s  in- 
duced to  help  him  gallant  a  pair  of  ladies  to  witness 
the  performance  of  Belvidere.     She  orchestra  was  dis- 
coursing street  sounds  when  a  peal  of  three  cheers  pro- 
claimed the  arrival  of  the  President  and  suit  whieli  vas 
speedily  followed  by  a  hissing*  the  discharge  of  pistols* 
the  glistening  ef  Bowie-knives,  while  many  a  knight  pro- 
claimed his  prowess  by  a  volley  of  profanity,  some  leveled 
*   at  the  President,  some  at  the.  Mayor,  some  at  the  policei 
•©hen  at  length  all  seemed  exhausted  the  field  of  battle 
ms  examined  and  three  reported  wounded?  killed  none.^ 


#o— ww— w—  i—ii  wii— i-mmm-m   i«w  ■iwm*rimMmnm-0*-m  -*****aa*ts* 


14 

Edmrd  Stiff,  !he  Texan  Emigrant,  72. 


Sirs.  Bllue  Ikrris,  isfoo  attended  school  in  Houston  in  1838,  has 
also  given  an  account  of  t&e  disorderliness  which  often  prevailed! 


The  school  teacher,  Mrs.  Eobertson,  and  pupils 
had  received  complimentary  tickets  to  the  theater  that 
evening,  as  had  also  the  president,  his  staff  and  the 
Milam  Guards.  Rain  and  mud  did  not  deter  us.  We  were 
all  at  the  school  house  before  dark*  From  there  -©e 
aarched  to  the  theater,  where  the  First  National  Bank 
now  stands.  The  front  seats  were  reserved  for  ladies 
and  the  school  children,  the  next  seats  tor   the  presi- 
dent, his  staff,  arid  the  Milam  Guards.  The  school 
arrived  early,  found  the  reserved  seats  occupied,  and 
was  accordingly  sea -ted  in  the  second  seats*  Shore  ms 


118 


.  --■■ 
considerable  confusion*  as  the  house  ties  crowded* 

As  the  president  and  sscor^  entered  the  orchestra 

played  wBail  to  the  Chief  **  but  there  t?ere  no  seats 

vacant  to  accomodate  them*     The  stage  aamgsr*  Mr* 

Curry*  came  out  and  requested  the  men  in  front, 

who  tier©  gamblers  and  their  friends,  to  givo  up  the 

seats*     this  they  refused  to  do*     !2hen  the  jaaimger 

ealled  for  the  police  to  put  them  out.    fhey  became 

enraged*  and  drawing  weapons*  threatened  to  shoot. 

The  sheriff  called  upon  the  soldiers  to  arrest  and 

disarm  them*     It  looked  as  If  there  im>uld  be  blood-* 

shed,  gamblers  on  one  side*  soldiers  on  the  other* 

women  and  children  between*  everybody  talking*  -siomen 

and  children  crying.     She  president  got  on  a  seat* 

eosiaanded  the  peace*  asked  -t&ose  in  front  to  be  seated » 

ordered  the  soldiers  to  staek  arms,  and  said  that  he 

and  the  ladies  and  children  -should  take  back  seats* 

This  appeared  to  sha&e  the  gamblers*    One  Ks&n  acted 

as  spokesaan  and  said  if  their  saoney  Tims  returned  they 

would  leave  the  house*  as  they  had  no  desire  to  dis- 

eomsodo  the  ladles.     He  said  that  they  mrald  have  left 

the  house  if  the  police  had  not  been  called*    After  the 

gamblers  left*  the  evening  passed  very  pleasantly*16 


15 
Mrs.  SLlue  Harris,  n5he  Bernini  sconces  ->f  Mrs.  Dllue  Harris, 

in  Terns  Historical  Association  Quarterly*  YI1*  218* 
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It  is  store  than  likely  that  these  two  accounts  describe  the 
came  scene*     Colonel  Stiff*  s  ms  published  in  1840*  and  Urs*   B&rrisfs 
viae  witten  in  1899  f rcea  memory*     1&©  fact  that  they  vary  in  detail 
does  not  detract  from  the  picture  they  present.     In  spite  of  such 
occurrences*  however*  the  fact  regains  that  the  theater  met  with 
the  general  approval  of  the  reputable  townspeople  and  had  the  sup- 
port  of  all  classes* 


• 


• 


" 
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The  faet  that  Houston  ms  the  capital  and  at  mmt  times  ms 

filled  Tsdth  transients  iaho  mre  eager  for  diversion  and  entertain- 

sent  to  fill  their  evenings,  xaade  it  attractive  to  a  ^arietsr  of 

travelling  entertainers  In  its  early  davs»     Gerard,  ^Ihe  Tesdan 

%gieian**  appeared  at  the  Houston  Theatre  in  1839*     Mm  L«  Harvey* 

the  ventriloquist,  earn©  in  the  spring  of  1845*  'Sfyioan*  s  Exhibition," 

composed  of  an  Italian  pupj>et  show,  the  ventriloquist   hsaan*  and 

16 

the  isagician,  Miss  Wynan*  came  in  1844»    Others  who  came  were 


18 

Telegraph  and  Terns  Register,  June  24,  1344* 


•^m.-umaMmm'**' 


T*  ¥*  tanner*  "The  American  Hercules,*"  in  1845,  the  "Ethiopian 

17 
Minstrels3  in  the  same  year*  the  "Olympic  Circus"  In  1043,   the 


17 

!Ehe  Morning  Star,  March  28,  1843V 


18 
"Olysapic  Arena  and  Hew  York  Circus,"  in  January,  184$,      Baverend 


18 

IMd#*  January  15,  1846* 


Levi  Chase,  phrenologist  and  physiofl§is&st,  in  1844,  and  Br.  A* 


' 


■ 


■ 


■ 


if 
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19 

Crane,  phrenologist,  in  1845. 


19 

Began,  "The  Theater  in  the  Bepablic  of  Teaoas,**  in  Southwest 
Review*  XIX,  381* 


Dancing,  ©.Bother  form  of  entertainment  within  reach  of 

early  Houston,  rimlled  the  theater  in  popularity.  On  April  21, 

X83?»  the  first  big  Mil  was  given  to  celebrate  the  anniversary  of 

the  battle  of  San  Jacinto*  About  a  month  later,  **Mr*  Hubbard  and  Co.1 

trere  sparing  "no  labor  nor  expense1*  in  fitting  up  the  City  Exchange 

20 
for  another  splendid  ball.    Each  occasion  worthy  of  being  reeog- 


■i  itw^imMmium;  hi*  1 1  ■■  i  m  ■  ■  i  ■■  wiiwi    '  ».«•»««  nwnw  hmuuiimw  m  mw  ■'  i  wi  i '  n  ■■mnwri  1  hiw->.i  <  ■  Win— WOMM8  MM—  1 


Telegraph  and  Texas  E Agister,  May  18,  1837. 


t&zed  by  the  city  called  for  a  ball*     Mrs*  C&lue  Harris  mentions 
trancing,  on  Bebrmry  22,  1838,  with  President  Houston,  at  her  first 

n 

ball  is  Houston*         2he  Telegraph  instructs  all  subscribers  to  the 


Harris,  "Reniniscenees,1'  in  Texas  Historical  Association  Quarter** 


JjO  VII,  215* 


k^t^^-f-n— *aHKni^iiHi»'ri*1ijM>iMw  ,»    Ci«BHIIii»l| 


ball  of  larch  2,  18S8,  to  call  on  either  of  the  managers  for  their 

22 
tickets*    It  mentions  in  December,  1838,  that  the  tickets  for  the 


' 


' 
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is.T.»..*»M'in»wiMi-iiii>i    rwww^Mxmwimwwtiwiiw^  ->-^hpb»wwe^ 


T@l@graph  ©ad  Tessas  Register*  Pebroarv  24*  18S8» 


inaugural  ball  are  becoming  very  scarce*      asd  that  the  Sew  Year's 


MlixM',Mw^*mMKX»*<ma*^**.*muM>iim~Ji* 


23 

Ibid**  Beeeiaber  8*  18J 


24 
$v@  fell  will  bo  given  at  the  Houston  Boms®.        The  swat  elaborate 

Ibid*,  B0^Eb^  26*  183S* 


Mil  of  the  period  aeeias  to  have  been  the  one  tfiloh  vm&  given  on 
Friday,  January  ^4*  1840*  at  uhlan  Boulton'a  band  plarod  and  for 

m 

nMeh  **Crent  lemons  tickets    coat    $26  including  refresliaents**1 


arWII  lWl>W—l»IUJWMIIIHIM>llWMMIW<  WB— HJp< 
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The  Morning  Star*  January  16*  1340* 
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Early  Eoustox&ans  bad  the  pioneer  enjoyeaant  of  eelebratiom* 
3hay  lovea  orations  and  attempts  at  poop*  as  the  press  of  that  tiias 
attests*     The  celebration  of  March  2*  1839*  is  typical  of  the  sort 
of  tiling  that  happened  every  larch  2  and  ©very  July  4*  for  these 
Tesans  al-esays  included  the  inde^endsnoe  anniversary  of  their  old 


■ 


• 


. 


. 


A 


• 
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hosse  aiaong  their  holidays.     On  tliis  particular  day  thoy  f  ormed  a 
procession  at  the  courthouse* led  by  the  Milam  Gmr&s*  a  local 
military  orgardgation*  and  saarched  to  the  eapitol,  mhere  Judge 
Thoiopson  delivered  as  oration  before  **a  very  large  and  respectable 
audsenoe**'  lahich  included  the  president,  vice-president,  heads  of 
the  state  departments*  Aleee  La  Brarsohe*  and  ° several  other  dis- 
tinguished foreigners*"    At  sunset  a  national  saint©  tols  sounded  by 
the  "Twin  Sisters"  in  front  of  the  eapitol*  and  though  this  account 

does  not  mention  it*  the  day  was  ended  in  dancing*  probably  at  one 

1 
of  the  hotels* 


Telegraph  and  Tessas  Regis  tar*  llarch  8*  1839* 
At  this  tiiae,  J*  E*  Codet*         from  the  city  of  Bow  York,  and 
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27 

ffilegffaph  and  ffiocas  Register,  April  8*  1839< 


Bonsiour  Grignon      igere  establishing  their  "dancing  and  waltzing 


m  \mmmmkrai 
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Tho  Homing  Star*  April  19,  1839, 


acadeiaios"  and  annotinoing  to  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  Ifouston 


. 
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. 
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that  they  wars  ready  to  give  instructions  in  "the  above  elegant 

accomplishments  »ts  and  €»  C*    lllis  ms  giving  notice  that  he  would 
teach  the  figures  of  qy&drilles  or  cotillions  at  on®  dollar  per 
lesson* 

|MWi  m»nnm    ii  ii  mwiKwiymm^MntwptwtwnrtlTTriWir'irr     i ~r  'irifiifirntmrtn'TiKnTiihrii— rn  ~ri W ~'  -mr ~~ti* " i  i     rum    i I     — f~rnrt~nrrrTTr"T"--rr-i t ~i ~r     n 

29 

Ibid*,  March  9,  1841* 


MM  WWdKBWWI   iW-p 


Art  in  Houston  dates  almost  to  the  beginning.    As  early  as  llay* 
1337,  Francis  Moore*  editor  of  the  Tel egr&nh*  recosiaended  the  artist 
Jeff  arson  Wright  *to  the  notice  of  the  assateurs  of  the  fine  arte** 
Ee  said* 


la  have  recently  visited  a  sxaall  gallery  of 

paintings  in  this  city*  fros  tli©  pallatt  of  Mr*  Wright  j 
we  war©  highly  pleased  with  their  appearance,     the 
portraits  of  this  gentlemen  bear  tho  evidence  of  much. 

genius  and  application*^® 


■  »i'iwniww*w»w|*nmini  «wWW*aa*<i»ai*«WWI* 
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Telegraph  and  Texas  gggigtor,  May  9*  1837. 


In  the  fall  of  tfa?  ssms  y001**  another  portrait  and  miniature 
painter*  /*  Andrews*  appeared  ttad  informed  nthe  ladies  and  gentlemen 
of  this  city  and  Its  vicinity*."  that  he  had  token  the  house  fonaerly 
occupied  by  President  Houston  and  would  be  glad  to  show  specimens 


■%>.  ■  .-.r 
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SI 

of  his  painting*    It  is  likely  that  it  was  the  paintings  of  one 


31 

Telegraph  and  Te:aas  Register,  October  28,  1837* 


t*mrMt**mm\mi*m\inmMmrjRm<*y&?**^mi»m*emimmmtgMm-.mvr'i>*  n# wmtmm+v 


or  both  of  those  artists  which  ttHN  Msry  Austin  Eblley  ss^?  *ihen» 

"gallanted"  "by  President  Houston,  she  visited  the  "gallery"  set  up 

in  one  wing  of  the  Capitol,  in  December*  1837  •  She  specifically 

mentions  that  the  paintings  "Pare  portraits  of  K  distinguished  character* 

of  the  last  campaign,"  and  adds,  ml<m  seo  the  arts  flourish  in  this 

32 
new  land  already** 


52 

%ry  Austin  Hoiley  to  S&rriotte  Solley*  December  24*  1837,  in 
SJettie  Austin  Batcher  (ec$ ,  Letters  of  an  J&rljr  Ai^rtoan  J^ravellor,  70* 


sic,  as  a  profession,  seeia3  to  have  eon®  in  with  the  theatre* 

As  a  drawi&~  card  for  the  Houston  Theatre,  Gorri  announced  on  his  ar-» 

33 
rival  that  Ra  full  and  efficient  orchestra  is  also  engaged*"        Sastee* 


33 

Telegraph  and  Tessas  Register*  June  2,  1838* 


a  flutist  in  this  orchestra,  probably  found  his  salary  from  Corri 
insufficient  to.  Bieet  the  high  cost  of  living  in  Houston  and  on 
December  8,  1838,  advertised  in  the  Telegraph  that  he  would  give 


■ 


. 
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instruotlo  non  the  f lute»     la  the  following  spring,  la&sme  SMeleraan 

^respectfully**  informed  Houston  that  she  "gjould  give  ber  first 

"Musical  Soiree"  at  the  capital  on  March  19,  and  -smiild  include  in 

M 

her  program  songs,  glees,  i&atto  soles,  violin  and  guitar'  numbers. 


34 

The  Morning  Star,  lareh  10,  1040* 


Basil  Hserbrugger  arrived  about  this  tise  and  gave  consorts-,  tickets 
for  which  cost  the  "lovers  of  good  masic"  in  the  city  two  and  a  half 
dollars  each*    The  Telegraph,  always  eager  to  encourage  talent  and 


Tim  Morning  Star,  April  22,  1840, 
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cultural  enterprises,  ms  extrav&ngant  in  its  praise  of  Heerbruggerfs 

ability  and  proclaimed  him  the  ablest  musician  ever  to  have  visited 

36 
the  Republic,    In  1845,  Johannes  JesniRgs  me  giving  voice  lessor, 


So 

Telegraph  and  Terns  Register,  October  21,  1840, 


;■■■»■  ■»— ■  tip 


piano,  violin,  guitar,-  flute,  and  clarinet  instructions  and  furnish 

37 

ing  music  for  balls  and  parties. 


37 

Tolpftgfcjpk  and  JftgflBS  Regis frer»  July  2,  1&46* 


■ 


• 


. 
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The  Sacred  Music  Society  organised  in  December,  1839,  and  g^ve 

its  initial  concert  on  Sew  Year's  t&o  nfor  the  relief  of  the  indigent 

and  destitute'7  of  the  city*     fhls  group  was  active  for  a  time,  met-* 

ing  as  often  as  once  a  week  and  -usually  in  the  Senc:  'je  Chamber  or 

Si 
courthouse* 


S3 

The  horning;  Star,  Decembor  IS,  20,  26,  1339* 


Ihen  the  town  ms  laid  out,  the  south  half  of  block  55  was  set 
aside  as  "School  House  Square,"  thus  indicating  the  plan  of  the 
founders  to  have  a  public  school*  £he  first  schools,  however,  were 
private  schools |  and  the  first  indication  of  one  of  these  ms  an  ad** 
vertiseinent  which  appeared  in  the  Telegraph  of  October  23 ,  1837,  in 
-which  Mrs*  1*  A*  Andrews, wife  of  the  portrait-painter  Andrews,  gave 
notice  that  she  would  open  a  school  for  young  ladies  on  the  first 
Monday  in  Hovember,  in  the  house  formerly  occupied  by  President 
Houston,  the  house  in  which  her  husband* s  studio  ms  located*  She 
was  willing  also  to  take  a  few  boys  under  the  age  of  twelve  and 
promised  to  teach  all  the  *5various  brandies  of  English  education* n 
In  the  spring  of  the  next  year,  the  Telegraph  offered  ''good  remunera- 
tion and  constant  employment"  to  any  *g©ntlexaan  capable  of  under- 
taking the  charge  of  a  School"  if  he  were  well  qualified  to  teach 
the  English  language*  arithmetic,  and  wthe  several  branches  of  a 


.  - 
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39 
polite  education*  and  would  apply  at  the  Telegraph  office.    There 


39 

Telegraph  and  Texas  Register,  May  16,  1838, 


is  no  indication  in  the  Telegraph  as  to  whether  this  notice  brought 

results,  but»  i»  spite  of  the  -warm  weather,  a  Mrs*  Hamilton  opened 

a  school  on  Corgress  Avenue  for  children  under  ten  years  of  age,  on 

40 
July  30,  terms  four  dollars  per  month,'8 payable  in  advance." 


40 

Ibid.,  July  28,  1838. 


Following  Mrs.  Hamilton's  notice  in  the  Telegraph  is,  nN.   B.-- • 
Private  Classes  for  Yorng  Ladies  from  4  till  6  P.M. *     Mrs.   Dilue 
Harris  says   she  attended  school  in  Houston  in  1838,  and  her  teacher* 
name  was  Hamblfeton.     She  says* 


He  taught  the  second  school  in  Houston,  Mrs. 
Sawyer  taught  the  first.     She  married  a  Mr.  Lockhart, 
The  school^as  built  of  rough  plank  and  consisted 
of  two  rooms.     The  boys1   room  -was  without  a  plank 
floor,  and  there  was  no  shutter  to  the  door,   nor 
glass  to  the  window.     [jFhis  wasprobably  the  reason 
for  having  school  in  the  summerTf      Rough  planks 
plaeed  on  barrels  and  nail  kegs  served  for  desks 
and  seats. ** 
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41 

Mrs*  Harris*  ^Beminisoencas,*1  in  Texas  State  Historical  Assoeta«» 
tion  Quarterly*  IV,  188. 


It  is  possible  that  Mrs.  Hamilton  and  Mr*  Hsmble ton  belonged  to 
the  same  family  and  both  taught,  as  ms  often  the  case.  The  varia- 
tion in  spelling  of  names  does  not  prove  that  it  was  not  the  same 


In  October,  1838,  two  men  by  the  names  of  Mylard  and  Thompson 
opened  a  private  school  for  young  men  and  boys.  They  gave  instruction 
in  "every  branch  of  a  thorough  English  and  scientific  education,  used 
every  exertion  for  the  advancement  of  the  pupils,  and  paid  strict 
attention  to  their  moral  deportment,"  all  for  five  or  eight  dollars 
v®r  month*  In  addition,  Thompson  taught  young  men  "arithmetic,  sur- 
veying, mathematies,  &*  in  the  evening  from  seven  to  ten,  for  five 
dollars  a  month* 

Early  in  1839,  the  mayor  and  eounoii  took  over  the  responsibility 
of  managing  a  school  for  the  city  and  in  that  way  e  stabllshed  the 
first  publie  school*  All  parents  who  could  pay  tuition  for  their 
children  did  so,  and  those  viho  could  not  q>  plied  to  the  mayor  or  to 
the  council  and  obtained  a  certificate  ishieh  authorized  then  to 
send  their  children  to  the  city  school  free  of  charge.  The  first 
term  opened  on  Monday,  February  11,  1839,  withE.  Salmon  as  principal* 


■ 


. 


■ 
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The  board  of  alderman  fixed  the  price  of  tuition  at  three  dollars 
a  month  for  each  branch  of  study,  regardless  of  whether  the  child 
were  in  the  elementary  grades  or  in  the  highest  grades.  All  sub- 
jects "usually  taught  in  the  institutions  of  the  United  States** 
were  taught,  and  the  principal  offered  to  teach  Latin,  Greok,   and 

the  higher  branches  of  mathematics  if  ther^  were  a  great  enough 

42 
demand  for  them* 


42 

Telegraph  and  Tessas  Register,  February  20,  1839* 


The  second  term  began  on  September  2,  18SS,  with  E*  Salmon 

again  principal,  1*  E*  Bodisan  assistant,  and  Aldermen  Asa  Brigham 

and  William  Pierpont  the  school  committee*     On©  hundred  and  four 

pupils  had  enrolled  during  the  first  term,  and  the  average  at- 

43 
tendance  had  been  about  forty-five  or  fifty*         The  city  council  had 


43 

Telegraph  and  Texas  Register,  August  7,  1839* 


controlled  school  affairs  during  the  first  year  and  had  appointed  a 

committee  from  its  membership  to  be  directly  responsible,  but  on 

January  20,  1840,  it  appointed  a  board  of  trustees  "from  among  the 

44 
citizens  for  the  government  of  the  city  school."   This  new  board. 


■ 


ISO 


44 

The  Morning  Star*  January  21*  1840. 


composed  of  th©  Rev.  W.  Y.  Allan*  F.  G©rlach,  £•  S.  Perkins,  J.  W. 

Hiles,  E.  Rosier,  J*  B*  Andrews,  and  Thomas  P.  Gravis,  met  for  the 

first  time  on  Monday,  January  27,  1840,  at  the  schoojhous©,  for  the 

par  os©  of  organizing.  It  ©l©ct©d  ¥.  Y.  Allen  president  and 

Shomas  P.  Gravis  secretary,  and  appointed  a  coiEE&tte©  to  receive 

45 
applications  for  a  new  teacher.    Some  trouble  had  arisen  between 


45 

The  Morning  Star,  January  29,  1840. 


■•=.  MMMiMl 


the  council  and  Dr.  Salmon  in  January,       and  the  school  ms  without 


48 

Ibid.,  January  21,  1840* 


nMmmmmm  iww— w  «iii'iWWMiMM««Mtfi>«iMpw«iwwi«wM«»MM»^^ 


a  principal  and  closed  until  March  2,  when  at  ten  o'clock  Gm  Smith, 

the  newly  elected  principal  from  Jac'cson,  Louisiana,  opened  its 

47 
doors.         The  council  seemed  unable  to  remain  out  of  school  affairs. 


47 

Ibid.  ,%rch  2,  1840. 
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and  In  April*  1841,  it  to*  again  handling  business  for  the  public 
school.  At  that  time  it  passed  a  resolution  that  "Mr.  Dwm  bo  al- 
lowed the  privilege  of  keeping  the  city  school  for  the  present 
48 

year. t} 


Ibid.,  May  1,  1841. 


The  public  school  was  taught  in  a  new  building  near  the  capitol. 


Telegraph  and  Testae  J:egister,  January  SO,  1839* 

It  was  built  some  time  In  the  winter  of  1838~39,  on  ground  now 
covered  by  the  Houston  Chronicle  Annex.  Lon©  Str.r  Lodge  Ho*  1,  Odd 
Fellows,  assisted  the  city  by  building  a  seaond  story  over  the  school- 
room for  the  lodge  roosu  The  lots  on  tshieh  the  school  stood,  the 
south  half  of  block  58*  are  marked  ^Church  Eeserve"  on  the  first 
city  ioap»  So  church  had  been  built  on  ihe   land  previous  to  1839, 
but  the  Aliens  had  given  a  deed  for  part  of  It  to  Littleton  Fowler 

in  1837,  exacting  a  Methodist  ©lurch  to  be  built  on  it  at  an  early 

50 
date.    Subsequent  sdnutes  of  the  city  council  meetings  reveal  the 


50 

Dora  Fowler  #rthur,  "Jottings  from  the  Old  Journal  of  Littleton 

Fowler, n   in  The  Quarterly  of  the  Texas  State  Historical  Association,  II , 

81.  fc—     ^       *  — 
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xsorries  whieh  the  double  donation  of  this  property  gwm  the  city 

fathers  and  the  Methodist  Society.  In  the  ©arly  part  of  1843*  the 

Methodists  wore  ready  to  build  their  church,  and  the  city  school 

was  on  their  land,  with  the  council  determined  to  hold  on  to  it» 

In  February  the  board  of  aldermen  resolved*  B13iat  the  committee 

above  named  be  authorized  to  have  the  lets  claimed  by  the  City 

Council  and  on  which  the  school  house  is  erected,  fenced  in,  and 

51 
that  .the  City  Council  take  possession  of  the  same»*    Bat  just  a 
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51 

The  laming  Star,  February  16,  1843* 


week  later  John  Fitzgerald,  city  secretary,  recorded} 


His  Honor  the  Mayor,  who  at  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Board  uas  authorized  to  compromise  with  the 
Methodist  Society  with  respect  to  the  ground  attached 
to  the  School  House,  made  a  verbal  report  which  ms 
heard  and  received,  aM  on  motion  of  '/Merman  Boyee, 
it  was 

Resolved,  That  His  Honor  th©  Mayor  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorised  to  relinquish  to  the  Methodist 
Society  all  the  right,  title,  interest  and  claim  of 
the  City  of  Houston  in  and  to  said  ground i  provided 
that  the  said  Society  will  give  to  the  City  a  Quit 
Claim  Deed  to  one  hundred  foot  square  off  of  i&e 
Hbrth  Bast  part  of  said  Block,  and  on  which  th© 
City  School  House  now  stands*^ 


"oT~ 

The  Morning  Stg.r,  February  23,  1843* 
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jEhe  little  school  held  its  ground  on  block  58  until  1846. 
In  January  of  that  year*  ^&«  finance  comaittee  of  -&ie  city  council 
made  an  extensive  report  to  t&sat  body,  taro  short  lines  of  which 
write  the  closing  chapter  of  tho  story  of  Houston's  first  public 
schoolhouse.     They  read* 


For  sale  of  School  House,       |105»00  s~ 

Leas  amount  paid  for  Odd  Fallows  Claim,  75. 


53 

The  Morning  Star,  January/  31,  1846. 


the 
The  public  school  ms  noyonly  school  in  Houston  at  that  tine. 

The  Star  of  April  29,  1840,  announced  that  James  E.  Eilo  was  opening 

an  evening  class  "for  the  instruction  of  young  iserehants,  clerks 

and  others,  in  the  science  of  Book  Keeping.  R     "Miss  Avery's  School 

54 
for  youg  ladies  and  misses^'        Rev*  H*  Eeidfs  Classical  School, 


54 

Telegraph  and  Texas  Begister,  May  4,  1842. 


"near  Miss  Morgan's  boarding  house, *       the  Misses  Humphreys ♦  Acadeay" 


55 

Ibid.,  Baoember  29,  1841. 
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56 
"for  yotmg  Ladies  and  sxoall  children*  **       the  Hoiasfeon  Academy,  tinder 


56 

She  Horning  Star,  March  26,  1842» 
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the  super  iniendeme  of  Thomas  J»  Pilgrim,   Miss  A*  £•  Madden* g 


57 

Telegraph  and  foxes  Register,  December  21,  1842# 
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school  "for  childres  &sd  youth  of  "both  sexes,1*      ¥•  J*  Thurber's 


58 

The  Morning  Star,  October  14,  1843i 
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school  £  or  the  benef  it  of  both  sexes,    and  the  Houston  Aca&QDgr 
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Ibid.,  December  26,  184S» 
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of  E.  F*  Gillett,   are  some  of  the  private  school"  advertised  at 
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Telegraph  and  Texas  Effgister,  February  4,  1844* 


various  times  from  1840  to  1846.     !3i©y  are  contemporaries  of  the 


. 


■ 


, 


■ 
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city  school  and  likely  account  for  its  small  enrollment*     !♦  F» 
Gillett*s  Houston  Academy  in  the  Telegraph  office,  at  the  corner 
of  Heln  and  Preston  streets,  grew  to  be  a  three- teacher  school  by 
the  fall  of  1845  and  appears  to  have  been  the  largest  of  the  private 
schools*  With  the  Bev*  Charles  Gillett,  A*  M.,  as  principal,  E*  F* 
Gillett  as  "Superintendent  of  the  Ifele  Department, n  azsd  Mrs*  M.  H. 
Bigelow  as  "Superintendent  of  the  Female  Department,"  it  ran  for 
ten  months  and  taught  all  branches  "necessary  to  enter  any  college 
in  the  United  States*" 


01 

Telegraph  and  Ttaafas  Register,  September  17,  1845« 


On  January  9,  1846,  "Friends  of  Education"  assembled  at  the 
Bethodist  church  in  Houston  and  started  a  movement  which  led  to  the 
establishment  of  public  free  schools  in  Tesms*  Shis  group,  which  was 
composed  of  **a  respectable  number  of  Teachers  and  others  friendly 
to  the  cause  of  Education, t?  elected  the  Bev*  C.  Biehardson,  presi- 
dent, and  Peter  ?/•  Gray,  secretary.  It  drew  up  a  sat  of  recommenda- 
tions for  future  coisventions  and  a  memorial  to  the  Texes  legislature 
asking  that  the  lends  donated  by  law  for  the  establishment  of  a 
system  of  public  education  be  used  for  that  purpose  at  an  early 

date*     The  convention  adjourned  on  January  13,  to  meet  at  Austin  on 

62 
February  21,  1846* 
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The  Morning  _  tar,  Januar<    27,  1346  ♦ 


Althoiigh  it  ms  not  until  March  20,  1848,  that  the  legislature 

ranted  to  certain  citizens  of  Houston  a  charter  of  incorporation 

for  the  Houston  Lycevan,  out  of  which  the  Houston  Public  Li- rary 

63 
:rew,         yet  there  were  several  privately  owned  rental  libraries  in 


6-5 

-Irst  !  eport  of  the  Houston  kceia  and  Carnegie  Library'  Assoc ia« 
tlon,  Ub. roh  2T  1304,  Houston,   Texas. 


the  early  days*  and  later  the  Houston  Circulating  Library,  to  serve, 

in  a  limited  my,  the  library  needs  of  the  town.     On  June  18,   1833, 

the  ftar  called  the  attention  of  its  readers  to  the  fact  that  'Messrs* 

Byrne  and  Co.  hsve  established  a  circulating  Library  in  this  city* 

which  contains  a  large  and  %mXX  selected  assortment  of  miscellaneous 

books*"     This  library,  according:  to  the  owners,  consisted  of  about 

thirteen  hunfred  volumes,  of  Tskieh  a  subscriber,  by  paying  twenty  dol- 

64 
U.rs  a  year,  could  read  as  many  as  he  desired.         The  Star  Coffee  House 


84 

Telegraph  and  Toxas  Begistor9  June  28,  1839. 


maintained  a  reading  room  in  which  subscribers  could  procure  "a  good 
variety  of  periodicals. "" 

On  May  20,  1843,  the  Star  announced  "that  many  of  our  citizens 
are  about  forming  a  Literary  Association  in  this  city  for  the  dissem- 
ination of  useful  knowledge"  and  that  the  members  planned  to  estab- 
lish a  circulating  library  to  be  sponsored  by  the  association.  By 


- 
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November  of  the  next  year,  the  library  and  reading  room  were  ready 

to  be  opened  to  the  ublic,  and  the  Telegraph  published  a  notice 

that  by  paying  a  fee  of  six  or  ten  dollars  anyone  interested  sight 

have  reading  and  borrowing  privileges  in  the  "Houston  Circulating 

65 
"Library* 


m 
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Telegraph  and  ffsoBfts  Peglstor,  November  6,  1844* 


The  newspapers  of  early  Houston  must  have  exerted  a  great  in» 
fluenoe  over  the  thought  of  the  town  and  over  the  conduct  of  its 
individuals*     Cut  off  from  the  rest  of  the  world  as  a  pioneer  torn 
of  that  period  must  be*  it  turned  to  its  press  for  news,  instruction* 
and  entertainment*     Its  sewspapers  ware  the  town*s  only  means  of 
advertising,  of  propagandising*  and  of  informing.     Bo  history  of 
Houston  would  be  complete  without  reference  to  the  part  played  in 
its  development  by  its  press. 

Soma  of  idle  early  newspapers  were  published  solely  for  th© 
purpose  of  promoting  the  candidacies  of  certain  politicians*  and 
they  were  short-lived  $  several  lasted  a  year  or  twoj  one  survived 
for  about  six  years 5  but  the  Telegraph  and  Texas  Register  moved  to 
Bona  ton  when  the  town  ms  less  than  a  year  old  and  continued,  with 
occasional  lapses,  to  publish  the  news  until  February  11,  1377*     This 
paper  was  started  at  San  Felipe  de  Austin  in  1835,  and  became  the 
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official  organ  of  the  provisional  government  of  Texas*  Gail  and 
Thomas  Borden  and  Joseph  Baker  established  it  and  published  it 
regularly  from  October*  1835*  to  March  Z&»  1836,  when  the  approach 
of  Santa  Arm's  Army  forced  a  retreat  of  the  Texans  from  the  Brazos. 
The  press  was  rushsd  to  Iferrisburg,  and  an  effort  was  imde  to  rosnae 
publication*     It  is  said  that  the  first  edition  of  th©  paper  went  to 
press  at  the  new  location  and  that  as  the  sixth  sheet  of  paper  was 
fed  into  the  press  Santa  /nna*s  advance  guard  entered  Barrisburg* 
The  editors  managed  to  escape  with  some  of  the  office  supplies,  but 
the  press  and  the  eoiaposing  room  force  were  captured*         The  printers 


The  Houston  Post,  April  28,  1936 ,  p*  7* 


were  made  prisoners,  and  the  press  was  throws  into  the  bayou*     This 
was  later  takes  out  and  set  up  In  Houston,  where  for  some  time 
the  Morning  Star  warn  printed  on  it*     Ho  one  seems  to  know  what 
finally  became  of  it* 

Gail  Borden  later  bought  new  equipment,  and  on  August  2,  1836, 
published  the  Telegraph  again,  this  time  at  Columbia.     In  March, 
1837,  Thomas  Borden  sold  his  interest  in  tfce  paper  to  Dr*  Francis 
Iboro,  Jr*,  vho  became  the  editor*     Gail  Borden  continued  as  busi- 
ness manager,  and  when  Houston  was  laid  out  and  the  government  voted 
to  be  moved  there*  Borden  moved  the  Telegraph  from  Columbia  to 


■ 
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Houston  by  the  water  route  over  the  Brazos  River  and  Buf falo  Bayou, 

6? 
arriving  there  on  April  27*  1837.    i  little  later  James  Cruger 


67 

Telegraph  and  Texas  Register*  May  2,  1837. 


succeeded  Borden  as  business  manager,  but  Moore  remained  its  editor* 

The  next  newspaper  to  appear  in  Houste  n  ms  the  National  Banner* 

<J.  W«  Miles  asd  Samuel  "Whiting,  business  manager  and  first  editor, 

08 
respectively*  issued  the  first  copy  of  their  paper  on  ipril  SS,  1838 # 


60 

This  information  was  taken  partly  from  notes  assembled  by  Ike 
H.  Ifoore  for  a  doctor's  dissertation,  as  yet  unpublished,  and  partly 
from  Ike  B»  Moore,  **  Early  Tessas  Newspapers,*  The  jjgggg  Almanac*  1936, 
p.   483. 


It  ms  ptiblished  as  the  national  Banner  until  some  time  in  December, 

1838*  -sshen  the  proprietor  discontinued  it  and  issued  in  lieu  of  it  a 

iDaper  called  the  Istional  Intelligencer*     James  S*  Jones,  formerly 

69 
editor  of  the  Matagorda  Bulletin,  tols  the  paper's  new  editor.         2ne 


69 

Telegraph  and  Texas  Register*  December  15,  1838. 


Intelligencer  in  turn  gave  way  to  the  Times,  on  March  6,  1840.  A.  M* 
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70 

Tompkins  was  the  first  editor  ibr  the  Times,       and  ho  seems  to  have 


70 

The  Morning  Star,  Harch  6,  1840* 


put  out  a  dally  paper  call  ©d  The  r&ily  Times  for  about  a  month  and 

then  changed  it  to  a  weekly,  entitled  The  Weekly  Times,  vihioh.  isms 

71  *  "■" 

published  until  about  July,  1840,         This  line  of  papers  changed 


71 

Moore,  "Early  Tessas  Uowspapors,"  in  jhe  Texas  Alaaaa_c,  1936,  p* 
483. 

72 
editors  often,         Sasaael  Wilting,  Henry  W#  Jesett,    William  Jeff  Jones, 


Telegraph  and  Tessas  S agister,  June  18,  1838* 


_7r_™_ . , 

jor  George  W,  Bonnell,   James  S#  Jones,  A*  H«  Tompkins,  A*  H, 
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A*  B*  Norton,  nA  History  of  the  Early  newspapers  of  Texas,"  in 
Daillio,  A  History  of  the  Tessas  Press  (Dallas,  1910),  329. 

Osborn,  and  G.  %  Lively^   all  being  mentioned  as  editors  at  dif- 
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From  notes  of  Ike  H«  Moore. 


f  erent  times. 
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In  early  June,  1838,  the  Civilian  raad©  its  appearand©  and  sur- 

7fj 

vived  for  about  three  saonths*    It  was  edited  by  H*  Stemrt  and 


75 

p.   483* 


Moore*  **Sarly  itajs  Hens papers »u  la  The  Tesms  Almanac,  1938* 


"W?T 


supported  Peter  F«  Grayson  as  a  candidate  for  the  presidency. 
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felegraph  and  Terns,  Register »  June  9,  1833* 


On  April  8,  1839,  the  first  issue  of  The  Morning  Star  sad©  its 

bow  to  Houston*     Its  subscription  prio©  was  twelve  dollars  a  year, 

a:o&  it  ms  publish@d  by  S*  Humphreys  and  Company,  edited  by  John  H» 

Eldredge*  asad  tsas  issued  every  day  except  Sunday,  until  July,  1840, 

when  it  began  appearing  four  times  a  week*     It  -©as  published  in 

the  Telegraph  office*  ani  ishen  S*  Hmaphreys  died  of  yellow  fever  on 

Tt 
llovember  12,  1839*  Jasa@s  Cnjg@r  of  the  Telegraph  beeauo  its  editor* 
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3&®  horning  Star,  Hoveiaber  14*  1839, 


Other  newspapers  to  b©  published  in  Houston  for  a  short  time 
aro  3fco  Musguito*  in  1840$  Ihe  nbustonian  and  The  Weekly  Boustonian* 


, 
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■ 
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from  March,   1841,  to  about  May,  1843j   The  Citizen,  from  July,  1343, 
to  about  December,  1843  j  the  Weekly  Citizen,  from  December,  1843,  to 

WMHWMMNMliw     -w   TWIi WiimB    UMItfl 

January,  1844|  the  Texlan  Democrat  from  January,  1844,  to  October, 

78 
1844.        Little  is  fcmwx  of  any  of  these  pap  era. 
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Moore,  sBarly  Texas  Newspapers,  n  in  The  Togas  Alamnao,  1936, 
>•   433. 


On  April  <£J,  1838,  the  Journeyman  printers  of  til©  city  held  a 

meeting  and  organised  themselves  into  a  society  called  the  Texas 

typographical  Association,     2hoy  adopted  a  constitution  and  by-lane 

and  subsequently  worked  to  promote  the  interests  of  their  craft  in 

79 
the  Bepublie*         Ihat  the  organization  continued  to  exist  for  some 


70 

Telegraph  and  Texas  Beglster*  May  2,  1338. 


time  is  evidenced  by  notices  ^Ii3eh  appeared  frequently  in  the  news-* 

■ 

papers  calling  for  meetlqgs  of  the  association  or  reporting  its 
activities. 

From  its  arrival  in  Houston,  the  Telegraph  sought  to  interest 
the  citizens  in  building  a  church.  Dr.  Hoore  seemed  to  think  that 
the  worst  approbrium  an  outsider  could  cast  against  Houston  was 
mentioning  the  fact  that  it  had  no  churches.  That  Galveston  had  a 


. 


" 


■ 


14S 
church  building  before  Houston  did,  appeared  to  humiliate  him 
greatly*  In  the  Telegraph  of  June  24,  1837,  he  said* 


Among  the  numerous  proposals  for  publie  nsorfe, 
we  notice  with  much  ple&sure,  the  proposition  to  ©root 
a  large  and  elegant  church  in  this  city**, which  thus 
silences  the  uncharitable  columiniators  who  have  d©-» 
lighted  in  declaring  that  "there  are  no  churches  in 
Tessas*" 


Ministers  began  to  come  in  to  Houston  with  th©  government*  when 

Sam  Houston  was  on  his  my  to  be  inaugurated  president  of  Texas  for 

the  first  time,  he  net  sf*  W*  Ball*  a  Presbyterian  preacher*  She  tsso 

journeyed  together  to  Columbia  and  began  a  friendship  that  lasted 

many  years*  Through  this  chance  iaeetii^»  Hall  became  chaplain  of 

the  First  Coi^ress,  and  when  the  government  went  to  Houston,  Hall 

^ent  too*  Her©  he  continued  to  serve  as  chaplain  and  to  preach 

""the  gospel  as  best  he  could,11  living  in  a  tent  for  four  or  five 

80 
months* 


80 

Samuel  Clark  Bed*  A  Brief  History  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Chureh,Kouston,  Texas  (Houston,  1939),  10^12* 


On  Sunday,  November  19,   1837,  Littleton  Fowler,  a  Methodist 
preacher,  rode  into  Houston  from  T&shington  on  the  Brazos*     H©  ar- 
rived in  th©  morning  and  preached  that  afternoon  "to  a  very  large 


- 


. 


- 
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assembly #"     Two  days  later* the  Senate  Gloated  him  chaplain  to  serve 

81 
for  the  rest  of  the  session* 


Dora  F«  Arthur*   "Jottings  from  ihe  Old  Journal  of  Littleton 

Fowler,"   in  The  Quarterly  of  the  Texas  State  Historical  Association, 
II,  79-SO. 


From  that  time  on,  preachers  began  arriving  rather  frequently, 

and,  from  all  accounts,  they  were  needed*    After  Ball  left,  William 

Youell  Allen*  another  Presbyterian,  came  from  the  United  States, 

reaching  Houston  on  Huron  51,  1838,  and  It  was  through  his  efforts 

that  the  first  church  building  ■was  erected  in  Houston*     The  day 

after  he  arrived,  he  preached  three  sermons  at  the  capitol,  and  he 

82 
says  he  had  good  congregations.        For  the  next  few  y3ars*  he  and 
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William  S*  Bed  (ed*),  "Allen*  s  Reminiscences  of  Tessas,  1838- 
1342,*  in  The  Southwestern  Historical  Quarterly,  Xtflll,  303* 


the  other  preachers  in  Bouston  took  turns  at  preaching  in  the  capital 
asd  the  courthouse. 

A.  C*  Allen  gave  the  Beverend  Allen  a  town  lot,  and  the  minister 
built  a  small  room  on  it  and  slept  and  studied  in  it.     He  says  his 
bed  ms  a  sack  of  prairie  hay,  and  that  for  several  months  he  shared 


■ 


■ 


. 
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it  with  R.  K*  Baton,  an  Episcopal  minister  who  had  come  to  Houston 

in  the  fall  of  1838*  Having  no  salary,  he  boarded  around  among 

his  congregation,  spending  a  great  deal  of  his  time  at  the  homes 

33 
of  A.  C*  A  lien  and  James  Bailey.    On  May  13,  1838,  he  started 


35 


Ked,  A  Brief  History  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Houston* 


Texas,.  13* 


£, 


Houston's  first  Sunday  School,  with  twenty-six  pupils  and  three  or 
four  teachers*     Another  Presbyterian  minister,  John  McCullough,  ar- 
rived in  Houston  during  the  winter  of  1333-59,  and  Congress  elected 
him  chaplain  of  the  Senate  and  Allen  chaplain  of  the  House* 

On  larch  31,  1839,  Allen  organised  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 

84 
with  James  lurk®  as  Rulin;  Slder  and  a  membership  of  ten  persons* 


84 

W.  S*  Bed,  "Allen's  Reminiscences  of  Terns,5*  in  Southwestern 
Historical  Quarterly,  XVIII,   293. 
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Ihere  was  no  church  building  then,  "but  some  time  in  the  next  spring 
work  on  the  new  Presbyterian  Church  ms  begun.     The  telegraph  of 
March  6,  1840,  announced  the  good  news  and  added,   "We  have  been  much 
in  ns&d  of  such  a  building  here,  and  have  been  subject  to  some  severe 
reflections  abroad,  for  the  -want  of  one** 

Things  did  not  go  well  with  the  new  church.     On  April  3 ,  1840, 


■ 


■ 


• 


. 


• 


146 

A»  C.  Allen,  James  Bailey*  and  John  E»  Eeid,  as  trustees,  reported 

that  they  had  contracted  with  Captain  J*  Daniels  to  ©root  the 

build istg  and  earnestly  solicited  all  those  who  had  not  yet  paid  the 

85 
amount  of  their  subscriptions  to  do  so  at  ones.         In  June  W«  Y. 


86 

Telegraph  &x&  gggag  Register*  April  8,  1840. 


86 
illen  again  asked  for  funds,      and  in  the  fall  of  1841,  the  building 


The  Morning  Star,  June  4,  1340» 


was  still  incomplete,  though  the  fele^ra^h  of  September  22  noted 

that  it  ms  progressing  rapidly  and  would  be  opened  for  services  in 

a  few  weeks*    Allen,  who  had  recently  been  married  in  Tennessee, 

was  expected  to  return  in  October  to  resume  his  pastoral  duties. 

On  February  13,  1342,  Allen  dedicated  the  ohttreh,  and  the 

37  - 
governing  body  installed  J,  "•  Miller  as  its  first  pastor.         In  a 
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Eed,  A  Brief  History  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Houatoi*, 
Texas,  21. 


letter  to  his  wife  /lien  describes  this  service* 


. 


' 
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The  last  Sabbath  I  preached  &  dedication  s arson 
in  the  new  chureh  in  Houston*  The  congregation  was 
largo  and  well  dressed  and  very  respectful*  The  music 
w&s  very  fine*  The  choir  consisted  of  some  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  persons,  two  bass  viols,  a  violin,  a 
flute,  and  claironot,  £siej  all  well  played.,  and  some 
of  the  voices  very  fine*  The  whole  service  appeared 
to  afford  great  satisfaction  to  all  present*  ° 


88 

Bed*  "Allen* s  Reminiscences,"  in  Southwestern  1  'istorical 
Quarterly,  XVIII*  294* 


The  church  was  built  on  lots  one  and  -tee  of  block  68,  ithieh 
■sms  the  southeast  corner  of  the  block  on  #iich  the  lontgosery-^ard 
store  now  stands,  and  at  the  intersection  of  Main  Street  and  Capitol 
Avonue.    A.  C*  Allen,  on©  of  i&e  city  founders  and  a  Presbyterian, 
gave  these  lots  to  the  churoh  at  an  early  date,  probably  at  the  tin© 
it  was  organized*     In  the  Origiml  Houston  T&m  l*ot  Book  is  a  sketch 
of  the  te?o  lots,  and  by  it  is  written,  **Red@eded  to  Aliens"  and 
below  that,  tt3Tiles  P*  Smith,  Donation  to  Presbyterian  Church* n     H© 
date  is  given*     The  deed  wis  made  on  January  7,  1843,  and  recorded 
on  January  16,  18 43,  nearly  a  year  after  the  church  ms  dedicated* 
The  Deed  Records  of  Harris  County  bear  out  the  first  part  of  the 
notation  found  in  the  town  lot  book.     Hie  lots  were  first  eold  or 
donated  by  the  Aliens,   then  redeeded  to  them,  and  finally  deeded 
by  James  S.  Holman,  trustee  for  the  i liens,  to  "Joseph  H*  Eobinson, 
James  1  alley,  A.  J.  Burke*  and  Jessee  F*  Eandel,  Trustees  of  the 


- 
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Presbyterian  Church,*  the  deed  describing  the  lots  as  those  !!©n 

89 

#ile!i  the  Presbyterian  Church  mm  stands**1 


89 

Deed  Records  of  Harris  County,  H*  357-353. 


On  December  30,  1844,  J*  W*  Miller,  pastor  of  the  Presbyterians 

at  that  time,  wrote'  in  his  diary  that  Ms  church  then  had  thirteen 

90 
members*    The  building  was  still  not  paid  for,  ®.nd.   on  July  1, 
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Bobert  Finnsy  Miller,  *Barly  Presbyterianism  in  Texas  as 
Seen  by  Eev»  Pastes  Weston  Miller,"  in  Southwestern  Historical 

Quarterly,  XIX,  ISO* 

H»jHt»-— mia*iwt m  Mi  —»imJ»riT 


iMMB>n|WWWiiWiiwniM,i  i     0 


1845,  Miller  left  for  the  United  States  to  collect  funds*     He  uas 
gone  eight  months,  and  returned  with  #1,344  sent  as  gifts  from  well- 
wishers  in  the  United  States*     He  was  soon  able  to  write*  n0ur  pros- 
pects are  *?ery  encouraging  now,  the  church  finished  and  out  of  debt* 

This  has  been  a  tedious  mission,  but  fairly  successful *** 
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K0<3-*  JL  Br*ef  History  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,   23« 


The  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  though  the  fourth  church  in 
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point  of  time  to  ©root  a  church  "building  in  Houston,  ms  in  the 
process  of  organizing  at  tho  same  time  the  Presbyterian  Church  was. 
In  fact,  this  group  had  its  first  mooting  for  tho  purpose  of  organise 
ing,  on    arch  18,  1839,  &n&  the  second  meeting,  at  which  it  finished 
the  work  begun,  on  April  1,  1339,     Christ  Church  lias   the  minutes  of 
these  meetings  and  of  many  subsequent  mattings  in  tho  original 
leatherbound  volume  in  which  they  wot©  written  in  1839#     On  March 
16,  thirty~nino  Episcopalians  in  Houston  met  and  agreed  "to  unite 
together  as  a  Claris  tian  Congregation  in  the  city  of  Houston  to  ob- 
serve the  forms  of  worship,  and  b©  governed  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  tho  United  States  of  Berth  Aj&eriea**1 
Among  the  names  of  the  persons  present  that  day  are  those  of  Barnard 
S#  Bee,  Memucan  Hunt,  Bel^tb  Clinton  Xferrls*  James  Webb,  James  Belly, 
and  others  familiar  to  the  student  of  Texas  history.     On  April  1, 
the  ambers  met  again  at  the  office  of  John  Birdsall,  a  ad  with  Rev* 
R*  M*  Chapman  as  chairman,  "Kesolved  that  this  association  be  called 
the  * Protestant  Bpiooopal  Church  of  Houston* tn       The  vestr^naen 
elected  were  William  F*  Gray,  John  Birdsall,  Memnean  Hunt,  A*  F* 
Woodsmrd,  James  Webb,  William  Plerpont,    Tod  Bobinson,  E.  S»  Perkins* 
D.  W*C»  Harris,  J*  D»  Andrews*  C»  Kesler  and  Georg©  Allen# 

As  early  as  September,  1033*  the  Episcopal  service  had  been  road 

92 
for  the  meabers  at  the  capitol*       and  Rev*  R.  M#  Chapman  had  arrived 
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ffclenraph  and  Texas  Register,  September  8,  1838, 


93 
in  Houston  in  the  fall  or  winter  of  1838       and  for  some  time  had 


03 

Bed*  "Allen's  Bemini  sconces, w  in  Southwestern  Historical  Quar- 
terly, XVII I,  303. 
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held  services  at  the  eapitol  regularly*    On  April  ?JL9   1840,  Rev* 


94 

Telegraph  and  Texas  Kegftrfesr,  December  22,  1838< 


Henry  B,  Goodwin  of  Maryland  ms  elected  rector  of  the  church, 
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Book  of  Minutes,  Christ  Church,  F*>uston,  Texas,  8. 


TI 


and  In  1842,  he  was  replaced  by  Rev.  B,  Baton,    On  May  12,  1846, 
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Ibid.,  7. 
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the  name  of  the  church  was  changed  to  the  one  it  now  bears,  the 
minutes  for  the  board  meeting  of  that  day  reading,  "This  Church 


' 
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shall  be  known  by  the  Bess©  of  Christ  Church  Houston,  Terns*** 

An  unsigned  typewritten  papar  in  the  possession  of  this  ©Inarch 

says*  "The  first  church  building  ms  a  smll  wooden  structure  ©recto* 

on  the  present  sit©  of  dhrist  Church  property,  vhloh  had  bees  given 

for  that  purpose  by  Mrs*  /*  C*  Allen,  but  faced  Fannin  Street*  In 

13-38  a  brick  church  ms  erected  with  a  seating  capacity  of  240** 

This  location  was  the  south  part  of  block  55  and  ms  laarkecl  "School 

House  Sqt%r#*  on  the  first  mp  of  Houston.  Hiere  is  no  record  of 

the  ©snot  time  the  first  building  ms  erected,  though  it  ims  not 

97 
before  March,  1845*    The  building  committee  for  the  brick  ehurch 
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ffie  lilorning  Star,  March  2,  1843* 


reported,  on  June  18,  1846,  that  #4,986*52  had  b&&n  raised  for  the 

building  fund  and  that  |1,G00  or     §2*000  would  yet  be  needed  to 

98 

complete-  the  ehurch,    Hals  obviously  referred  to  the  brick  church, 
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Book  of  minutes,  Christ  Chwrch,  15* 
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ifhich  ms  the  second  building  erected* 

The  first  Eoman  Cabholic  priest  of  "whom  any  record  has  h&&a 
:?ound  as  having  been  in  Houston  is  an  itinerant  priest  sooken  of  as 
*Fathor  Timon*"    W,  Y*  Allen  says  Timon  came  in  the  Muter  of  1338-39* 
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Hed*  ^AIleafs  Keainiseences*"  in  Southwestern  Historical 
Quarterly,  XVIII,  303, 

There  is  an  old  baptismal  record  book  dating  from  January  11,  1841* 

to  August  29,  1880*  In  the  possession  of  AnuneiatiGn  Church  in  Houston* 

and  this  book  and  the  early  newspapers  give  a  fairly  good  record  of 

the  early  Catholic  church  in  Houston.  In  this  book*  the  Yiear  Aposto** 

lie  of  Texas*  Father  John  M*   Odin,  mad©  the  first  record  of  a 

baptism*— that  of  fflllfw  ''ascall*  Nicholas  Steal e  vm.s   the  priest 

for  Houston  from  March*  1841*  until  Bishop  J*  M»  Odin  came  f ran  San 

100 
Antonio  to  replace  him*  in  July*  1842»    Odin  teas  followed  l^y  a 
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Baptismal  Records*  Aimneiation  Churchy  Houston*  Ityjas*  and 
Ihe  Morning  Star*  July  16*  1842* 
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Father  O^e*  and  in  1846*  Father  John  Lynch  and  Father  James  Fits- 

101 
jerald  came.  In  1841,  the  construction  of  the  first  Catholic 


101 

Baptismal  Records*  Anunoiation  Church,  Houston.     The  informa- 
tion from  t  as  book  ms  acquired  through  the  courtesy  of  Rev.   Thomas 
F»  Hogan  of  Anunciation  Church,  Houston*  baptisiml  records  of  the 
Catholic  Church  not  being  open  to  the  pui?i4c* 
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153 
102 
Church  in  Houston  was  begun  on  Franklin  Street*    but  there  is 
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The  Morning  Star,  August  5*  1841  • 
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»o  record  of  the  date  of  Its  completion  otter  than  the  anxxraooement 

103 
that  Odin  conducted  a  service  in  it  in  July*  1842*      and  it  is&y  have 

103 

Ibid.,  July  18,  1842, 


been  finished  at  any  tia©  before  this*     die  ms  the  second  church 

biiildisg  ever  begun  in  Houston* 

The  third  organisation  to  erect  a  church  in  Houston  ms  the 

Methodist  congregation*     Its  first  minister  ms  E.  Matthews,  t&o 

lived  there  in  lay*  1837;  the  second  ms  Littleton  Fowler,  but  he  *sms 

a  sales  ion&ry  and  stayed  in  Houston  only  a  short  tisaef  the  next  seems 

to  have  been  a  Bev#  Campbell,  isho  preached  at  the  capitol  twiee  on 

104 
Hovembe^  4,  18 33 1       but  the  first  minister  to  bo  regularly  appointed 
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Telegraph  and  Te%as  Register*  November  4,  1Q$8< 


pastor  of  the  Houston  congregation  xms  Abel  Stevens*     His  appointment 
ms  smde  by  the  Mississippi  Conference,  on  December  3*  1838.     Be  did 


• 


. 


154 

not  arrive  to  take  charge  of  his  1'loek  until  the  fall  of  18S9,  -srhon 

100 
ho  spont  on©  Sunday  in  Houston  and  returned  to  his  homo  in  Boston* 
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Mrs*  I*  M»  S*  Blandin,  History  of  Steam  ffiurch  (Houston* 
1908),  19* 
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In  the  meantime*  Raverend  Jos  so  Hord  had  preached  in  the  Senate 
Chamber  on  April  14*  1859*  and  had  organized  the  Methodist  Episcopal 

ios 

Church*  On  December  4,  1839*  the  Mississippi  Conference  again 


ioe 

Telegraph  and  Tessas  Regis  tor*  April  10,  1839,  and  Red,   "Alien** 

Reininiscenees»w  in  "^otrSS^e'stern  Historical  Quarterly,  XV III,  SOS* 
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appointed  a  minister  for  Houston,  and  this  time  it  ms  Bdnard  Fountain* 


[■jim,  !■■■  oggj  m,trim  w  , 
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Blandin*  History  of  Shearn  Qiurch,  20« 


Itie  city  council  gave  Fountain  pox-mission  to  use  tiie  city  school  for 

108 
services*        and  he  se®is  to  have  praaeh@<$  tter©  a  year*    Bev.   To  0* 
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The  Morning  Star,J>pril  27*  1840« 
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Susisers  followed  him  in  18 41  and  stayed  several  yaars,  dividing  his 

time  between  Houston  and  G~alveston,  and  to  him  goes  the  credit  for 

building  ifee  first  Methodist  church  in  Houston. 

As  has  h®&n  mentioned,  the  Aliens  gave  Littleton  Fowler,  in 

1837*  lots  on  vhleh  to  build  a  church*  On  this'  plot  of  ground,  v&leh 

109 
-ems  250  foot  by  125  feet,    Hthe  ceremony  of  laying  the  corner  £tom 
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Arthur,  Jottings  from  the  Old  Journal  of  Littleton  Fowler,*5 
&1  JJ®  Quarterly  of  the  Texas  S$ak®  Historical  Association  11  *  81  ♦ 


of  the  Methodist  Church  ims  performed  in  an  iisposisg  style,**  on 
March  2,  1843*    At  ten  o*  clock  in  the  morning  of  that  day,  a  proces- 
sion, consisting  of  the  Fannin  Artiller>,  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  the 
building  eoBBaittoe,  the  Odd  Fellows,  the  Masons,  the  musicians  for 
the  occasion,  the  clergy  and  orator  of  the  day,  and  a  group  of  elti«* 
sens,  formed  on  the  courthouse  square  and  imrehed  to  the  church  site* 
TtmrQ  a  co&BS&ttee  laid  the  stone,  the  Fannin  Artillery  fired  a  salute, 

and  then  all  repaired  to  the  Presliyterian  church,  ^faero  a  program  of 

110 
prayer  and  music  and  an  address  by  usajor  James  Belly  were  heard* 
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Telegraph  and  Terns  Register,  March  8,  1843,  and  Th&  Morning 
ptar,  February  23,  1843* 


' 


• 


■ 


■ 
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' 


• 


• 
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This  church,  which  ms  of  brick  and  about  sixty  feet  by  tftirty-five 

111 
feet*        ms  finished  and  ready  for  dedication  in  May,  1844.     On 


i— nWteiJ •■■'  »ii»nWt!  MMWW  HHi)(W>W— W— WW 
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■anting  Star*  February  25,  1843* 


— n  *    - 


*IIHP  run--  4MM* 


May  7»  the  building  coEE&ttee*  exposed  of  A*  Applewhite  and  Charles 

Sheam*  announced  to  Houston  i&at  "The  Bev«  Mr»  Richardson,  President 

of  Rutersvill©  College8  -would  breach  the  dedication  sermon  on  the  fol»» 

112 
lowing  Sunday*  It  is  said  that  this  building  ms  in  use  tmtil  13  $0* 
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The  Morning  Star,  May  11,  1844. 


•when  orm  Sunday*  just  as  the  congregation  ms  dispersed*  the  sast  mil 

fell  out*     It  ms  then  torn  dotm  and  replaced  by  a  frame  building* 

As  early  as  July  29*  IS SB,  "Baptist  preaching"  «as  conducted 
113 

at  the  courthouse*        and  th©  fact  that  the  Baptist  group  felt  justifies! 


113 

Telegraph  and  Teaas  Register*  July  23*  1838* 


» I      iimiiii      I  Ml 


in  procuring  a  bell  -with,  -eihich  "to  notify  the  citizens  of  the  time  of 
assembling,"  would  make  it  appear  that  it  had  church  sendees  rather 


■ 


■ 


. 


r 


t 
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regularly*  It  would  he  interests  ing  to  kmw  -ashore  thic  "bell  vms 
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Ibid.,  August  35,  1838, 


hung,  but  the  annoiincemant  of  its  existence  gives  no  indication  of  its 
location*     35xa  Baptists  usually  bad  their  services  at  the  courthouse, 
but  it  ms  not  until  more  than  a  year  later  that  the  courthouse  ms 
equipped  tiith  a  bell* 

'Though  they  had  services,  and  apparently  a  minister,  Bev.  Z« 
lorrcll,  lived  at  Houston  or  else  om®  there  to  conduct  their  devo* 
tioas,  the  Baptists  did  not  organise  as  a  church  until  1341*     Hie 
minutes  of  this  organisation  and.  of  the  first  years  of  the  church  are 
owned  by  the  First  Baptist  Church  at  Ecus  ton*     They  are  in  the 
ci&ginal  volume  and  read,  in  parts 

Convened  at  the  visual  place  of  worship  April 
10th  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  13iousand  Bight 
hundred  and  Forty  One,  in  the  city  of  Houtoa^eomity 
of  Harris  &n&  Republic  of  fexas,  Ambers  of  Baptist 
Churches  from  different  parts  of  the  United  States 
and  of  this  Bepublie,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  an 
Evangelical  church  of  Christ  of  the  regular-  Baptist 
order*    , 

Eev*  James  Huckins  presided,  and  Gardner  Smith  acted  as  secre- 
tary*    The  ^articles  of  Faith"  were  presented  and  adopted,  and  the 
secretary   /rote  in  the  names  of  sixteen  persons  isho  constituted  the 


- 


. 
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original  membership. 

Tie  "Ladles  of  the  Sawing  Association*1  worked  faithfully  to 

raise  saoney  for  a  church  building,  on  on©  occasion  raising  three 

115 
hundred  dollars  by  &  fair  held  at  the  fossae?  president's  home, 
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Tn®  Mgraing  star,  June  5,  1844» 


and  were  regarded  for  their  efforts  by  being  able  to  dedicate  their 

church  on  the  fifth  Sunday  in  Slay*  1847»  The  mixmtes  for  that  oo» 

casion  read,  *Our  new  house  of  worship  was  duly  set  apart  for  the 

worship  of  God*  Brother  Graves  President  of  the  Baylor  University 

at  Independence  preached  the  dedication  eensaxu*  The  first  two 

pastors  were  James  Huckins,  the  minister  who  organized  the  church 

and  served  it  from  1843.  to  1845,  and  William  Mm   Tryon,  who  became 

118 
pastor  in  1845  and  served  until  he  died  of  yellow  fever  in  13  4?  • 


116 

Shis  information  was  acquired  from  the  inscriptions  under  phot©» 
tographs  of  these  men,  hanging  in  the  entrance  to  the  First  Baptist 
Church,  Houston,  Uerns* 


Shore  were  no  doubt  many  other  faiths  represented  in  the  popula» 
tion  of  Houston  during  Republic  days,  but  there  is  no  record  of  an 
organisation  or  of  a  church  building  belonging  to  any  other  than  the 


- 
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five  denominations  of  Episcopalian*  Presbyterian*  Catholic*  Baptist* 

and  Methodist*  All  of  these  churches  struggled  with  their  problems 

BXi&   survived,— problems  presented  by  lack  of  funds,  small  memberships* 

and  t&e  frontier  conditions  which  made  Bishop  Andrew  e  Methodist 

bishop  who  came  to  Houston  about  1843*  write  in  his  journal*  "lay 

God  visit  Houston  with  a  mighty  revival  of  religion*  and  that  right 

117 
soon.® 
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Blandin*  History  of  Sfaearn  Church,  2B, 


Of  ijh®  uiinisters  who  came  to  Texas  in  the  early  days*  some  were 
men  whose  lives  did  nab  conform  to  the  teachings  of  their  profession* 
To   guard  against  the  harm  which  such  persons  would  do  the  cause  of 
religion  in  the  Republic*  the  Becles las b leal  Coaiaitte©  of  Vigilance 
for  Texas  was  organized  in  Houston  on  May  8,  1837.  This  body  pledged 
itself  to  recognize  no  minister  as  such,  coming  into  Texas*  unless 
he  had  with  him  a  testimonial  of  good  character,  fhe  following 
minis  tors*  who  were  at  that  tima  residents  of  Texas*  were  present 
at  the  organisation!  ¥♦  W*  Ball*  M.  P.*  of  Houston*  a  Kentucky 
Presbyterian,  i?«  P.  Smith,  H*  3D.,  of  Washington  on  the  Brazos*  a 
Tennessee  Methodist*  L.  L*  Allen  of  Washington*  a  Methodist  from 
lew  York,  H.  Matthews  of  Houston*  a  Louisiana  Methodist,  R.  Marsh 
of  Houston,  an  Alabama  Baptist,  Z.  Morrell  of  Hi  lam*  a  Tennessee 


■ 
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118 
Baptist* 
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Telegraph  and  Texas  Regis  tar,  May  16,  1837, 


Another  group  to  organize  from  a  religious  motive  was  the  Texas 
Bible  Society*     An  agent  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  a  man  Earned 
Hoes,  came  to  Houston  late  in  1838,         and  it  m®  probably  through 


119 

Bed,  "Allan's  Reminiscences,"  in  Southwestern  Historical 
| Quarterly,  XVIII,  SOS. 


his  efforts  that  the  society  ms  formed*  At  eleven  o'clock  on 

Sunday  morning ,  lovember  24,  1838,  an  into  rested  group  met  at  the 

capitol  and  organized  to  circulat©  the  Bible  throughout  the  Republic* 

£avid  G.  Burnet  ws  elected  president*  W*   Y»  ^llen  and  Ashbel  Smith, 

vice-presidents,  W*  ?•  Allen,  corresponding  secretary.  Jamas  Burke, 

recordii^  secretary,  A*  H«  Philips,  treasurer,  John  Borden,  Francis 

120 
Koore,  and  John  Woodruff,  members  of  the  executive  committee* 
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Telegraph  and  Texas  Register,  Hovember  24,  1838,  and  December 


This  organisation  was  in  existence  for  several  years  and  -was  active 


■ 


■ 

■ 

■ 


- 


■ 
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at  different  tiiaes* 

Still  another  group  to  ©rganis©  with  a  purely  moral  purpose  ms 

th©  Ifeaperein©  Society,  isMch  met  for  the  first  time  on  February  18, 

1839,  at  the  capital*  passed  on  Sam  Houston's  ''resolution  favorable 

totehe  cause  of  temperas©©/1  and  tools  th©  preliminary  steps  toward 
*  121 

organisation* 
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Telegraph  and  fays  Begister,  February  20,  1830, 


jRsaa-jstx-.f.,  iwwt.1 


Th©  town  of  Houston  w&s   never  one©  asolasted  by  Indians,  due 

largely  to  the  fact  that  there  ms  a  rim  of  settlements  around  it, 

and  in  boss©  se-asure*  perhaps,  to  the  fact  that  Sam  Houston  was 

friendly  to  th©  red  sea  and  understood  their  nature*  Th©  eiti&ens, 

however,  felt  that  they  had  a  share  of  th©  responsibility  of  def©nd« 

lug  other  towns  from  th©  savages  and  also  that  they  most  be  prepared 

for  troublesome  Itaioans*  Accordingly*  th©  Milam  Guards,  th© 

Dragoons,  the  Pitkin  Guards,  and  the  Fannin  Artillery  were  organised 

at  intervals  from  1888  to  1841,  and  were  called  out  to  fight  the 

Indians  -aTxler  General  f*  J*  Busk  in  183,  and  again  in  1833*  and  to 

go  against  tlie  Mexicans  threatening  San  Antonio  In  1840  and  in  1842. 

122 
Congress  incorporated  the  Milam  Guards  on  February  f>,  1840,    and  th© 
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Telegraph  and  Jteaas  Register,  August  26,  1840* 
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Fannin  Artillery  on  February  2,  1844*  Francis  Lubbock,  who  isas 


123 

Ge&asel*  Laws  of  Tessas,  II,  974« 


a  member  of  the  Milam  Guards,  gives  an  estimate  of  this  company,-* 
an  estimate  iMch  is  borne  out  by  contemporary  writers.  $e  sayss 


It  will  be  quite  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  the 
Milam  Guards  were  chartered  as  a  mere  holiday*  On  the 

contrary,  a  few  of  the  very  best  citizens  of  Eouston 
believed  that  a  company  chartered  by  the  Congress  of  the 
Republic  and  tmd®  up  of  the  best  smterial  in  the  com- 
munity might  prove  a  nucleus  upon  which  could  be  formed 
at  any  time  a  force  that  could  do  good  service  in  case  of 
as  emergency  either  in  the  city  or  the  state.  Certain 
privileges  accorded  the  company,  such  as  exemption  from 
Jury  and  road  duty,  filled  its  ranks  with  the  very  first 
eitisens.  The  company  was  popular,  and  was  commanded  by 
the  best  military  men,  such  as  Capt.  Joe  Daniels.,  John 
!♦  0«  Smith,  James  Roily,  Judge  Peter  W.  Gray  and  others* 
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Lubbock,  Sis  Decades  in  Tesas,  90« 


The  Philosophical  Society  of  Texas  is  en  organisation  which .  is 
often  cited  as  proof  of  the  intelligence  and  culture  to  be  found 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Texas.  This  society  was  organized  at  the 
capitol  on  December  5,  1837,  and  was  described  at  that  time  as  an 
association  "purely  scientific  and  literary  in  its  character* * 


' 


■ 


. 


■ 


■ 


16S 

Mirabeau  B*  Lamar  isas  sad©  president,  Ashbel  Smith,  R  *A*  Irion*  Anso:i 

Jonas,  Joseph  Roots*  and  !>•  S*  Kaufman*  vice-presidents,  William  F* 

Gray,  recording  secretary,  David  G*  Burnet,  eorre spending  secretary, 

Am  C*  ^llen,  treasurer,  and  John  \  irdsall*  librarian*     Subjects 

for  investigation  or  discussion  were  assigned  to  the  several  aesibers 

and  a  memorial  adopted  to  be  presented  to  Congress  asking  for  ^a 

125 
suitable  endoi-sment  and  encouragement  for  the  institution*® 


125 

telegraph  and  jtexas  Register,  January  13,  1838.     The  orig~ 
inal  constltu€fon  an!!!  afSEaS  ojT*tEr  Philosophical  Society,  together 
with  the  signatures  of  the  charter  members,  is  in  the  San  Jacinto 

Museum  of  History  at  the  San  Jacinto  battleground* 


The  Franklin  Association,  which  wgs  apparently  a  society  de- 
voted to  lectures  and  debates,  appeared  In  Houston  in  1837,  and  -raas 

126 
incorporated  by  Congress  on  January  21,  1341*  It  debated  such 
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Telegraph  and  Texas  Register*  October  11,  1837,  and  Gammel, 
Laws  of  foxes, II,  564* 


subjects  as  ^Should  Texas,  in  her  present  con-test  with  Mexico*  pursue 
an  offensive  or  defensive  system  of  warf are?  *&&&  **¥as  Queen  Elizabeth 
justifiable  in  her  conduct  toward  Mary  Queen  of  Scots?" 

Two  professional  groups  organized  in  Houston  at  an  early  date* 


' 


t 


■ 
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The  lawyer®*  group  ms  mentioned  in  th©  newspapers  as  the  ^Members 

of  th©  Bar,"  and  little  is  known  of  it  except  that  it  met  regularly* 

127 
sometimes  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  "at  Tosklns*  of  fie©* 
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Telegraph  and  jgaaeas  Register,  January  25,  1S4& 


and  sometimes  elsewhere.  Th®  medical  doctors  of  the  town  organised 
on  August  1,  1838,  for  th©  purpose  of  establishing  a  "uniform  rate 
of  charging:  among  the  medical  men  of  this  community  and  present  un- 
pleasant feelings  on  the  part  of  the  patients  towards  their  physi» 
eians.n  1!he  body,  called  th©  Medical  and  Surgical  Society  of  Houston, 
chose  Dr.  A*  Swing  for  its  first  president  and  Br.  Eic  hard  Henry  I»e© 
for  its  first  seerot&ry9  and  then  nent  immediately  into  th©  business 
of  establishing  rates*  For  the  first  visit  to  a  patient  the  charge 
ms  set  at  five  dollars,  and  for  each  succeeding  visit  at  three 
dollars.  Office  visits  were  five  dollars,  and  medicines  furnished 
by  the  physician  ^ere  fifty  cents  a  dose,  /fter  nine  o'clock  at 

night  prices  doubled,  and  if  the  patient  lived  out  of  th©  city  he 

128 
crust  pay  an  extra  charge  of  one  dollar  a  mile.    This  body  met 
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Telegraph  and  Texas  Register,  August  4,1838. 


. 
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regularly  on  the  first  and  fifteenth  of  each  month* 

There  were  several  other  organisations  that  ease  in  almost 
with  the  first  settler*  some  social  or  fraternal,  others  philanthropic 
or  occupational*  The  Masons  wore  called  to  meet  on  ^pril  16,  1853* 
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Ibid, ,  April  1,   1338, 


and  that  the  charter  of  Holland  Lodge  No,  1  had  hmn  transferred  to 

Houston  between  that  time  and  December,  1838 »  is  indicated  by  a 

notice  in  the  Telegraph  urging  all  members  to  be  present  at  a  meeting 

"at  the  Masonic  %ll/J  on  Beoeraber  26,  to  elect  officers  for  the 
ISO 

lodge»    On  May  S*  1838*  a  notice  appeared  in  the  Telegraph  that 
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Telegraph  and  Jggsas  Register »  December  22,  1838, 


persons  belonging  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  -were  re-» 
quested  to  meet  that  evening  at  the  horn©  of  Col»  William  Ward,  This 
appears  to  ha%re  hmn  the  first  meeting  of  Odd  Fellows  in  Houston, 
Cn  January  24#  1839,  the  Telegraph  announced  that  a  meeting  of  the 
members  of  the  Order  of  Equal  Fellows  would  be  held  at  the  lodge  room 
on  January  26,     This  wuld  indicate  that  an  organization  of  this  body 
existed  in  Houston  previous  to  that  date.     On  December  3,  1840,  the 
4 el e graph  stated  that  a  "German  society  has  been  formed  in  this  city, 


. 


. 
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•whose  objects  are  entirely  philanthropic.1*  In  18 45,  the  organization 

of  The  Mechanics  and  Working  Men  of  the  City  of  Eons  ton  and  County 

of  Harris  met  to  express  their  approval  of  annexation  and  to  resolve 

131 
to  send  a  representative  to  th©  Constitutional  Convention.     fhe 
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Telegraph  and  Texas  Register,  May  21,  1845. 


Houston  Jockey  Club  met  regularly  at  Kesler's  Areade,  and  on  tho  four^t 


nday  in  loi/ ember,  1838,  began  its  first  races  over  the  Post  Oak 
132 
Track.  Thus  did  early  Houston  express  its  frontier  love  of  "gather* 
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Ibid.,  October  27,  1838,  and  October  2,  1839# 


ings,*  of  meeting  together  and  talking  about  things,  any  thing,  the 
chief  motive  being  the  desire  for  companionship. 

There  is  one  more  organization  otiose  story  cannot  be  omitted  in 
a  history  of  Houston.     It  is  the  city's  first  fire  company,  an  import*, 
ant  part  of  the  early  municipal  set-up*     On  Saturday,  August  11,  1838 » 
Charles  J.  Bsdenberg,  foreman  of  th©  town's  first  fire-fighters, 
called  the  officers  and  members  of  the  company,  rahieh  "was  as  yet  not 
officially  organised*  to  meet  on  the  following  Tuesday  at  eight 
o'clock  at  the  office  of  W.  J.  Bvans,  over  the  auction  room  of 


. 
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Bedenborg  and  Vedder*    it  this  meetiing  the  famed  old  Protection 
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Telegraph  and  Texas  Register,  August  11  ,  1858< 


Fire  Company  So*  1  was  organized*  The  Third  Congress*  in  1838-39, 
mm   requested  to  issue  the  company  a  charter,  but  it  refused  be- 
cause some  of  the  legislators  suspected  that  the  organization  had 

been  formed  chiefly  in  Ijtw   hope  of  having  its  members,  some  of 

134 
Houston*  s  leading  bus  iness  men,  exerted  from  military  duty*     Ho 
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Mrs*  Pearl  Hendricks,  ■ Houston— 104  Tears  of  Progress, "  in 
Houston  (Magazine  of  Houston  Qhamber  of  Commerce) ,  April,  1940,  p*  68* 
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charter  was  granted  until  January  26,  1848*    On  May  6,  1839 ,   The 
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Gamsel,  Laws  of  Texas,  III*  341* 


Itbrning  Star  reported,  ^Houston  fire  engine  Ho*  1  arrived  last  even- 
ing in  the  steamer  Rufus  Putnam*    We  nay  new  expect  fires  in  abundance* * 
This  new  equipment  necessitated  an  engine  house,  and  on  May  21,  a 
builMng  committee  announced  that  bids  would  be  received  until  Saturday, 
the  twenty-sixth,  for  "erecting  an  Engine  House  for  Protection  Fire 
Company,  Ho*  1,  of  this  city»H     It  was  to  be  one-story,  eighteen 


■ 
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feet  by  thirty^six  feet,  of  bricks,  and  with  walls  thirteen  inches 

thick*     It  was  to  be  divided  into  two  rooms,  with  two  pairs  of 

double  doors,  having  transoms,  and  six  shuttered  windows,  and  was 

to  have  a  ^hipped1*  roof,  oppress  shingles,  and  a  chimney  in  tho  rear. 

By  October  2,  1839,  work  on  tha  first  fire  house  and  one  of  the 

136 
town's  important  la ndsmrks  had  begun* 
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The  Morning  Star,  October  2,  1839* 


Protection  Company  So*  1  %i§orked  up  a  real  enthusiasm  for  fire 

protection,  bjd&   the  city  council*  on  February  17,  1840,  ordered 

."two  large  fire  hooks  and  five  ladders »  to  be  kept  at  the  engine 

house,  to  be  at  all  times  in  readiness  if  any  disaster  by  fire  should 

137 
happen  in  the  city,"    and  in  October  of  the  same  year  passed  an 


■ 
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Ibid.,  February  20,  1840, 


ordinanee  creating  a  fire  squad  of  twelve  persons  to  inspect  the  city 

138 

regularly  for  fire  hazards*     the  number  in  this  squad  xm.B   changed, 


138 

Ibid.,  October  1,  1840. 
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in  1843,  to  eight*  two  from  each  -ward,  to  be  chosen  by  the  council. 
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Ibid.,  October  19,  1S43< 


%o  cots /any  was  apparently  disorganised  in  1842*  by  the  abseisee  of 

many  of  its  members  who  had  gone  to  repel  the  Mexicans,  and  after  a 

fire  cat  Market  Souarc  which  destroyed  a  tnonstorv  building,  Protection 

140 

Company  met  to  reorganize*     In  1843,  there  appeared  the  information 


140 

foe  Morning  Star,  January  22,   1848* 


in  the  minutes  of  the  council  that  Giles  f*  Baldwin  had  presented  a 

bill  to  that  body  for  erecting  a  building  for  the  Hook  and  Ladder 

141 
Company  Ko«  1*  and  liad  been  paid  $136  for  his  work*     ffith  this 


141 

Ibid.,  April  13,  1843, 


Item  the  fire  organisation  seems  to  have  slipped  into  the  background 

i 

■until  the  snd.  of  Republic  days* 


. 


- 


CHaPTSR  ¥1 

isbtsjophbnt  ii  saHimTiOH  ahd  or  see 

In  respect  to  increase  la  population*  governmental  development* 
commercial  growth*  and  economic  prosperity*  Houston  went  forward 
gradually  sad  consistently*  with  only  one  uajor  interruption*  during 
the  first  ten  years  of  its  existence?  bat  the  advancement  ms  not 
made  in  every  ease  by  virtue  of  natural  sndowmo3it#«*«»the  town  did 
not  grow  like  Topsy,  because  it  was  the  easy  idling  to  do»    Bather 
ft  developed  its  ability  to  grow  soundly  by  solvi&g  problems  and 
surmounting  obstacles* 

Perhaps  the  greatest  drawback  to  possibilities  for  advancement 
possessed  by  the  new  torn  was  the  isatter  of  u&healthf ulssss  of 
location*    Psom  the  pens  of  practically  all  writers  who  were  in 
Houston  at  an  early  day*  except  those  whose  fortunes  were  laid 
there  and  <@hose  business  it  ms  to  make  propserity  a  fact*  has 
coiae  the  prophecy  that  the  town  could  never  become  great*  because 
the  health  of  its  people  could  sever  he  good*     %ere  are  numerous 
complaints*  ^hich  are  not  confined  exclusively  to  early  writers,  that 
rein  fell  continually*  that  the  streets  nere  alvsays  Buddy*  and  that 
laosquibees  and  ants  i?ere  unbearable. 

As  early  aa  October  11*  1837,  the  Telegraph  called  the  attention 
of  the  mayor  and  aldermen  to  the  muddy  condition  of  the  streets, 
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©specially  those  about  the  capitol  and  the  president's  home.  It 
pressed  the  matters  of  comfort  and  health,  and  though  it  judiciously 
mentioned  that  "the  city  lies  beautifully  for  draining,"  it  sug- 
gested emptying  puddles  of  stagnant  mter  by  nru  ring  furrows  from 
the  level  towards  the  bayoiw"  It  is  interesting  to  notice  that 
though  the  editor  insisted  that  the  "impression  which  prevails 
throughout  the  country  that  this  city  is  exceedingly  unhealthy" 
■was  "wholly  false,"  yet  it  was  necessary  that  he  oontinaally  reiterate 
this  statement*  It  would  appear  that  his  arguments  were  not  very 
convincing  to  persons  who  had  been  in  Houston* 

The  source  of  drinking  water  %ms  of  course  the  first  problem 
of  sanitation  to  confront  the  settlers,  and  the  newspapers  give  a 
rather  definite  idea  of  the  -says  in  which  the  town  attempted  to 
rolve  it.  In  October,  1837  s  a  Hew  Orleans  firm  was  advertising,  in 

*^e  ^elfrgrspk  that  it  would  pack  and  ship  rain-water  cisterns  to 

1 
any  port  in  Texas,  but  there  seem  to  have  been  no  cisterns  in 


1 
Telegraph  and  Texas  Register,  October  28,  1837. 


Houston  at  that  time,  and  the  people  had  to  depend  on  Buffalo  Bayou 
for  water.  Francis  Lubbock  says* 


■ 


• 


- 


- 


. 


Iff 


There  was  in  the  fall  of  this  year  (j.83?] 
much  sickness  among  the  members  of  Congress  caused 
as  I  believed  from  the  use  of  the  bayou  water,  which 
I  thought  impure •     Having  been  accustomed  all  my  life 
to  the  use  of  rain  water*  I  proposed  to  the  Congress- 
men that  if  they  wdd  furnish  me  with  |5G0  I  could 
procure  for  them  in  a  very  few  days  from  Hew  Orleans, 
cypress  cisterns  with  the  capacity  of  10,000  gallons, 
and  that  would  afford  them  with  an  abundance  of  good 
drinking  mter,  healthy  and  palatable*     My  offer  vms 
accepted,  and  the  cisterns  were  received  and  put  up 
promptly*     In  a  few  days  they  -mm  filled  with  ex- 
cellent water,  which  had  a  fine  effect  upon  the  health 
of  the  members  and  proved  a  great  benefit* 2 


2 

Lubbock,  Six  Decades  in  Texas,  67* 


——WH  jwi 


On  December  18,  1838,  President  Houston  approved  an  act  author!  s« 

3 
ing  Lubbock  to  buy  these  eisterns  and  put  them  at  the  capital*   Just 


3 

Telegraph  and  Texas  Register,  February  24,  18! 


when  they  arrived  is  unknown,  but  it  probably  required  several  months 
to  complete  the  transaction.  W»  ^r*  Allen,  who  arrived  on  March 
31,  1338,  sa*yss 


Then  the  Houston  water  works  ms  a  cart  with  a 
largo  vessel  which  brought  water  from  the  Bayou  and 
sold  it  by  the  bucket  full.  Occasionally  there  was  a 
large  vessel  under  the  eves  of  the  house;  there  was  a 


I 


- 


■ 


■ 


, 


, 


■ 


' 
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large  one  at  the  Gapitol*  where  we  were  glad  to  get 
a  drink:  of  rainwater  until  the  wigglei&ils  would 
get  too  thick j  we  liked  rain  water  better  than  that 
from  the  Bayou»4 


4 

Red*  "Allan* s  Eeminiseences,"  in  Southwes  corn  Historical  Qoaiw 
terly,  XVIII,   29  4. 


Of  course  not  all  persons  living  in  Houston  could  have  cisterns 

even  after  soma  had  begun  bringing  them  in,  and  the  bayou  continued 

to  he  the  chief  source  of  supply.     In  the  simmer  of  lQ%Ba  Be&uchamp's 

Sjring  was  discovered*     It  was  a  mile  and  a  half  or  two  miles  north 

5 

of  the  bayou  on  what  is  now  Houston  Avenue,  and  as  a  bridge  vm.8 


5 

Telegraph  yd  Texas  Register*  August  11  *  1838 1 


completed  over  the  bayou  in  the  early  fall  of  that  yoar*  this  spring 

with  its  ^inexhaustible  supply  of  pure  cold  and  wholesome  water," 

was  easily  accessible  to  Houston*,     ^he  water  was  hauled  in  to  town 

6 
and  sold  for  'seventy-five  oents  per  barrel  of  thirty  gallons* 


6 

Stiff,  The  Texan  Emigrant*  82.     Stiff  tells  the  story  that  a  man 
named  Beauchamp  camped  with  a  band  of  Bidee  Indians  at  this  spring  and 
thus  "became  possessed  of  a  secret,  important,  not  only  to  himself  but 
also  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  city*  who  had  as  yet  hmn  compelled  to 
use  the  poisonous  water  of  Buffalo  Bayou*/'  (82) 


.I  «■  i  iiw  ii«M»wM*»M»Mrtto»»»^*»*»««»»ww^  ~mmm*m*ma#im*0m***K 
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Almost  immediately  the  Houston  Water-V^orks  Company  was  organized, 

and  on  Scomber  5,  1838,  it  passed  a  resolution  that  a  competent 

person  be  appointed  to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  water  Beauehas^s 

Spring  would   furnish,  the  size  and  power  of  engine  that  would  be 

needed  to  bring  the  water  to  the  city,  and  the  size  of  pipes* 

reservoirs,  and  tanks  that  ¥«mld  "bo  required  for  its  conveyance  and 

7 
storage* 


7 

Telegraph  and  Texas  Register,  December  15,  18o8( 


Evidently  the  plans  for  making  this  spring  the  source  of  the 

city's  mter  supply  fell  through,  and  Houston  resorted  to  the  us© 

of  cisterns  and  wells*  A   public  ^11  was  mentioned  for  the  first 

time  in  1839,  when  the  city  council  gave  permission  to  the  citi- 

8 
zens  in  the  "upper  part  of  the  city*  to  sink  one.   For  a  long  tiiae, 


8 

The  Morning  Stsr,  October  5,  1859* 


there  were  not  enough  public  wells  to  supply  the  town  and  many 
families  had  their  own*  In  1841,  Thomas  Bailay  gave  notice  that 
from  that  time  on  he  mmld  charge  families  "two  bits  per  week"  for 
water  from  his  well*  He  complained  *-,hat  "buckets,  ropes,  :-c,  cannot 
be  purchased  new  every  week  or  two  for  the  use  of  my  neighbors  without 


' 


175 

some  compensation, 'H     thus  justifying  the  concision  that  water 
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Md» ,   September  2,.  1841* 
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troubles  in  Houston  had  not  jot  ©n&#<!* 

From  the  arrival  of  the  telegraph  and  the  establishment  of 

^°  5S£^M  Star*  l&eso  papers  waged  a  campaign  for  city  cleanliness 

and  a  regard  for  health  measures*    Scarcely  a  tteek  passed  that  their 

editors  did  not  call  attention  to  some  evil  or  suggest  soiao  measure 

which  should  be  adopted  in  behalf  of  sanitation.     On  June  4,   1839, 

the  Star  ironically  suggested  to  milk  -senders  in  the  city  that  they 

practice  carrying  sdlk  in  one  pail  and  miter  in  the  other*  promising 

that  their  customers  would  pay  than  the  same  price  for  the  mter  as 

for  the  milk— *but  they  would  like  to  ha¥a  "the  opportunity  of  mixing 

them  as  they  like  best*"     On  August  IS,  1859»  the  saiao  paper  deplored 

the  conditions  of  the  small  bridge®  orer  the  gutters,  the  amount  of 

decaying  matter  to  he  found  around  the  market,  and  the  "great  nunber 

of  hogs  which  are  running  about  the  streets**1     the  Telegraph  echoed 

the  cojipittint  that  the  city  was  not  clean  and  laid  the  sickness  in 

10 
town  at  th©  door  of  the  lade  of  sanitation*         Such  efforts  reaped 


10 

Telegraph  end  Texas  Register*  October  30,  1839* 
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a  reward,  for  in  May,  1839,  the  city  council  created  what  appears 
to  b©  Ho  us ton's  first  board  of  health*     It  ms  composed  of  Thomas  G, 
Western*  William  M*  Carper*   E.  1*   **infield,  R*  Watson,  B*  Kesler, 

Thomas  H*  Harris,  J.  V*  Andrews,  and  James  H*  Pries,  whose  duty  it 

ms  "to  cause  to  be  removed  from  the  streets,,  squares,  caramons,  and 

all  other  places  within  the  limits  of  the  citv,  anything  they  may 

11  ' 
deem  necessary  for  its  proper  cleanliness  and  salubrity** 


11 

Ibid.,  Kay  21,  1859. 


On  June  26,  1839,  the  Telegraph  reported  the  health  of  the 
city  0 remarkably  good,"  &tid   that  but  two  or  three  deaths  had  oc- 
curred within  the  preceding  month,  but  by  the  late  sumser  of  that 
year  Houston  ms  in  the  throes  of  a  terrible  epidemic  of  yellow 
fever.  The  newspapers  valiantly  defended  their  town  against  outside 
accusations  of  unheal  thiness,  the  Star  refuting  the  report  !Sthat  a 
violent  and  fatal  epidemic  is  raging  in  this  city,  which  report  is 
entirely  incorrect,"  with  the  argument  that  though  several  deaths 
had  occurred  within  the  preceding  two  or  three  weeks,  "They  are  not 
unusual  at  this  season  of  the  year... .As  for  yellow  fever,  we  do  not 
feel  able  to  say  whether  It  is  in  the  city  or  not.  The  physicians 

are  disputing  about  the  matter,  and  9tAlo   shall  decide  when  doctors 

12 
disagree**"    The  Telegraph,  in  the  same  month,  stated,  more  loyally 
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Iho  Morning  Star,  October  17,  1839, 


l—WMWimi    W     --li  iM»iM^iW-«iw«^wi«Btt«wa«CTM>^^  III     ■arl«l— iHIiCT    lilil*««WM»JaM0a^wiJWllrMlM>IB»>iJp.li|>lirl»1^r: 


than  truthfully  perhaps t 


Earing  th©  last  month  there  were  but  17  deaths 
in  this  city  and  yet  we  understand  the  report  of  the 
extreme  unhealthiness  of  the  place  is  currently  cir- 
culated and  believed  in  th©  country*     Recently  sev- 
eral cases  of  congestive  fever  have  occurred  which 
proved  fatal*  but  this  is  eotsaon  in  all  Southern  lati- 
tudes.    Nothing  like  an  epidemic  has  ever  prevailed 
in  this  city—there  is  no  local  cause  of  disease  in 
its  neighborhood— and  from  our  experience  in  a  intra 
climate,  -m  look  upon  Houston  as  one  of  the  healthiest 
cities  in  our  knowledge*^ 


13 

Telegraph  and  Tags  Register »  October  2,  1839* 


Just  three  weeks  later,  however*  th©  same  newspaper  admitted,  that 
*f or  some  weeks"  the  city  had  b&en  "under  the  scourge  of  an  epidemic 
which  has  swept  off  a  large  number  of  her  citizens*11  but  was  careful 
to  add  that  it  was  "similar  to  that  which  has  visited  mary  of  the 
hitherto  most  her^kky  *cwns  °**  ^lQ  ^hole  southern  states  the  present 
fall*"     It  then  went  into  a  lamentation  over  the  unclean  condition 
of  the  city.     Itaring  the  asms  month,  a  citizen  of  Houston  wrote  to 


- 


■ 
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President  Lamas*  at  Austin  that  "scarcely  a  day  passes  that  we 


not  six  or  eight  funerals,"  and  that  "business  is  very  dull  a»a 

14 
the  citizens  appear  to  be  very  much  frightened*0         In  November  the 


14 

E*  R.  Wilkins  to  Lesser,  October  15,  1839,  in  Gulick  &n& 
:iliott  (ed»)»  The  Papers  of  a'drabeau  Buonaparte  lggff  III,  1S4< 


■pMi     tMK    WD00  m 


weather  turned  unusually  cold,  and  after  the .t, yellow  fever  disappeared 

and  the  Telegraph  was  able  tog£ve  the  reassurance  that  nfh@  temperate 

have  no  longer  the  least  cause  of  alarm*  The  sick,  who  have  be* 

dispirited  by  the  frightful  bugbear  of  yellow  fever*  are  becoxnii 

convinced  that  the  disease  under  which  they  languish  is  but  the 

15 
ordinary  autus&ial  bilious  fever  of"  the  country, * 


15 

Telegraph  and  Texas  Register,  November  6*  1839. 
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In  the  spriqg  of  1840,  the  board  of  health  reorganized   '  and  set 


16 

The  Morning  Star,  March  7,  1840. 


to  work  to  clean  up  the  city  before  warm  weather  arrived,  in  order 
to  avoid  a  repetition  of  the  "calamities"  of  the  preceding  summer. 


- 


- 


'. 
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It  kept  a  watchful  eye  open  for  needed  improvementis,  and  fined 

persons  who  did  not  comply  with  the  ordinance  requiring  premises 

to  be  kspt  clean  and  low  places  to  be  filled  in.  The  council  author-* 

ised  the  mayor  to  purchase  a  small  wagon  and  horse  and  to  hire  e  man 

to  drive  it*  It  ms  this  driver's  duty  to  pass  once  a  day  through 

8©aeh  of  the  most  public  streets1*  and  collect  small  quantities  of 

trash  ^not  sufficient  to  Justify  the  employment  of  a  wagon, tf  and  "talse 

17 

It  to  such  place  as  the  mayor  may  direct***'         ^he  board  and  the  news- 


17 

IMd.,  Ifereh  23,  1840* 
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papers  made  ©very  effort  to  make  Houston  a  clean  town,  with  ifce 
result  that  on  September  16  of  that  year,  the  Star  reported t 


Houston  has  be^n  thus  far  by  the  irigilsno©  of 
the  members  of  the  Board  of  Health,  aided  by  the 
mercies  of  a  kind  Providence,  kept  free  from  the 
horrors  of  disease*  How  gratifying  must  it  b®  to 
ow&ry  philanthropist  to  be  informed  that  this  city, 
with  a  population  of  upwards  of  2000*  for  the  last 
two  weelos,  (and  during  the  most  sickly  season)  has 
been  visited  with  but  two  deaths* 


%  1843,  the  board  of  hea  1th  was  functioning  in  an  efficient 
manner,  and  records  wero  so  iwall  made,  kept,  and  reported-  hy  sextons 
and  physicians,  that  exact  figures  can  now  be  found.  In  January, 


. 
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1843,  the  board  of  health  reported  for  the  year  1042t 


Our  population  is  between  two  thousand  five 
hundred  and  three  thousand,  and  the  report  of  the 
city  sexton  exhibits  an  aggregate  of  forty-one 
deaths,  one  of  whom  ccBBOltbed  suicide,  and  one 
was  drowned,  leaving  thirty-nine  deaths  from  aatural 
causes f  nine  were  non-residents,*** seven  were  infants 
and  two  children,  leaving  twenty-one  adult  citizens 
being  less  than  one  per  cent  of  our  population*^ 


18 

Telegraph  and  ffeacas  Register,  January  25,  1343* 

■    imiiiaim    —  iw— ■ ■n—iiiil hi  —■  mi i mil  ir,     n    m  ifmwniii    i      fit  mt       i    n  i   n him     nr  n    n    r n    mini    i       M     -     -  i        r  r    n  m  i         i  r      I  mi 

The  report  of  the  city  sexton  mstde  on  December  30,  1843,  for 

•&ie  year  1843,  showed  that  the  total  znsaber  of  deaths  in  Houston 

19 

was  thirty-five* 


19 

the  Horning  Star,  February  IS,  1844* 


A  city  hospital  was  one  of  the  early  institutions  of  Houston, 

20 
having  homi  established  before  October,  18^3,    The  building  used 


20 

Telegraph  and  Tessas  Register,  October  20,  IQdBi 


for  it  isas  at  first  the  government  hospital,  located  at  the  intersection, 


I 
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of  •eshat  are  now  Bftgbi  and  Lamar  streets.     In  a  eity  treasurer's 
report  of  expenditures  from  March  14  to  July  27,  1839,  the  amount 
opposite  the  hospital  department  is  $1*483,  nearly  one-seuenth  of 
the  total  expenses  and  exceeded  only  by  the  amount  spent  on  bridges, 


21 

Telegraph  and  Texas  Register*  August  28,  1839* 


On  January  28,  1840,  the  council  iroted  that  fitho  eoumiitte©  for 
fee  poor  take  the  patients  from  the  Hospital,  and  put  them  with  some 
family,  and  dispense  with  the  Hospital,  soon  as  possible* v    Thereafter 
it  is  m  unooaaoon  thing  to  find  in  the  minutes  of  the  council  that 
individuals  are  paid  certain  amounts  for  the  home  care  of  poor  per** 
sons  ^io  are  ill* 

Houston's  first  city  eojaetery  is  now  Founders  Memorial  Park* 

^hen  it  wis  opened  it  ms  "amy  out  <m  the  prairie.,"  but  now  the 

toran  has  groim  so  far  out  past  it  that  it  is  quite  close  to  the 

downtown  district*     In  it  is  buried  one  of  Houston's  founders,  John 

Kirby  Allan*  ^ao  died  on  Wednesday,  August  15,  1338*  at  the  home 

«., 
of  his  brother,  A*  C«  Allen*         James  Collinsworth,  lahose  funeral 
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Ibid*,  .August  18,  1838* 
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23 

is  said  to  have  been  the  first  Masonic  funeral  ever  held  in  Texas, 


23 
From  the  inscription  on  the  marker  at  his  grave* 


Mrs*  Tebeeea  Laisar,  saother  of  President  Laxaar,  Joseph  M*  Robinson, 

H*  H.  Allen,  John  Mm  Moore,  first  sheriff  of  Barrisburg  County, 

Robert  Barr,  and  aany  others  known  to  the  historians  of  the  Republic 

are  buriod  in  this  old  cemetery* 

Francis  Moore,  editor  of  the  Telegranh,  almys  Insisted  that 

ther-3  ms  a  strong  aoffiiection  between  poor  health  and  poor  morals* 

He  continually  linked  th©  two  together,  insisting  that  he  had  **Q-v®ry 

reason  to  believe  that  the  diseases  of  ssost  of  those  tsho  have  been 

24 
complaining  have  been  indtsadd  by  intemperance**        Whether  he  ^ras 


24 

Olograph  and  Texas  Register,  July  14,  1838* 


•sarong  or  right*  there  ms  such  to  be  desired  in  both  matters*     Most 

miters  of  -feat  period  agree  with  Bishop  Andrew,  isho  said  of  early 

Houston  that  **in  addition  to  the  tasual  evil  influences  exerted  against 

ishat  is  holy,  th  y  have  iaore  of  infidelity,  subtle,  organised,  and 

boldly  blasphesious ,  than  I  have  met  in  any  place  of  its  size  in  all 

25 
jsy  jouraeyings^"        Much  of  the  rowdyism  and  vice  can  be  accounted 
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Blandin,  History  of  Shearn  Cly*reh,  33. 


for  by  the  presence  of  the  eapitol  and  th®  fact  that  Houston  was  the 
gatemy  to  the  interior,  end  some  can  be  escplainsd  sisaply  by  the 
word  "frontier."     Andrew  Briscoe,  first  chief  Justice   ^  Ikrrisburg 
Gourty,  in  a  speech  to  the  CoanmisgioBers  Court,  on  Jipril  19,  1338, 
saids 


Th©  Comity  has  oe&i  at  a  great  eaepense  for  public 
"buildings,  and  is  under-  the  necessity  of  keeping,   try- 
ing and  punishing  one  half  of  the  rogues  in  Texas** I 
think  the  Congress  on  our  application  «ould  donate  to 
this  County  lie  fines  and  licenses,  collected  in  this       „ 
County  for  tm>  years,  to  compensate  us  for  this  expense. 


Minutes  Coussissioners  Court,  Harris  County,  A,  17. 


The  minutes  of  the  district  court  are  filled  with  trials  for 

larceny,  assault  and  battery,  faro  dealing,  issuing  notes,  "gaming** 

27 
and  murder. 


27 

Minutes  District  Court,  11th  Judicial  PL  strict  Court,  Barris 
County,  A  and  B« 
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The  Telegraph  of  May  SO,  1837,  carried  a  copy  of  an  act  signed 
by  President  Houston  to  suppress  -alibiing  and  the  editor* s  eoimnant 
that  the  beneficial  effects  of  the  act  had  already  become  manifest  In 
the  disappearance  of  faro  banks  and  the  *roly  boly.**  The  editor  ad- 
ded* n2ip  Coon,  says  he  is  going  to  works  several  of  his  coiar&des 
seem  also  to  have  formed  the  same  laudable  reGolnMon,"  In  an  open 
letter  of  October  14*  1837 *  ttM&ny  Cltisens''  urged  the  sheriff  to  at- 
tend  to  his  duty  in  carrying  the  lav  ®into  full  effect*"  and  promised 
to  support  "those  public  officers  who  faithfully  discharge  their  duty#w 
In  1839*  the  council  vms   still  busily  engaged  Hin  disposing  of  gamblers 
and  loafers**1  but  the  Telegraph  found  consolation  In  the  fact  that  Rit 

■ 

has  not  hmn  necessary  to  resort  to  lynching  to  rid  the  town  of  this 
nuisance»n        By  1843*  the  town  had  isaprowl  enough  to  have  an 


Telegraph  and  Terns  Eegister*  August  7*  1339, 


|WWMH»  -  MMMfMiflM 


ordinance  closing  all  nine  or  ten  pin  alleys  on  Sunday  and  at-  nine 
o'clock  at  night  and  all  grog  shops  at  ten  o'clock  at  night, 


m 

ggg  Morning  Star,  July  15,  1843, 


There  ms  an  early  law  relating  to  duelling,  but  it  was  defective, 
and  In  1337,  Ir«  Frrncis  Moore  opened  one  of  his  ^&n  fights  against  this 


■ 


■ 


■ 
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evil*  B©  began  by  advocating  that  the  law  be  amended  in  such  a  way 

SO 
that  ^punishment  for  the  crime  would  be  certain**    On  January  20, 


Telegraph  find  TeitaB  Register*  October  14,  1837* 


X840*  President  Lamar  signed  a  bill  suppressing  duelling,    and  on 


31 

Gatmnel*  Lass*  of  Texas,  II,  332* 
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September  7*  1842,  the  Telegraph  reported  that  for  more  than  four 
years  the  city  had  not  been  disgraced  by  a  single  duel* 

Abundance  of  liquor  and  frontier  conditions  made  for  frequent 
quarrels  and  fights,  and  such  itess  as  the  following  frequently  ap- 
peared in  the  inewsp&perss 


r 

Ihe  graceful  and  horrid  scenes  that  ^ere  yester« 
day  axsS  the  day  before  exhibited  in  this  -vicinity  are 
enough  to  arouse  the  indignation  and  horror  of *  every 
peaoabls  citizen.  Bcnsdles,  blacklegs,  end  lot' ^rs, 
seem  to  hai?e  had  these  days  to  themselves*** 


■ 
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Hm  looming  Star,  jiprll  18,  1840* 


■ 


' 
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On  May  9#  1840*  the  city  council  passed  an  ordinance  saklng  it 

latlaafal  for  persons  *to  wear  or  carry  deadly  weapons  of  any  deserip~ 
tion  on  their  body,  or  in  their  hands*,  within  tlie  limits  of  the  city**1 
She  fine  ms  fifty-  dollars*  and  anyone  ¥jhe  brought  an  offender  before 
the  siayer  was  to  reoeive  one-half  of  the  fine  collected.  Also  anyone 

t ound  lying  drunk  within  the  city  Units  ms  to  be  sentenced  to  work 

on  the  city  streets  net  less  than  thirty  days  for  the  first  offense 

and  not  less  than  sixty  days  for  -each  off  ens©  thereafter*  &ny©m 

disturbing  the  pease  by  noise  should  be  f  inod  not  less  than  ten 

dollars  and  not  sore  than  one  hundred  dollars,  and  in  default  of 

this  fine  be  ouuld  be  compelled  to  work  on  the  streets  not  less  than 

S3 
tea  days  nor  sore  than  thirty*.   in  less  than  two  weeks*  however* 
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S3 
The  Morni^E  S^ar*  May  18,  1840* 


*MMfc'*""*''**M'J™ n^JM_»^___1M— MM„^__ _ _ ^Mi^J^__^JMJ^^_JJ,_pf_JJM_J^_.__M^JJMJ. „_ ... ... .  _.|.r_.fr r'"~T  ~~  "it    iv"     -"l—afTi-infc ■  m«— iiwoBTir.Mm tiTf iniBiiw Bum ^ 1 1 tMpfcr ifi" 

the  "good  order  of  this  city -©as  agstln  disturbed*  ••and  the  lives  of 
peaeable  eii&sens  pursuing  their  laaful  calling  in  the  .street*  waro 

again  endangered  by  a  senseless  and  nad  brawl* E*  It  ^as  the  opportunitgr 

for  the  new  ordinance  to  **cut  its  teethn  and  the  Star  reports  that  "city 

H 
taarshal*  Biisby,  deserves  much  credit  for  his  actitity  and  efficiency*18 

||Wia»eMI<rta<iMWaiSMS*eMia^MS^  *m  *mnm*mimmm\nmmmmHmrmmjvtimmt  M\w*Mmwmmmmmm*~*mmmummmm*^^m*u*i.,iiM^,^i4mi^>iMl\M>mfim  wwthi  ■awaiiW' 
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Ibid* i  June  1*  1340. 
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If  the  city's  editors  can  bo  trusted*  though  there  is  room 
for  some  uncertainty  here,  the  tern*  a  morals  went  through  e  process 
of  isaprove  est  to  suoh  an  extent  that  the  Teieg-ra£h  declared  on 
.Agrii  IS*  1842*  1&at  for  several  mm'&m  sot  a  single  serious  quar« 
rel  or  brawl  had  ^disgraced  our  streets*  and  drunkards  are  almost 
as  rare  as  snow  birds****  %a  most  delicate  ladies  can  mm  promenade 
in  all  the  principal  streets  and  public  squares,  without  the  danger 
and  mortification  of*  hearing  angry  and  coarse  wangling  or  seeing 
miserable  fools  with  bloody  noses  beating  each  others  faces  or  hewing 
each  other  with  bowie  knivec." 

%  IB 45 ,  the  newspapers  contained  no  Biention  of  lawlessness* 

and  the  town  appears  to  have  meoepted  the  fact  that  it  -©as  growing 

up.  In  nine  years  it  had  expanded  from,  a  sere  plan  in  the  minds  of 

its  founders  to  a  town  of  about  three  thousand  persons*  It  had 

developed  a  practical  system  of  city  government,  with  mayor,  council* 

and  other  officials  iSiose  duties  were  mll-def ined*  and  with,  the 

necessary  ordinances  for  city  management*.  Trade  and  the  organiza* 

tions  for  its  control  had  shown  development,  and  the  tovm  ms  roeog* 

nised  as  a  cotton  and  lumber  center  and  as  a  market  place  for  food 

&e&   other  supplies.  The  city  authorities  had  begun  b©  develop  a 

system  of  sanitation  and  had  laid  the  foundation  for  the  establislsment 

°^  *m  orderly  society.  In  short*  Houston  -sms  gro%iing  up  physically, 
politically,  consnercially,  economically,  and  morally,  and  Baking 

Earned  improvement  in  sach  yoar  of  its  growth* 


' 
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